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MBA Chairperson’s 
Summer  Report

Ian Steppler

Just before I sent this letter to be published, I have been informed that the Minister of  Agriculture supports our request for the 
CFIA to conduct a new risk assessment which he will take to the Federal Minister of  Agriculture during his upcoming Ministers 
meeting.  (I have requested a letter from the Minister to confirm this).  I have also been informed that the Department of  
Agriculture has put a priority on filling Rheal’s Provincial Apiarist position, and we will see the role filled this fall.   

The MBA has worked hard during these past months to 
communicate our industry’s situation to the government.  On 
June 27th, I sat along side Osee Podolsky, Mike Grysiuk and 
Daryl Wright in a meeting with the Hon. Derek Johnson, the 
Minister of  Agriculture to discuss our industry’s state of  
affairs.  Within this meeting we conveyed the hardship many 
beekeepers have experienced across Manitoba with winter 
losses and explained to him what we need as an industry to 
recover quickly and how to mitigate this type of  issue moving 
forward.  We set out objectives which are as follows: 

1.     The MBA requests immediate access to 
package bees for the spring of  2023.  
The MBA calls on the Federal Agricultural Minister and CFIA to support opening the boarder to US package 
bees which includes a new risk assessment and the development of  protocols to mitigate the risks outlined in 
these risk assessments which would allow access to honey bee packages within the designated safe zones that 
currently are maintained within California which allows importation of  mated queen bees.   

2.     The MBA calls on the Minister of  Agriculture to consider disaster assistance to help Manitoba beekeepers in 
their efforts to replace the loss of  their colonies.  Our industry requires efforts that are focused on a Stock 
Replacement Program which may include: 

•   Interest free stocker loans  

•   Transportation cost recovery as producers source out of  province stock.  

•   Efforts to help preserve honey bee equipment from wax moth 
3.     Compensation for extraordinary conditions.  This is a BEE SHORTAGE ISSUE.  Approximately $18-20 

million worth of  hives were lost over the winter/spring and our producers do not have available replacement 
stock.  Our producers need help to rebuild their operations by: 

•   The promotion of  a nuc building program to offset inflated replacement stock ($225 nuc in 2021 vs 
up to $680 in 2022) 

•   Funds would be used to offset producer costs to build replacement nucs for next year.  (Receipt 
based, 2-3 year program, cost recapture on queens, syrup, medication, wooden ware) 

•   Estimated program cost would be approximately $3-4 million 
4.     The MBA requires the prompt succession of  our Provincial Apiarist pending retirement. 
5.     The MBA requires continued support of  our KRTP through the CAP Ag Action program. 
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We hope to get traction from the government to help producers bridge between this year’s losses into next year quickly and 
effectively.  As we prepared our requests for assistance, I have met with the Director of  Agriculture numerous times through out 
May and June to help our association clarify, focus, and advise us on our intention to develop action needed to support our 
producers.  We have also worked closely with Brenna Mahoney, General Manager and Neil Van Overloop, Policy Analyst at KAP to 
help support our industry’s situation to the Minister and to help advise our association on an Industry Advocacy Strategy.   

At the national level, Osee Podolsky, CHC rep attended a CHC meeting which sat with Federal Minister of  Agriculture Marie-
Claude Bibeau, and the CFIA to discuss Canada’s high winter loss and the actions needed to support our industry through this 
tough time.  Osee has also participated in a CHC working group on Canadian Honey Bee Sustainability which is a forum to 
exchange information and coordinate efforts to improve the Canadian beekeeping industry’s resiliency.  The industry-Government 
Honey Bee Sustainability Working group (WG) will provide a forum for: 

§  Exploring options for short term actions that could help address challenges to restoring and maintaining 
hive population numbers due to high-overwinter losses this year.  

§  Identifying medium to long-term options/solutions to improve domestic capacity to produce and maintain 
high-quality honey bees and to managing other challenges to maintaining honey bee colonies.  

As you can see, the board has been busy as a representative on your behalf.  Please stay engaged with the board as we proceed 
through out these next steps of  our advocacy to the government.  It is important that we all stay on message as we reach out for 
assistance.  It is also important that you continue to reach out to the board as we all manage through this year’s difficult conditions.  
We need to hear what is happening and we need to hear what needs to be done so that we can effectively represent you to the 
decision makers of  this province.  

Reach out to me or anyone on the board at anytime, contact information is found at www.manitobabee.org. 

Ian Steppler                                                                                                                                                                                           
Chairperson, MBA 

 

          

          5 Frame Honey Bee Nucs in a Jester EZ Nuc box with: 

• An established and laying queen with bees to cover brood. 
• 3 frames with brood to equal a minimum of 2 full frames of  

     brood. 
• 1 frame with feed and 1 frame for growth. 

 

www.westmanhoneybeeproducers.ca 
 

 

Phone 204-728-9129 or text 204-720-1660 
 

2022 Pricing 

1-9 @ $245/nuc 

10-39 @ $243/nuc 

40-99 @ $241/nuc 

100-149 @ $238/nuc 

150-200+ @ $235/nuc 

ORDER TODAY!! 

NEW FOR 2022!!

ORDER 10+ Nucs TODAY and pay your deposit with a 
postdated cheque for Jan 1, 2022!  

***Deposit refundable up to March 1, 2022*** 

http://www.manitobabee.org/
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                         Rhéal Lafrenière, Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development 

2022 Honey Bee Inspection Report 

2021-22 Annual Winter Loss Survey Results: 
According to the 2021-22 Annual Winter Loss Online Survey conducted in Manitoba this spring, the preliminary estimate of  the 
average percent losses in operations with 50 or more colonies was estimated to be 57.2%, which is the highest losses in recent 
history.  Sixty-five commercial beekeepers responded to this year’s online survey. A summary of  the Manitoba data (Table 1) was 
provided to the National Survey Committee of  the Canadian Association of  Professional Apiculturists (CAPA) for their 
“Preliminary Report on Honey Bee Wintering Losses in Canada (2022)”.  
  
The Final Report on National Wintering Losses will be released in mid-July.  As it stands right now, the average losses in Manitoba 
for commercial colonies wintered outdoors was estimated to be 54.5% and indoors 58.1%. In most years, indoor colonies have a 
higher survival rate than outdoor colonies. In fact, indoor colonies had much lower average losses in April 2022 (i.e. 33.5%) when the 
first preliminary survey in April was taken. Outdoor wintered colonies in the April survey was much closer to the current average at 
51.3%.  Severe spring dwindle and culling of  non-viability colonies was reported to be much higher than normal for indoor wintered 
colonies. Regardless, anytime winter losses are below 30% would be considered bad winter survival.   Typically winter losses in 
Manitoba are between 15% – 25% with 15% being on the low side of  the normal range and 25% on the high side.  This winter 
would certainly meet the definition of  a disaster!  
  
The most frequently reported reasons for the losses were: ineffective Varroa control (#1), weather (#2), do not know (#3) and weak 
colonies in the fall (#4).  The extremely hot, dry condition during the summer allowed honey bee populations to boom but those 
conditions also favored population growth of  Varroa mites. Mite levels this fall were higher than usual and difficult to get under 
control before the colonies went into winter. Although it has been hard to pinpoint exactly all the factors involved, quality of  feed/
syrup and an abundance of  late blooming canola in some areas were no doubt significant contributing factors. It is important to note 
that every year there are several beekeepers that suffer high bee losses during winter. The losses are sometimes directly related to 
management deficiencies, but in many cases the losses cannot be explained. 
  
