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MBA Presidents's 
Fall Report

Mark Friesen

August was fairly dry throughout the southern half  of  the province cutting off  the honey flow quite promptly. Different areas of  the 
province had varied rainfalls, and honey production as I have heard reported was down a marginal amount. Prices are on the upward 
trend however, and the demand has been sustained with many beekeepers reporting over $2.00/lb, some upwards of  $2.10/lb. 

Thank you everyone who attended the interactive quality feed workshop hosted by MBA and RRAA, for those who missed the 
excellent presentation by Rod Currie, you can access the video of  his presentation on the MBA website.  

I am happy to announce that the MBA has been approved funding for the KRTP (Knowledge Research Transfer Program) and that 
the program will be moving ahead in the coming year. How and what form the final team will look like will be unveiled after the 
KRTP steering committee hires a suitable candidate for the position. Currently the hiring and review process is well underway and 
for more information on that subject please refer to Ian’s reports as chair of  the KRTP steering committee. 

Our upcoming convention plans are not as certain as they may have been other years, presently the MBA are still planning to host a 
convention/AGM as we have always done, however due to the possibility of  changing circumstances and the limiting of  possible key 
note speakers(from the USA), the MBA is looking into the alternatives. The final decision to cancel other key conventions like the 
Alberta IPM has not happened so in all likelihood the MBA will have a convention of  some form. We are currently looking at an 
outdoor event later in the season; perhaps in April or June, however we have not ruled out a convention in February where mask 
would be mandatory. 

I hope the best for everyone’s fall as the bees get tucked away for the long winter. 

nature is healing

CALIFORNIA
530. 865. 0298
HAWAII
808. 328. 9249
TOLL FREE
877. 865. 0298     OHBees.com

ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY
HONEY PRODUCTION
OVERWINTERING
TOLERANT TO ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

SASKATRAZ
CARNIOLANS
ITALIANS 

• OUR STOCK IS CERTIFIED AHB FREE
• SMALL HIVE BEETLE FREE
• FOUNDING MEMBER OF PROJECT APIS M (PAM)
• FOUNDING MEMBER OF BEE INFORMED PARTNERSHIP

Olivarez Honey Bees

OHBEESHQ

Saskatraz™ breeders are bred for gentleness, honey production, overwintering 
ability, varroa mite tolerance and environmental stresses in natural selection 
apiaries. Pioneered in Canada by Albert Robertson and collaborators 
(www.saskatraz.com). OHB is the exclusive producer of Saskatraz™ hybrid 
queens in the U.S.A. using Saskatraz™ breeder queens provided yearly by 
Meadow Ridge Enterprise Ltd. 

transform hives with one
of our reigning queens

ORDER FALL QUEENS NOW!
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Executive and Directors 2020

Director 
Marg Smith (2022)

1051 Porcher Rd, St Andrews, MB, R1A 3N4

T 204 254-4509

marg@margshoney.com


Director 
Brad Hogg (2023)

Box 16, Libau, MB, R0E 1C0

T 204 232-5180

brad@faithapiaries.ca


Director 
Mike Grysiuk (2022)

30 Mendina Dr, La Salle ,MB, R0G 0A1

T 204 899-9250

mgrysiuk@mymts.net


Director 
Allen Martens ( 2021)

Box 623, Grunthal, MB, R0A 0R0

T 204 371-7643

hawthornridgeltd@gmail.com


President 
Mark Friesen (2021)

Box 2007, Morden, MB, R6M 1B7

T 204 250-3960

mfriesen.bees@gmail.com


Vice President 
Ian Steppler (2021)

Box 7, Miami, MB, R0G 1H0

T 204 435-2491

stepplerfarms@hotmail.com


CHC Director 
Osee Podolsky (2023)

Box 1, Ethelbert, MB, R0L 0T0

T 204 647-2265

osee@podolskihoneyfarms.com


KAP Delegate 
Paul Gregory (2023)