The number of  beekeepers reporting that they monitor Varroa mite levels in their hives (spring and fall) using either sticky boards or 
alcohol is encouraging at 58.5% and an additional 10.8% indicated that they monitor for Varroa at least 3 times a year.  
Unfortunately, in this day and age that number needs to be 100%.  Apivar (#1), Oxalic Acid (#2) and Thymovar (#3) were the three 
most commonly used Varroa mite treatment options in the spring. Whereas, Oxalic acid (#1), Apivar (#2) and Formic Acid (#3) 
were the top three reported mite treatments used in the fall. 
  
Regarding treating for Nosema disease (either in the spring or fall), less than 20% of  the beekeepers reported treating and 
approximately 1/3 of  them were not using Fumagilin-B, which is the only therapeutic product registered in Canada. Although 
Nosema disease is a general term used to refer to the microsporidian infections caused by either Nosema apis or N. ceranae, N. 
ceranae is generally considered more competitive and has effectively displaced N. apis as the dominate species.   
  
Nosema disease has long been linked to weakening and severe dwindling of  colonies, especially in the presence of  other stressors 
such as malnutrition, pesticides and other diseases or parasites. It is highly possible that Nosema disease could have also been a 
significant contributing factor in this year’s winter losses that went undetected last fall. At first, a Nosema infected colony may show 
little signs of  being infected but eventually the performance of  infected bees will start to affect the development of  the colony. This 
disease impacts the adult bee’s ability to fully utilize the nutrition in its food, especially proteins, which can negatively affect the 
lifespan of  the bee. 

This might also explain why unusually high levels of  Nosema spore loads were being detected in honey bee samples collected by the 
KRTP Bee Health Monitoring program this spring. The Economic Threshold (ET) for Nosema spores per bee is 1 million and 
halfway through the KRTP's spring sampling, at the end of  May, the average spore count they were finding was just under 15 million 
spores per bee. Some levels as high as 28 million spores per bee! It is important to note that this data is based on composite yard 
samples . In response, an Extension Alert about the high Nosema levels was circulated earlier this summer. The Alert was circulated 
via the email list associated with beekeepers that have an email address associated with their provincial beekeeper registration. If  you 
did not get this email sent to you directly and want to be on this communication list, please send me your email address before 
August 18th 2022 and I will add you to the list.

https://capabees.com/shared/CAPA-preliminary-report-on-winter-losses-2021-2022_FV.pdf
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 Table 1. Summary of the Annual Winter Loss Survey Data for 2021-22 - Manitoba 
Total number of colonies operated in 2021  
(from StatsCan) 114,837 

Type of data collection (online, email, postal, telephone) Online & Email 
Number of beekeepers targeted by survey 178 
Number of respondents 65 
 (% of participation) 36.5% 
Minimal size of beekeeping operations targeted by survey (# of colonies) 50 
Number of respondents’ colonies that were wintered in fall 2021 71,492 
Percentage of surveyed colonies as a proportion of the total number of colonies 
in the province 62.3% 

Provincial Winter Loss including Non-viable Colonies 57.2% 
Percent of colonies wintered outdoors (%) 43.3% 
Percent of losses of colonies wintered outdoors (%) 54.5% 
Percent of colonies wintered indoors (%) 56.7% 
Percent of losses of colonies wintered indoors (%) 58.1% 

1st reported cause of death Ineffective Varroa 
control 

2nd reported cause of death Weather 
3rd reported cause of death Don’t know 

4th reported cause of death Weak colonies in the 
fall 

Varroa monitoring: % of beekeepers using sticky boards 19.0% 
Varroa monitoring: % of beekeepers using alcohol wash 77.6% 
% of beekeepers monitoring with either sticky board or washing technique  
both in the Spring and Fall 58.5% 

% of beekeepers monitoring with either sticky board or washing technique  
at least 3 times a year 10.8% 

Varroa treatment in Spring 2021: % of beekeepers who treated 96.9% 
Varroa treatment in Spring 2021: 1st main method of treatment Apivar (amitraz) 
Varroa treatment in Spring 2021: 2nd main method of treatment Oxalic acid 
Varroa treatment in Spring 2021: 3rd main method of treatment Thymovar (thymol) 
Varroa treatment in Summer/Fall 2021: % of beekeepers who treated 98.5% 
Varroa treatment in Summer/Fall 2021: 1st main method of treatment Oxalic acid 
Varroa treatment in Summer/Fall 2021: 2nd main method of treatment Apivar (amitraz) 

Varroa treatment in Summer/Fall 2021: 3rd main method of treatment Formic Pro (formic 
acid) 

Nosemosis treatment in Spring 2021: % of beekeepers who treated with 
fumagillin 13.8% 

Nosemosis treatment in Fall 2021: % of beekeepers who treated with  
fumagillin 12.3% 

Nosemosis treatment in Fall 2021: % of beekeepers who reported at least one 
"other" product 7.7% 

  
 
This might also explain why unusually high levels of Nosema spore loads were being detected in honey bee 
samples collected by the KRTP Bee health Monitoring program this spring. The Economic Threshold (ET) for 
Nosema spores per bee is 1 million and the average spore count they have been finding was just under 15 

For more information about Nosema disease, please visit the KRTP Guide to Nosema Biology, Monitoring and Control.  If  you have 
any additional questions, please feel free to contact me rheal.lafreniere@gov.mb.ca  or Derek Micholson, krtpmb@gmail.com. If  you 
would like more information about KRTP projects and services such as their 2022 Bee Health Monitoring program, please visit the 
KRTP webpage: KRTP – Manitoba Beekeepers' Association. 

https://manitobabee.org/hive/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Guide_to_Nosema_Biology_Monitoring_and_Control.pdf
about:blank
about:blank
https://manitobabee.org/hive/krtp/
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Recently there has been a lot of  concerns about wax moth and the potential impact on the “dead outs” that are not going to be 
repopulated with bees this summer. In response, an Extension Alert on storing and protecting brood comb from wax moth was 
also circulated via email like the Alert on Nosema.  A few updates provided by Dr. Currie have been incorporated into the current 
version below: 
  
Wax Moth Species & Biology 
In Manitoba, we have both species of  wax moth; greater wax moth, Galleria mellonella L and lesser wax moth, Achroia grisella F. (Fig 
1).  Both species can cause significant damage to hive equipment but greater wax moth larvae are considered the more “impactful” 
and a more serious pest than lesser wax moth (Fig 2). The dried fruit moth, Vitula edmansae L. is another stored product pest found 
in Manitoba, which can also cause damage to hive equipment.  Similar in size to lesser wax moth, this pest is also considered less 
destructive than greater wax moth.  For the purpose of  this extension alert, the focus will be on greater wax moth as the principal 
pest of  concern and will simply be referred to as wax moth. 

Figure	1:	Adults	of	the	Greater	wax	moth	(	Le9)	and	the	Lesser	
wax	moth	(right)

Figure	2:	Mature	larva	(	le9)	and	the	Adult	moth	(	right)	of	the	
Greater	wax	moth

Wax moths are able to detect the smell of  beeswax from great distances away using their antennae. Adult female wax moths enter 
stored hive equipment at night and deposit eggs in cracks and crevices between the hives. The moths are most attracted to dark 
comb because it contains pollen and pupal skins that are an ideal protein source for the developing larvae. Although wax moth is 
capable of  damaging supers, it much prefers brood comb and unless the infestation is extremely large, super comb is rarely damaged 
by wax moth, unless it has residual granulated honey, them it can be a problem. Climatic factors such as temperature and wind 
direction have a strong influence on whether or not wax moth is likely going to be a significant pest that year.  For example, a hot 
summer/fall is typically more prone to wax moth outbreaks than a cool summer/fall.  In terms of  wind direction, years where there 
have been several days of  strong southerly winds during the spring, combined with warm spring temperatures has often resulted in 
increased populations of  migratory pest like diamondback moth and wax moth.  Temperature and relative humidity (RH) play a 
crucial role in determining the amount of  time wax moth requires to complete its lifecycle.  The optimum temperature for 
development is 29˚C - 35˚C with moderate 30% – 50% RH. It takes between 3-5 days for the eggs to hatch when the temperature is 
30˚C, and up to 35 days at 18˚C. Under ideal conditions it can take only 20 days for the larvae to complete its larval cycle, but in 
suboptimal conditions it can take several months.   

Feeding damage can occur at all larval stages but the final instar (i.e. 4th instar) 
is generally considered the most damaging stage (Fig 3). Prior to pupation, the 
mature larva will chew a cavity into the frame forming a gallery where it will 
spin a cocoon. In cases when there are large numbers of  wax moth pupating 
between the frames, the combs can become fused together. Under ideal 
conditions, the pupal cycle can be completed in approximately a week but 
under suboptimal condition it could take months.  For a detailed description 
of  the biology and lifecycle of  greater wax moth, please visit the following 
link:  Greater wax moth Galleria mellonella: biology and use in immune 
studies  Oxford Academic (oup.com) 

Impact of  wax moth on stored comb 
With the high winter losses and reports of  numerous dead hives not being repopulated with bees this summer, concerns about how 
to properly store the brood chambers and protect them from pests like wax moth have been circulating amongst beekeepers, 
especially on social media.  That said, it is also important to put this risk into perspective in terms of  potential impact vs probable 
impact.  For example, if  you currently have an ongoing problem with wax moth in your operation, having to store a lot of  brood 
chambers without bees to protect them would certainly increase the potential impact of  this pest.  The risk that an outbreak of  wax 
moth could occur increases dramatically because of  the increased habitat and food (i.e. brood chambers).  The fact that there is an existing 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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population of  wax moth in the operation further increases the risk that the wax moth population would not have to migrate very far to 
find ideal feeding and breeding habitat.  Now, if  the environmental conditions in the storage area where the brood chambers are 
stored is ideal for wax moth development, the likelihood (i.e. probability) that the wax moth could develop into an outbreak 
situation and cause significant damage to the stored comb increases dramatically. Although increasing the amount of  stored brood 
chambers could greatly increase the amount of  habitat and feed for the pest, without an existing wax moth population and 
favourable environmental conditions for the wax moth to thrive, the likelihood of  an outbreak of  wax moth in a single summer in 
Manitoba is fairly low.  It is therefore important to know whether you have an existing population of  wax moth in your operation 
and/or be able to monitor for the pest to determine if  or when control strategies are needed.  In most cases, if  there is not an 
existing wax moth population in the operation, simply monitoring for the pest and minimizing pest access to the stored equipment 
may be sufficient to prevent an outbreak. Separating the brood chambers from the honey supers can be an effective way of  
focusing your monitoring and cold storage needs on the dark comb.  

Minimizing wax moth damage though monitoring and proper storage 
The simplest way to monitor for wax moth is to set up a light trap in the shed where the brood chambers are being stored.  It can 
be as simple as a light bulb over a pail of  soapy water or using a “black light” to increase the attractiveness.  Using a bug zapper can 
also be an effective way of  ensuring that the attracted moths meet a quick demise.  Using this light trap technique is a form of  
early detection on whether wax moth adults are able to access or are already in your storage shed.  Periodically (e.g. once a week or 
at least 2-3 times a month) checking for wax moth feeding in your stored brood chambers is still the best and safest way to stay on 
top of  minimizing the impact of  wax moth.  
  
Storing the brood chambers under environmental conditions that either kill the pest or at least minimize the feeding and 
development of  the pest can be an effective control strategy on its own and when combined with monitoring can determine if  
additional control activities are required to break the development of  the pest and reset the population as low as possible. Unused 
equipment should be stored in a cool (i.e. <12˚C), well ventilated building that is protected from invading wax moth adults.  Wax 
moth are discouraged from colonizing equipment in dry, well light areas as opposed to a dark damp building.  In fact, you are 
better off  criss-crossing your boxes rather than trying to create a so called “moth- proof ” stack of  boxes.  
Storing brood chambers in refrigerated trailers or over-wintering buildings with air conditioning can be an effective way to protect 
the equipment for wax moth and if  held at a cold enough temperature can not only effectively halt feeding and development of  
the larvae but it can kill them. Below are the shortest times found for killing wax moth larvae via cold storage, but it is important to 
note that this was based on laboratory studies and the thermal mass of  comb particularly if  it has honey and pollen the 
temperature inside stacks stays warm relative to ambient temperatures.  Taking temperature readings within the stacks would 
provide better temperature data and allow you to properly adjust the time required to effectively control the pest see figure 3. 

-15˚C               for 2 hours 
-12˚C              for 3 hours 
-7˚C                for 4.5 hours 
 0˚C                for 4 hours 
+2˚C               for 6 days 
+5˚C               for 10 days 
+10˚C             for 15 days 

Figure	3	Temp	to	control	Wax	moth

Heating the brood chambers has also been used to kill wax moth.  Exposing the equipment to 
46˚C for 80 minutes or 49˚C for 40 minutes will be sufficient to kill all life stages of  the pest. 
Treatment exposure periods should not begin till specified temperatures are reached. Combs 

should not be heated above 49˚C because combs will sag above this temperature and beeswax 
melts at about 64˚C. Frames of  comb should be heat-treated only in the upright position and 
should not be handled until allowed to cool. Heat treatment should be used only for comb 
containing little or no honey 

There are currently no specific chemical fumigants registered to control wax moth in beekeeping equipment in Canada.  We are 
therefore not going to discuss those options in this extension alert. Other than say that there has been some discussion regarding 
pursuing Emergency Use Registration for some of  the chemical treatments used in the US. More specifically a biological control 
product that uses a bacteria, Bacillus thuringiensis Berliner var. aizawa (Bta) to control wax moth larvae in equipment.  
Prevention is generally regarded as the best form of  control.  Below is a list of  suggested prevention tactics for managing wax 
moth infestations: 

·       Maintain strong colonies.  A well populated hive will be better able to protect itself  against wax moth invasion.  It is 
also better at removing wax moth larvae and repairing damage caused by the pest. 