Box 328, Fisher Branch, R0C 0Z0

T 204 372-6920

paul@interlakeforageseeds.com


Secretary 
Daryl Wright

326 Belvidere St, Winnipeg, MB, R3J 2H3

T 204 229-9343

d.l.wright@shaw.ca


Treasurer 
Nadine Lecocq

Box 48123, Lakewood P.O

Winnipeg, MB, R2J 4A3

T 204 232-2200

nlmba@outlook.com


Provincial Apiculture 
Rhéal Lafrenière

545 University Cres, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 5S6

T 204 945-4825

rheal.lafreniere@gov.mb.ca


Red River Apiarist Rep 
Marg Smith

T 204 254-4509

marg@margshoney.com


South Central Beekeepers  Rep 
Josh Wiebe 

T 204 362-9364

southcentralbeekeepers@gmail.com


Brandon Area Beekeepers  Rep 
(Vacant)


Directors Terms are until the AGM of the year indicated
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Fall 2020

Manitoba Agriculture Extension Report

Rhéal Lafreniere

Provincial Apiarist Report  

Rhéal Lafreniere, Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development 

The Survey Says: 
According to the Winter Loss Survey for 2019-20, it would appear that the average percent loss this winter is estimated to 
be 24.7%, which is considered on the high side of  normal.  Typically winter losses in Manitoba fall somewhere between 
15% – 25%.  The average percent loss for outdoor wintered colonies is estimated to be 27.6% and indoor losses at 21.6%.  
This year we also collected winter loss data from non-commercial beekeepers (<50 colonies) and their average reported 
percent losses were substantially higher at 34.2%. The most commonly reported reasons for the losses were starvation, 
followed by poor queens , which was followed by weather conditions and weak colonies in the fall. Many beekeepers 
reported that weather conditions in the spring were the true problem and that they lost as many colonies this spring as 
they did all winter.  The National Annual Colony Loss Report has also recently bee published on the CAPA website - 
http://www.capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/  

Covid-19 Impacts: 
Due to the Covid-19 travel restrictions, little to no package bees were imported into Manitoba this spring. Traditionally 
between 3000 – 4000 packages are typically sold in Manitoba per year.  For the most part, local bees and bees from 
neighbouring provinces were able to make up the short fall.  It is still important to note that many large commercial 
beekeepers continue to favour package bees because the bees are available earlier, the supply is typically more predictable 
and they do not want the disease risk associated with the used equipment that comes with buying local bees on comb.  
That said, it is a positive sign to see more local beekeepers buying local bees to either manage their losses or expand their 
operation. 

 Covid-19 also greatly impacted the availability of  foreign labour to work in commercial beekeeping operations in Canada 
this spring.  Although the full complement of  Temporary Foreign Workers (TFW) that Manitoba beekeepers had applied 
for was not possible this spring, the number of  TFW that did come and the skill level of  the workers were considered 
sufficient to ease the concerns of  many of  the beekeepers that rely on the TFW program for much of  their labour.  Many 
beekeepers reported being able to find additional local labour (eg. students) to help fill some of  the low skilled jobs in 
their operations, but having some skilled TFW allowed them to be able to take on more local unskilled labour. 

Again, it is a positive sign to see how the beekeeping industry was able to rally with other agricultural industries that use 
the TFW program and work with the provincial and federal government to find solution to meet some of  their labour 
needs is such a short time period.  This was not an easy task and the stress level for all involved was at times through the 
roof, but perseverance prevailed!  

New Small Hive Beetle finds in Québec and Ontario: 

The Quebec Ministry of  Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAPAQ) has confirmed that they had found small hive beetles 
(SHB) linked to a shipment of  hives introduced from Ontario without authorization.  To date, a total of  twenty-three (23) 
cases of  SHB related to the shipment of  hives introduced from Ontario without authorization and three (3) cases related 
to natural incursions along the borders have been confirmed. The hives that were present in the shipment were 
immediately seized to minimize the potential for SHB spread. Unfortunately, the majority of  hives in the shipment had 
already been distributed to buyers in Quebec. MAPAQ implemented tracking and monitoring activities as well as 

http://www.capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
http://www.capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
http://www.capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
http://www.capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
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appropriate biosecurity and control measures to reduce the risks of  SHB spreading to other apiaries.  All beekeepers in 
Quebec are being asked to be very vigilant about monitoring for signs of  SHB. 