·       Do not leave “deadout” hives in the beeyards!  
·       Avoid long-term storage of  equipment (i.e. try to use all the supers/brood chambers at least once per season). 
·       Separate dark and light comb in your storage shed. Wax moth prefers dark comb! 
·       Store the unused equipment in a cool, well ventilated building that is capable of  preventing invading adult moths 

from entering the building.  Wax moth are discouraged from colonizing equipment in dry, well-lit areas as oppose to 
a dark damp building.  In fact you are better off  criss-crossing your boxes rather than trying to create a so called 
“moth- proof ” stack of  boxes. 

·       Using bug zappers or bait traps can sometimes help to control adult moths. 
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Rhéal Lafreniere

Prairie Sun 
Beeswax

Ted & Joanna, Jordan & Emily Turnbull
Elgin, Manitoba

For delivery & pricing call
204-769-2118 
204-741-0703

www.prairiesunbeeswax.com

Wax Rendering & Sales
Wax rendering of cappings, frames and slum.

Cash paid for finished blocks.

·       Monitor stored equipment for the presents of  wax moth larvae on a regular basis through out the summer. 
·       If  at all possible try to store all comb equipment in an unheated, non-insulated building over winter.  FREEZE BABY 

FREEZE!!  
  

If  you have any questions regarding wax moth monitoring and control, please feel free to contact rheal.lafreniere@gov.mb.ca, Derek 
Micholson, krtpmb@gmail.com or Rob.Currie@UManitoba.ca  

Lastly, I just wanted to say thank you to the entire beekeeping industry for my 26.5 year career with Manitoba Agriculture.  I am going 
to make this short and sweet because my article is already six pages long.  My last day of  work will be July 20th and on August 19th, I 
will be officially retired from government and my Provincial Apiarist position. My favourite part of  my job has always been working 
with the bees, beekeepers and colleagues.  My least favourite part of  the job is the “government stuff ” and the politics that plague 
every industry, institution or organization.   
  
I tried to work with all beekeepers and find the common ground that allows us to rally together rather than let the divisive issues tear 
us apart. I am not sure I always succeeded but that has been my guiding light throughout my career and in fact my personal 
philosophy in life. At times, it has been hard to stick to that principal, but I always find my way back there.   I will leave this job having 
tried to have been respectful of  the wide range of  philosophies about beekeeping and have found friendship in that same diverse 
group. I tried to be fair with my judgement but knowing that I sometimes have a low tolerance for BS, which is not the best quality in 
my line of  work, I would let my emotions show and express my dissatisfaction.  Perhaps not the most professional at times, and for 
that I apologize.  I also occasionally (i.e. maybe too often) would drop F-bombs unconsciously but sometimes intentionally to 
emphasis a point. Again, not very professional and for that I apologize. I jokingly have said that if  I would have put 25 cents into a 
swear jar every time I dropped an f-bomb at work, I would have been able to retire a year sooner.  It certainly would have been a 
better investment than some of  my RRSP. 
  
Many people are asking what I am planning to do in retirement and my immediate response is that for the next three months my plan 
is not to have a plan.  I want to explore some new interests as well as interests that I have not done for many years.  Like most retired 
people, my wife and I plan to travel more but have no specific trips planned as of  yet. We are looking forward to living in the moment 
and not being too tied down. I am keeping all options open to fill my spare time, which could include getting a job…in what I do not 
know, but love having the opportunity of  figuring that out.  
  
My wife bought me a metal detector (I am such an old man, well beyond my years), which I plan to take up as a hobby and I have 
started collecting old soda and beer bottles (late 1800 – early 1900). If  any of  you have or know of  old turn of  the century 
homesteads that would not be opposed to having a couple of  old detectorists beep the ground or know of  old abandoned garbage 
dumps that would not be opposed to a couple of  old pickers scavenge for old bottles, please keep me in mind.  All the best and bee 
nice to each other! 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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ELEVATE YOUR QUEEN GAME 
WITH OHB SASKATRAZ™

OHB IS THE ONLY CERTIFIED PRODUCERS OF OHB IS THE ONLY CERTIFIED PRODUCERS OF 
THE SASKATRAZ™ HYBRID QUEEN IN THE U.S.THE SASKATRAZ™ HYBRID QUEEN IN THE U.S.

CALIFORNIA/HAWAIICALIFORNIA/HAWAII
530. 865. 0298530. 865. 0298
TOLL FREETOLL FREE
877. 865. 0298877. 865. 0298

SUMMER QUEENS AVAILABLE NOW!

Italian • Saskatraz™ • Carniolan

Olivarez Honey Bees, Saskatraz™   OHBEES.COMOHBEESHQ

The Saskatraz™ Program was established
with diverse genetics to enrich sustainable economic traits such as:
Honey Production • Tolerance to Varroa Mites • Overwintering

Gentle Temperament • Economic Sustainability

GET A CASH ADVANCE 
WHEN YOU NEED IT   
Join other Western Canadian 
farmers who already rely on 
CCGA’s long-standing experience 
as an Advanced Payments 
Program administrator.

When you’re ready to apply, we’ll be here. 
Get an Advanced Payments Program cash 
advance from CCGA. Our experienced team 
makes it easy. Call 1-866-745-2256 or 
visit ccga.ca/cash

Advance Payments 
Program

Programme de 
paiements anticipés

                       

Canadian	Honey	Council	
Summer	Report

Osee Podolsky
The spring build up moving into June has been a struggle across the country, especially in the western provinces. With 
Saskatchewan and Alberta reporting similar conditions to Manitoba, as well as high Nosema counts being discovered in 
Saskatchewan. British Columbia reporting that a cold wet spring hampered hive build up, and most of  the pollination in orchards 
being notably later than usual. Out east in Ontario and Quebec hive build up was also difficult. Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritimes 
reported being short hives for berry pollination. 

The Canadian Honey Council had a meeting with The Honorable Marie-Claude Bibeau Federal Minister of  Agriculture, which 
members of  CFIA attended. The meeting was mostly informational to get the Minister up to speed on the current situation with 
the Canadian beekeeping industry. The federal government seems to be onboard with helping beekeepers financially to recuperate 
from losses, but the exact avenue this may be done is still to be determined. Follow-up meetings and discussions are to come, with 
each province expected to propose a program idea which will work best for their situation.  

Discussions are still underway with CFIA to open new avenues for replacement stock into Canada with Italy and Ukraine being the 
primary. A new USA risk assessment is still on the table, but to be blunt, progress has been slow with CFIA being less than “gung 
ho” to perform a new risk assessment. The call has been put out to industry and provinces to provide more information on new 
hive health developments to warrant a risk assessment revisit. Work and discussions are still continuing on this matter though, I will 
continue to provide updates.  

I wish everyone a good honey harvest, and healthy bees!	
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I sincerely hope everyone’s summer is going better than the spring. 

The KRTP Bee Health Monitoring Program sampling began slowly at the beginning of  May, with a few beekeepers 
asking for sampling earlier in the season, but most asking to delay my spring visits. In all, 18 beekeepers registered for 
the program and a total of  31 yards were sampled this spring, covering all beekeeping regions in Manitoba. While some 
hives sampled early in May had some higher varroa levels (e.g. 2%) just after beekeepers had applied treatments, overall 
mite levels for all hives sampled this spring were very low (avg = 0.21%). One notable exception was one beekeeper who 
had treated with Apistan and still had a few hives with some higher levels post-treatment. 

A more interesting result from this spring’s sampling, however, was that of  high Nosema levels, particularly in the first 
half  of  my sampling over the month of  May. Yard averages (based on composite bee samples taken from 10 hives per 
yard) during that time period were ~15 million spores per bee, with some yards testing as high as 28 million spores per 
bee, which prompted Rhéal to issue his High Nosema Alert that went out to beekeepers in early June. The second half  
of  my sampling in June did see lower levels, however, the June average was still about 5 million spores which is still well 
above the economic threshold of  1 million. The overall average for the entire spring sampling was just under 10 million 
spores per bee. These results hint at Nosema being a larger factor in overwintering & spring dwindling losses this year. 
It is also worthy to note that the vast majority of  those in the monitoring program indicated they are not treating for 
Nosema in either spring or fall, with most noting they had stopped treating for Nosema soon after Fumagillin 
previously became unavailable, and they have not since returned to a Nosema treatment regime. Based on my 
sampling, it would be wise for beekeepers to monitor their Nosema levels more closely and think about renewing their 
treatment regimes. The Manitoba Veterinary Diagnostic Services lab is open for beekeepers to submit samples directly 
(a drop-off  appointment and payment up-front is required). Please also see the KRTP Guide to Nosema Biology, 
Monitoring, and Control for more information and a step-by-step instruction on using a microscope to diagnose and 
calculate Nosema levels (https://manitobabee.org/hive/3095/guide-to-nosema-biology-diagnosis-and-
management/). 

Another finding from the monitoring program was a high amount of  virus present in many samples—particularly 
Sacbrood Virus (SBV) and Black Queen Cell Virus (BQCV) and but also Deformed 
Wing Virus (DWV) in some samples. It is interesting to note that BQCV has 
particularly closer associations with Nosema—with Nosema opening the infection 
route for BQCV by damaging the epithelial cells of  the midgut, and BQCV in turn 
exacerbating the course of  Nosema infection. While no treatments for viruses 
exist, controlling pathogens like Nosema and Varroa remain important strategies to 
help keep virus levels at bay.	

Unfortunately, the MBA field day was canceled this year; however, the KRTP was 
able to hold two in-person workshops this spring, including a workshop in early 
May on how to apply each of  the different registered acaricides, and a hands-on 
queen rearing workshop held in partnership with Scott Creek Honey at the end of  
June. Please watch the ‘Upcoming Workshops’ page of  the KRTP website (https://
manitobabee.org/hive/category/krtp/upcoming-workshops/) for future KRTP 
events.	

KRTP Summer Report

Derek Micholson
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Derek Micholson 

KRTP Program Lead 

The KRTP has also been hard at work re-building the research apiary which is currently back up to about 50 hives. 
Unfortunately, it seems that one of  our planned research projects/partnerships has fallen through for this season, but we 
are instead aiming to continue with fine-tuning some of  the oxalic acid research we began last fall. The KRTP will also 
be conducting further amitraz (Apivar) resistance testing this summer/fall and we are now actively looking for bees and 
mites to test. Mite levels should be at a minimum 3% to be able to run an effective test. If  anyone has hives with elevated 
mite levels at any point this season, PLEASE do not hesitate to give me a call/send me an email (before treatments go 
in!). I would be very happy to coordinate a pickup of  bees from your operation to use for testing. You do not need to be 
part of  the monitoring program or other KRTP programs to participate, and hives do not need to have been treated with 
amitraz this year. Anyone can donate bees/mites for testing! Get in touch! 

Lastly, I would just like to congratulate Rhéal Lafrenière on a job very well done and wish him all the best in his 
retirement! I’ve been very fortunate to have worked closely with Rhéal over the years and would like to extend my 
personal thanks for all his hard work getting the KRTP up and running. Enjoy your retirement, Rhéal!! 

Editorial	

Manitoba	Provincial	Apiarist	Rhéal	Lafrenière	ReMres!!	
After 26.5 years working for Manitoba Agriculture Rhéal has decided to retire. I have known Rhéal since 2003 when I enrolled into 
the beekeeping course for beginners at the U of  M. During the course I had approached Rhéal about trying to a site to put a couple 
of  nucs I was to receive that spring. In our talks being new to the area as Rhéal had just moved from Clandaboye, MB , he was also 
looking for a beeyard near the city where we both lived. We made a pact that if  either one of  us found a yard we would have our 
hives in the same apiary! Wow I HAVE THE  PROVINCIAL APIARIST AS A MENTOR!! We did find a site and had our hives 
together for about 6 years before I decided to expand and Rhéal continued to have bees at that yard for a couple of  decades. 
Talking with young and older beekeepers over the years Rhéal has been extremely helpfully, knowledgeable, highly respected, 
committed and (the go to guy) in many aspects of  our industry, the new PA will have some big shoes to fill , literally and fugitively!! 
Thank you for everything you have done for myself  and all the beekeepers in Manitoba!! 

Rheal retires effective August 19th, 2022 with 26.5 years service with Manitoba Agriculture. 
(Will be vacating his former office by 20 July 2022). Below are pictures of  his retirement party held July 14th at the U of  M.  
Thank you to Jim Campbell for taking the pictures!

Left to Right: Dave Holder, Paul Kozak, Carmelle 
Lafreniere, Rheal Lafreniere, Derek Micholson, Rob Curri

Dan Lecocq

(204) 997-6793 

krtpmb@gmail.com 

mailto:krtpmb@gmail.com
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VITA BEE HEALTH IS DELIGHTED TO 
ANNOUNCE THE RETURN OF THE 
ORIGINAL TRUSTED FUMAGILIN-B 
FOR THE PREVENTION OF NOSEMA 
IN HONEY BEES

FUMAGILIN- B

We Care For 
Your Bees

vitabeehealth.com  

VitaBeeHealthNorthAmerica 

VitaBeeHealth

www

Effective against  
Nosema apis and N. ceranae

Proudly manufactured in Canada 
for Canadian beekeepers.
Working in partnership with the 
Canadian Honey Council.

LEARN MORE  
ABOUT THIS DISEASE

2428 Fumagilin-B Advert Manitoba Beekeeper.indd   1 20/12/2019   11:30
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Ian	Steppler

Interlake / Kap  Report

Paul Gregory

Summer  2022

It has been a rough Spring with snow covering some wrapped colonies until the first week of  May . I have never experienced  bad 
weather for so long in duration in the many years of  commercial beekeeping in the Interlake! . Bees are slowly building up but we had 
fairly high levels of  Nosema and we did lose some queens to this disease. We are looking at early Spring treatment options for next 
Spring and using Fumidil especially for queen breeding yards. 
Our Queens that we did purchase this Spring did come Italy ( Buckfast stock ) and are looking good . Unfortunately , the Ukrainian 
queen producer was not able to sell queens until later due to the tragic war going on but they were able to offer Carpathian queens later 
in the Spring through Dancing Bee .  I hope the war does not affect these brave souls located in the Poltava Oblast – “ Slava Ukraini ” . 
  