The Ministry of  Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) has confirmed a new SHB find  

in the Ottawa area.  The hive was voluntarily destroyed by the beekeeper who had initially discovered the beetle. However, 
numerous other beekeepers received bees from the same source. A letter has gone out to all the known customers 
instructing them to be vigilant about monitoring for signs of  SHB.  

Small Hive Beetle found in a queen shipment from Hawaii: 

On June 18th, an adult Small Hive Beetle (SHB) was found in a shipment of  728 queens from Hawaii (i.e. Kona).  The 
specimen was collected and submitted to CFIA for identification confirmation. After collecting the specimen and the 
associated queen cage, which were placed into the freezer immediately, 100% of  the cages in the shipment were inspected 
for additional beetles and none were found.  All the packing material associated with the queen shipment was also inspected 
for beetles and none were found.  The adult beetle was found in the cage and the screen on the cage was taut so it is 
strongly suspected that the beetle was introduced to the cage during the loading of  the queen and/or attendants into the 
cage. Given the high degree of  confidence that the cages were thoroughly inspected and the risk of  additional beetles was 
as close to zero as possible, the queens were released the next day for distribution to the six end users. 

On July 2, 2020, the last shipment of  queens from Hawaii were imported for the season.  In addition to CFIA conducting 
their inspection at UPS, 100% of  the cages were inspected by Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development with CFIA 
present for the inspection.  No SHB were found during this inspection, so the queen were released for distribution to the 
end users,  On July 6th, CFIA in Ottawa confirmed that the submitted specimen was the Small Hive Beetle (Aethina 
tumida).  

Honey Bee Inspection Program: 
In early May, the Honey Bee Inspection program was launched on time despite the challenges associated with Covid-19. 
This is the second year of  the two-year contract with the 3rd party contractor, DLJ Consulting.  Last year, DLJ Consulting 
did an excellent job and were able to complete the priority list and fulfill the contract. The target for this season’s inspection 
program was to inspect approximately 5,200 colonies.  This year, the inspection program is well on its way to exceeding last 
year’s total number of  inspections.    Five (5) cases of  AFB were confirmed this spring by the Veterinary Diagnostic 
Services lab. The foulbrood incidents rate this year appears to be similar to last year, with the exception that we had several 
cases of  EFB in 2019.  At this time, we had a few samples submitted to the lab for EFB confirmation but none of  them 
tested positive for the disease. 

Honey Bee Diagnostic Services in Manitoba:   
The Veterinary Diagnostic Services in Winnipeg is now offering laboratory tests for several major bee diseases (see below 
for tests and fees). This service is a joint initiative involving three groups within Manitoba Agriculture and Resource 
Development: Veterinary Diagnostic Services (VDS), the Provincial Apiculture Program and the Crop Diagnostic Centre. 
Implementation of  this testing was supported by assistance from the National Bee Diagnostic Centre (Grande Prairie 
Regional College), the University of  Manitoba Department of  Entomology and the University of  Guelph Animal Health 
Laboratory. 

Veterinary Diagnostic Services    
545 University Crescent     
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 5S6     
Phone: 204-945-8220 
Email: vetlab@gov.mb.ca  
Website: https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/animal-health-and-welfare/vds/pubs/vds-lab-manual-honey-bee.pdf  

(con%nued	on	p.7)

https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/animal-health-and-welfare/vds/pubs/vds-lab-manual-honey-bee.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/animal-health-and-welfare/vds/pubs/vds-lab-manual-honey-bee.pdf
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Tests and Fees  
The following tests will be available for adult bee and brood samples. See the sampling guide for each test’s required 
sample type. Testing for Manitoba apiaries is subsidized by the Government of  Manitoba. Fees for service are intended 
for partial cost recovery, not profit.  

Varroa Mite Count            $20.00  
Nosema Count             $20.00  
Nosema Detection & Identification: PCR assay for Nosema apis and Nosema ceranae                $42.40  
American foulbrood (AFB): bacterial culture for Paenibacillus larvae,  
includes antibiotic susceptibility testing                      $40.00  
European foulbrood (EFB): PCR assay for Melissococcus plutonius                  $23.32  
Honey Bee Virus Tests (PCR assays)  
Acute Paralysis Panel – includes tests for Acute bee paralysis virus (ABPV),  
Israeli acute paralysis virus (IAPV) and Kashmir bee virus (KBV)                    $42.40  
Deformed wing virus (DWV)                        $23.32  
Sacbrood virus (SBV)                         $23.32  
Black queen cell virus (BQCV)                        $23.32  

Sampling Guide  
Varroa Count  

•At least 300 adult bees (1/2 cup) from brood frame; live or in 70% ethanol.  

Nosema Testing (count and PCR)  
•At least 120 adult bees, ideally older bees from the entrance or honey frames. Live or recently dead. Keep dead 
bees frozen if  not submitting to the lab on the day of  collection. Dead bees can be placed in a screw-top plastic 
container or Ziploc bag.  

AFB culture and EFB PCR  
•Diseased brood frame, or a 10 x 10 cm portion with at least 15 
diseased cells. Wrap in brown shipping paper or newspaper and 
place in a cardboard box. Do not use plastic bags.  

 Note: It is preferred when Beekeepers work with a licensed 
veterinarian in order to access these services. Beekeepers can bring 
samples directly to Veterinary Diagnostic Services, or drop them off  at 
their veterinary clinic. Discuss this with your veterinarian beforehand, 
as some clinics may use couriers that will not ship live bees. 

 **For a list of  available veterinarians please visit**: 
 http://manitobabee.org/hive/2551/list-of-veterinarians-willing-to-
work-with-honey-bees/   
Copies of  lab reports will be sent to the veterinarian and to the 
beekeeper 

  Miel Labonte Inc
A honey of a day!

HONEY WANTED

530, rang Nault, Victoriaville
Quebec,Canada
G6P 7R5
Tel:  (819) 758-3877
Fax: ( 819) 758-9386
jm.labonteinc.com 

http://manitobabee.org/hive/2551/list-of-veterinarians-willing-to-work-with-honey-bees/
http://manitobabee.org/hive/2551/list-of-veterinarians-willing-to-work-with-honey-bees/
http://manitobabee.org/hive/2551/list-of-veterinarians-willing-to-work-with-honey-bees/
http://manitobabee.org/hive/2551/list-of-veterinarians-willing-to-work-with-honey-bees/
http://manitobabee.org/hive/2551/list-of-veterinarians-willing-to-work-with-honey-bees/
http://manitobabee.org/hive/2551/list-of-veterinarians-willing-to-work-with-honey-bees/
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MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
www.manitobabee.org 

 

2020 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
PRINT INFORMATION PLEASE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Payment due January 1, 2020, with deadline for membership payment – March 31, 2020 
 
Memberships cover period from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020 

 

MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION          NEW__________      or      RENEWAL__________ 

1. MEMBER  
A Producer who keeps 50 or more honey bee colonies in Manitoba, and who is a sole proprietor, 
or is the Designated Representative of a partnership, corporation, or Hutterite colony. 

                     $200.00 BASIC FEE  $_____________ 
Plus - Colony Levy (for the first 1,000 colonies) ………… add  $0.45 x ______ # of Colonies =   $_____________ 
Plus - Colony Levy (for colonies 1,001 and greater, only) - add  $0.14 x_______ # of Colonies =   $____________ 

 
2. ASSOCIATE MEMBER.                                       $60.00 BASIC FEE  $_____________ 

A Volunteer, non-voting category, for beekeepers with 49 or fewer honey bee colonies  
in Manitoba, or a local or out-of-province industry supporter 

 
3. INSTITUTION                                 $100 USD BASIC FEE  $_____________ 

A Non-Canadian individual, organization, or entity, serving as a broker or library,  
requesting the MBA newsletter for reference material or other use.                    
 