Our MBA Board has been hard at work to lobby for disaster help from the Provincial government and to lobby the opening of  borders 
for package bees next year as per motions that were passed at the emergency meeting held in MacGregor this Spring. 
I know many beekeepers did not take mortality insurance and may not be applying for AgriStability coverage BUT with the government 
closely monitoring our industry , we all should be liquidating our AgriInvest accounts this year.  The optics of  having some beekeepers 
holding thousands of  dollars in their AgriInvest account while pleading for government money is not good.  With the government 
deficits from Covid , long queues for medical attention , bad roads and drainage; there is all kinds of  pressures on all levels of  
government. We have to realize that , yes , our industry dd lose $18 million of  bees this year . Yes, we need help now. But the actuarial 
staff  that monitor government programs do look at industry statistics and if  many beekeepers have unused AgrInvest accounts then 
the possibility of  some program dollars is diminished. 
  
Hoping for warm dry weather this Summer. 
Paul Gregory 
Interlake Honey Producers Ltd.

Did	You	Know?	
	All	beekeepers	should	be	aware	of	a	recent	ruling	:	
Lyme	disease	is	now	covered	under	worker’s	
CompensaMon	in	Manitoba	.	It	should	be	imperaMve	
that	beekeeper’s	families	and	their	staff	have	workers	
compensaMon	as	this	disease	can	develop	into	a	life	
threatening	chronic	disease	.	This	is	especially	true	for	
our	TFW’s	as	they	may	not	have	the	monetary	
resources	to	treat	this	insidious	disease.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andermatt Canada Inc. • www.andermattcanada.com • sales@andermattcanada.ca • Telephone: 506-444-5690

The Source for Varroa Mite Control Products
ANDERMATT CANADA PROVIDES BEEKEEPERS WITH PROVEN TOOLS TO 
MANAGE VARROA MITE WITH A COMPLETE PROGRAM APPROACH USING 
NATURAL PRODUCTS WHILE PROTECTING YOUR BEES FROM THIS INVASIVE PEST.

•  Sourced from a naturally occurring plant extract
•  No proven resistance by varroa mite
•  Demonstrated high rate of efficacy when applied

by label directions
•  Long Acting
THYMOVAR is also approved by ECO CERT 
as an ORGANIC input.

VARROX Vaporizer
•  Original design for

oxalic acid vaporization
• Sturdy for long-life

FAM Dispenser
•  Sturdy construction for

multiple years life
•  Regulates vaporization

of formic acid in hive
•  Easy to apply
•  Developed by Swiss Bee Institute

LIEBEG Dispenser
•  Provides ability to

monitor quantity of
formic acid used

•  Paper wicks to manage
application rate

•  Application based on Hive volume
•  Developed by Swiss Bee Institute

NEW VARROX EDDY Vaporizer
•  Re-chargeable Lithium

battery operation
•  Simple to use with

automatic cycle
•  Operator safety – no

need to stand by & watch
•  Easy to transport in a compact carrying case

THYMOVAR – “Gentle on Queens”

TOOLS FOR OXALIC ACID VAPORIZATION TOOLS FOR FORMIC ACID APPLICATION
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NOD APIARY PRODUCTS

NOD APIARY PRODUCTS

NOD APIARY PRODUCTS

NOD APIARY PRODUCTS
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MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
2022 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

January 1, 2022 to December 31,2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payment Due January 1, with Deadline for membership payment – March 31, 2022 
 
MEMBERSHIPS    
 

1. Associate Membership (A Volunteer, non-voting category, for beekeepers with 49 or fewer honey bee colonies in 
Manitoba, or a local or out-of-province industry supporter)  

$60.00 
     

2. Full Membership (A Producer who keeps 50 or more honey bee colonies in Manitoba, and who is a sole 
proprietor, or is the Designated Representative of a partnership, corporation, or Hutterite colony) 

  
Base Fee $200.00 
Levy (50 to 1000 colonies) Colony number  @0.45 per colony  
Additional Levy (1001 or more colonies) Colony number (Total minus 1000) @0.14 per colony  
TOTAL  (Base Fee plus Levy plus Additional Levy)  
 

3. INSTITUTION – A Non-Canadian individual, organization, or entity, serving as a broker or library, requesting the 
MBA newsletter for reference material or other use.                 $100.00US 

 
BEE RESEARCH FUNDS-DONATIONS 
 
BARRY FINGLER MEMORIAL FUND  (Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association)  
CANADIAN BEE RESEARCH FUND   (Canadian Honey Council)  
KNOWLEDGE RESEARCH TRANSFER PROGRAM (cash or in-kind donation, please contact Secretary)   
  
INSURANCE (see MBA website Bees-Protection for details) Not available after March 31 
 
BEEKEEPERS LIABILITY INSURANCE (valid 5 May 2022-5 May 2023) @ $70.20 per year  
 
JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  -  (THIS SERVICE AVAILABLE TO MBA MEMBERS ONLY)  Not available after March 31 
 
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL      - $60.00 per year  
BEE CULTURE                            - $55.00 per year  
                          

TOTAL AMOUNT                 $_______
          
  
I request that the above amount be deducted from my account at the Manitoba Co-operative Honey Producers Limited. 
 
THERE IS NO “AUTOMATIC” DEDUCTION FOR PAST MEMBERS.   

Applicants, please approve deduction by initialing here.  _________________________ 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  INFORMATION MAY BE USED TO PROVIDE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES BENEFITIAL TO MEMBERS. 
 
 
APPLICATION DATE:  _____________________ APPLICANTS SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________________________ 

 
Please return this completed application together with payment to: 

Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
 PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO 

Winnipeg, MB, R2J 4A3 

 
NAME:  ________________________________  COMPANY NAME: __________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS ________________________________________________POSTAL CODE____________ 
 
TELEPHONE__________________________   EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF COLONIES EXPECTED TO BE OPERATED IN 2022 ___________________________ 
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W E  B U Y  H O N E Y  &  W A X
 | A S K  F O R  P H I L I P P E  O R  S É B A S T I E N1 800 567-3789 | info@odem.ca | odem.ca

O D E M  I N T E R N AT I O N A L

Y O U R  P A R T N E R  IN SALES
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Marg Smith

Red	River	Apiarist	AssociaMon
Summer	Report

SSSSSSSLLLLLLLOOOOOOWWWWWW!!!… that’s the way things have been going for the Red River Apiarists this year, 
particularly for hobbyists!  New students, just coming out of  the U of  M course, were pretty discouraged by the lack of  access to 
bees / prices, so they have, for the most part, opted out of  beekeeping for this year.  What a shame!  

If  our bees are any indication of  how the commercial operations are doing, things are still SLOW!  As my husband, Rob, and I flew 
over the fields into Winnipeg airport a few days ago, there were not too many fields in bloom.  Checking the hives of  even one site, 
shows there is no panic to add more boxes just yet.  Not much wonder lots of  
beekeepers are skeptical about this year’s crop size.   

RRAA members are reporting that there are no swarms, even though the swarm 
patrol is in effect.  The swarm patrol might have the odd removal to do from an 
old farm house to do, but they're haven’t been too many calls this year. Mentors 
have had questions asked of  them, but there hasn’t been much action, as there have 
not been new students. Most questions have been of  the nature of  what to do with 
the frames of  honey and pollen from dead-outs.   

As far as activities for the RRAA goes, there are plans for a one-day display at 
the St. Vital Centre, in conjunction with the St. Vital Agricultural Society, 
August 6, 2022.  There are also plans for a “Beer and Bees” night, sometime in 
August, just to talk “shop” and enjoy the company of  others. Whether that is to 
commiserate, or to celebrate, will depend on how the weather goes over this next 
while.   

A meeting place for the RRAA is still pending for September.  The site we are hoping to use will not have anyone available to settle 
a contract until August, so we will just have to watch for news via an email blitz.  We are fairly confident that there will be a 
physical meeting, which will be a hybrid meeting (an in-person meeting which provides for ZOOM connection for those who 
still find distance /being in the presence of  crowds difficult) in September.   

One concern voiced by members has been the disappointment they felt this past Spring to have the prices for hives / nucs jump, 
after they have already signed a contract and put a deposit on them for a lower price earlier.  It is one thing to have someone come as 
a fresh buyer for bees and quote them a price, but to ‘break contract” just doesn’t seem fair.  Perhaps discussion on this is needed! 
(IMHO) 

Well, that’s about it, except to give a “wee tale” from our time visiting cousins in Scotland.  We were searching for ancestors’ 
gravestones in the old churchyard where Rob’s great-grandfather is buried, when it started to rain. We went to the church door, which 
happened to be open. When we went inside, we discovered that there was a “BEE SCHOOL” taking place.  No one was about, but 
just as we were leaving to go back out to the car, in came 3 adults and a couple of  children in complete bee-suits. They had been out 
back of  the church, checking they're hives. SO, passing on beekeeping to a new generation is alive and well in Scotland. Great to see!  

Hoping that your crop is OK or that you are successful in re-building from your losses!  BEE WELL! Marg 
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 EXECUTIVE AND DIRECTORS LIST 2022 
 MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION  
 
EXECUTIVE 
 
Chairperson: Ian Steppler 

(2024) 
 Box 7 Miami MB 
R0G 1H0 stepplerfarms@hotmail.com 

204 435-2491 

Vice-Chair: Mike Grysiuk 
(2025) 

2 Kuharski Street, Neepawa, Mb, R0J1H0 
mgrysiuk@mymts.net 

204 899 -9250 

CHC Director: 
         

Osee Podolsky 
(2023) 

Box 1 Ethelbert  MB 
R0L 0T0 osee@podolskihoneyfarms.com  

204-647-2265 

KAP Delegate: 
         

Paul Gregory 
(2023) 

Box328   Fisher Branch R0C 0Z0     
paul@interlakeforageseeds.com              

204 372-6920 

 
 
DIRECTORS 
 
 
Marg Smith 
(2025) 

1051 Porcher Road, St 
Andrews, MB. R1A 3N4    

margshoney@gmail.com   431 337-5479 

Adam Lewis 
(2024) 

Box 316, Austin, MB 
R0H 0C0 

lfarms@mts.net  204-637-2277 

Brad Hogg 
(2023) 

Box 16, Libau, MB.  
R0E 1C0 

brad@faithapiaries.ca 204 232-5180 

Becky Lane 
(2024) 

Suite 114.100 - 1300 18th 
Street 
Brandon, MB R7A 6X7 

beckylanebl@gmail.com  204 720-1660 

 
  
Directors Terms are until the AGM of the year indicated 
 
NON-VOTING APPOINTEES 
 
Secretary: Daryl Wright 326 Belvidere St, Winnipeg, R3J 2H3 

d.l.wright@shaw.ca     
204 229-9343 

Treasurer:   Nadine Lecocq Box 48123 Lakewood P.O. 
Winnipeg, MB   R2J 4A3 
nlmba@outlook.com  

 

RRAA Rep. Marg Smith 1051 Porcher Road, St Andrews, R1A 
3N4  margshoney@gmail.com  

431 337-5479 

BABA Rep. vacant   
          
 
PROVINCIAL APICULTURE OFFICE:  
 
545 University Cres. Winnipeg, MB, R3T 5S6                 204 945-4327 (FAX) 
 
Provincial 
Apiarist 

Rhéal Lafrenière 
 

rheal.lafreniere@gov.mb.ca 
 

204 945-4825 
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Interlake Honey Producers LTD P0 Box 328, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0 has the following positions: 
Apiary Technician    5 Positions Available 

Required for the 2023 honey season.   
Seasonal, full time, days, evenings and some Saturdays. Work is mostly outdoors, so must be able to work under hot conditions.  The job starts 
April 1st – July 1st.  End Date: Sept 10th – October 31st.  Wages: $14.00-$17.00/hour .  Minimum 2 years experience preferred.  Performance and/
or production bonus may be available.  
 Duties include but not limited to, feed and care for honey bees, replacement of  hives and production of  nucs, moving hives, supering hives, detect 
and report hive health and apply correct disease cures and/or controls, keep field and/or production records, harvest honey, working on extracting 
line, cleaning extracting equipment and honey house, raise queens, assemble and maintenance of  bee equipment, drive and maintain vehicles, other 
duties as assigned.  Work is very physically demanding, with long days and heavy lifting.  The job is located 2 hours north of  Winnipeg in the RM 
of  Fisher NE 33-23-1W in Fisher Branch, MB.  Send resume by mail to Box 328 Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0 or email anita@ifsltd.ca  
  

HARLTON APIARIES has 4 Seasonal positions available for the 2022 
Season 

4 Apiary Workers (NOC 8431) for March or April to end of  October 2022  
Wages $13 - $15.50 per hour depending on experience. 1-2 years experience preferred.  Operating a forklift is an asset. A valid driver’s license and the ability to 
speak English is an asset.  Duties include assisting with feeding, bee hive maintenance and treatments, moving hives, harvesting and extracting honey, and winter 
preparation and some building of  new hive equipment. 
Contact Irwin Harlton, Harlton Apiaries 
Box 644 Souris (MB) R0K 2C0 204-483-2382 
iharlton@mymts.net	

CLASSIFIEDS/EMPLOYMENT

For Sale: Single brood chambers $350, brood frames at $50 each 
Contact Roger at 204 434 6918 

For Sale: Cook & Beals spin float system. Heat exchanger - 
2018. Includes the oil. Used for two small years. Older spinner 
with auto drive, with new bearings kit and belts. $30,000 for 
whole set. Will sell separately. $16,000 for heat exchanger, 
$14,000 for spinner. Prices stated OBO. 

Progressive cavity pump 2.5" x 3" with single speed drive on a 
10-1 gearbox. May want a variable speed motor. 2018 with two 
small years of  use. Includes some pvc piping and fittings. $5,000 

Honey tanks. 2 stainless steel honey tanks with 2" honey gate 
valves. Each tank is 11 barrel capacity. Built on a steel stand that 
holds them off  the ground to fill barrels under plus a scale. 
Stand also accommodates the wax spinner, but can be cut off  
easily. $12,000 for whole unit. May sell separately. 

3000 gallon poly syrop tank. $2000 
500 gallon poly syrop tank. $400 
150 gallon poly syrop tank. $200 
Contact Rodger at rodgerwolgemuth@gmail.com

mailto:rodgerwolgemuth@gmail.com
mailto:iharlton@mymts.net
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For Sale: Spring quad wraps with Reflectix insulation for 
sale. 
Fits snuggly over 4 colonies or can custom sew to your 
dimension pricing: single high is $20 – double is $25. 
Quad style winter wraps for sale; single high $45 / double 
high are $55. Contact Interlake Forage Seeds Ltd at (204) 
372-6920 or (800)-990-1390. 

APIARY HARVESTER 
Duties: 
• Supering hives 
• Harvesting honey 
• Cleaning honey extraction & 
storage equipment 
• Honey extraction 
• Barrel moving, preparation, 
filling & storage 
• Manufacture, assemble, 
maintain hive equipment 
• Bee yard maintenance 
No experience required. 
 
Start Date: 
Feb 1/2022- July 12/2022 
End Date: 
September 17/2022 - Novem-
ber 1/2022 
 
Wage: $12.00 - $15.00 upon 
experience 
Positions Available: 15 
 
 

APIARY WORKER 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Assist in the production of nucs, 
queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize & report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & maintain 
hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep limited field and/or produc-
tion records 
• 1 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required 
 
Start Date: 
Feb 1/2022 - April 12/2022 
End Date: November 1/2022 
 
Wage: $12.68 - $15.00 upon experi-
ence 
Positions Available: 15 
 
 

APIARY TECHNICIAN 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Co-ordinate in the production of 
nucs, queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize and report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Drive and maintain vehicles 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & main-
tain hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep field and/or production 
records 
• Interact with external farm per-
sonnel 
• 2 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required. 
- May require travel to Kelowna, 
BC area 
- May supervise employees, very 
limited 
 
Start Date: 
February 1/2022 – April  12/2022 
End Date: November 1/2022 
 
Wage: $14.59 - $17.00 upon expe-
rience 
Positions Available: 10 

ASH APIARIES LTD. 
Box 297   Gilbert Plains, Manitoba   R0L 0X0 

Has the following seasonal employment opportunities 

Apply by sending resume to: 
Ash Apiaries Ltd 
c/o Bryan Ash 

Box 297 
Gilbert Plains, MB 

R0L 0X0 
Fax (204) 548-2112 

Phone (204) 548-2036 
email:  info@ashapiaries.com 

Or in person  
www.ashapiaries.com 

 
 

For Sale: 5-FRAME NUCS & SINGLE HIVES - Ready Third 
Week in May DOUBLE BROOD HIVES- Ready Early-Mid June 
2000 SUPERS with 9 Frames (mostly waxed dipped boxes) 
Call Ron @ LOE-BEE Honey Farms Ltd (204) 381-4529

For Sale:  1600  9 frame honey supers.  Boxes are in good shape. 
Most frames are plastic foundation.  
400 6 frame nuc boxes with drawn comb. All wax dipped boxes.  
Assortment of  lids, bottoms, feeder pails available as well 
Call or txt Mitch @ 204-871-6393 for more info  

For Sale: 500 - 9 Frame Honey Supers ... Sell in lots of  100 ... 
$40.00 each ... Call Larry Peters - 204-346-4108

For Sale:  Dakota Gunness Model 200. Very good condition.  
Used only 2 seasons. $7000. 36” Maxant cappings spinner. 
Excellent condition. Completely rebuilt 2 years ago, ¾ hp motor, 
10 stainless steel removable baskets.  $3200. 24” Maxant vertical 
honey and cappings auger with stand. Can be used to pump out of  
sump at floor level to capping spinner or tank. $600. 
               Contact:  Larry McKee at lbmckee@mts.net or 
204-227-4034

For Sale: 2012 Cowan deboxer: $7100,00,  2 - 300 gallon s.s.honey 
tanks (milk) on stand with 3" couplers: $1250.00, 200 gallon s.s 
honey(milk) tank, original drain opening: $300.00,  672 honey super 
drip pallets with airflow ventilation ability: $10/each. Contact Chris 
at 1-204-872-2398 or email:pilotman1977@gmail.com 

For Sale: 2  Pro Vap  oxalic acid vaporizers  
ONE vaporizer used once on 16 hives, the other one not used 
Asking $500 each 
Irwin harlton  1 204 570 2867 

  Miel Labonte Inc
A honey of a day!

HONEY WANTED

530, rang Nault, Victoriaville
Quebec,Canada
G6P 7R5
Tel:  (819) 758-3877
Fax: ( 819) 758-9386
jm.labonteinc.com 

mailto:lbmckee@mts.net
mailto:email%3Apilotman1977@gmail.com


THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER	 22

Zoom Snow Plow 
and Sand/salt 
spreader

Beehive Mover

Mulcher CR 1400

Rotary Harrow

Get a hive that will help 
you care for yours. 
Avant’s extensive product line of compact 
loaders and more than 200 attachments 
are designed to easily access pollination 
sites, load and transport bee hives 
efficiently and safely. 

Contact Us
Hepburn Enterprises
7945 Wilkes Ave
Headingley, Manitoba
204-889-3392
brock@hepburnenterprises.com
heburnenterprises.avantdealers.com
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Swarms	,	Swarms!!

Top Quality Products  
for Beekeepers
Đ Foundation

Đ  Queen Rearing Supplies

Đ  Beekeepers Apparel  
& Tools

Đ Hive Equipment

Đ Mite Controls

Đ  Honey  
Containers

Đ  Extracting Equipment

Đ Medications

Đ  Packaged Bees & Queens

Manitoba Cooperative Honey Producers Limited 
625 Roseberry Street, Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0T4 204.783.2240

www.beemaid.com

BeeMaidBeeStore.comShop online z

Order Desk 1-866-783-2240 ext. 228
Tracey Johnston 1-204-783-2240 ext. 229 | tjohnston@beemaid.com
Jeff Richards 1-204-783-2240 ext. 267 | jrichards@beemaid.com
Alvin Catalan 1-204-783-2240 ext. 244 | acatalan@beemaid.com

Proudly Owned by Canadian Beekeepers

We can handle your sugar 
requirements. Dry or liquid – 

small lots or trailer loads. 

Bee Maid buys light  
and dark beeswax at 
competitive prices.
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Figure	1.The New 
oxytet formulation 

for bees from   
Vita BeeHealth 

Canada  
is now available 

from your 
veterinarian.

It is vitally important to detect 
EFB and AFB as early as possible 
in order to prevent its further 
spread to healthy colonies.

Vita’s two quick and effective 
diagnostic kits, developed with 
Central Science Laboratory 
enable every beekeeper and 
veterinarian to test for the 
presence of EFB or AFB in bee 
colonies.

Vita Diagnostic kits  
for the early detection 
of European Foulbrood 
& American Foulbrood

NEW FORMULA From Vita Bee Health

TO PREVENT NOSEMA  
IN HONEY BEES

FUMAGILIN- B

Effective against Nosema apis and N. ceranae

vitabeehealth.comwww healthybeeguide.com  vitabeehealth @vitabeehealth780-676-0239

Available as 100g  sachets for  
small holdings or 400g tubs and  

10kg pails for commercial use.