NOTE:   PAID-UP MEMBERS automatically receive the MBA newsletter “The Manitoba Beekeeper”, 
and only MANITOBA RESIDENTS may receive the Canadian Honey Council’s magazine “Hive Lights”. 

 
 

BEE RESEARCH FUNDS-DONATIONS 
BARRY FINGLER MEMORIAL FUND  (Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association)             $ _____________ 
CANADIAN BEE RESEARCH FUND   (Canadian Honey Council)              $ _____________ 
 
INSURANCE (see MBA web section Bees-Protection for details) Not available after March 31, 2020 
BEEKEEPERS LIABILITY INSURANCE (valid May.5, 2020-May.5, 2021) @ $70.20 per year              $ _____________ 
 
JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS (This service available to MBA MEMBERS ONLY) Not available after Mar.31, 2020              
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL………………………………………………………$60.00 per year          $ _____________ 
BEE CULTURE……………………………………………………………………..$55.00 per year          $ _____________ 

          Total Paid by:  CASH:__________     CHEQUE:__________      MCHP:__________      TOTAL AMOUNT DUE   $  _____________ 
 
I request that the above amount be deducted from my account at the Manitoba Co-operative Honey Producers Limited (MCHP). 
 
THERE IS NO “AUTOMATIC” DEDUCTION, Please initial below if MCHP is the payment option you choose. 

 
Applicants please approve MCHP deduction by initialing here.  _____________________________ 

 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  INFORMATION MAY BE USED TO PROVIDE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES BENEFITIAL TO MEMBERS. 
 
 
APPLICATION DATE:  ________________________   APPLICANTS SIGNATURE:__________________________________________ 

 
Please return this completed application together with payment to: 

Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
 PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO 

Winnipeg, MB, R2J 4A3                                    

 

NAME:  __________________________________________COMPANY NAME: _______________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________POSTAL CODE:______________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE:_________________________EMAIL ADDRESS:____________________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF COLONIES EXPECTED TO BE OPERATED in 2020:_________________________________________________ 
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VITA BEE HEALTH IS DELIGHTED TO 
ANNOUNCE THE RETURN OF THE 
ORIGINAL TRUSTED FUMAGILIN-B 
FOR THE PREVENTION OF NOSEMA 
IN HONEY BEES

FUMAGILIN- B

We Care For 
Your Bees

vitabeehealth.com  

VitaBeeHealthNorthAmerica 

VitaBeeHealth

www

Effective against  
Nosema apis and N. ceranae

Proudly manufactured in Canada 
for Canadian beekeepers.
Working in partnership with the 
Canadian Honey Council.

LEARN MORE  
ABOUT THIS DISEASE

2428 Fumagilin-B Advert Manitoba Beekeeper.indd   1 20/12/2019   11:30
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        Red River Apiarists’ Association                                       

!South Central Beekeepers’ Association                     

RRAA Report to The Manitoba Beekeeper  

I may sound like a broken record in this issue, but I will say it anyway… Now that the extracting is all done, the honey in the 
barrels, our landowners duly “paid” for hosting our hives on their land, yards  are sampled for mites and treated, and feeding and 
moving hives into Wintering mode well under way, or finished, we can begin to relax a little bit as beekeepers… Well, we cannot 
truly relax, really, but the pressure is off  somewhat.  

Since the last writing of  this report, the executive of  the Red River Apiarists’ Association has kept our meetings online throughout 
the summer, using a mixture of  WEBEX and ZOOM, and we will continue that mode, using ZOOM services, for the foreseeable 
future.  We have been determined to keep up the educational part of  our reason for existence.   It has been important to keep 
information flowing, especially for novice beekeepers, on subjects such as Winter preparations, and what to do with your honey, 
while providing a place where they can ask questions and get answers together.  In September, we held both an evening for novices 
and then the regular meeting open to all members, whether or not you were new.  Our first Fall newsletter was full of  interesting 
articles with a wide range of  topics.   

The mentorship program has gone well for both mentors and students.  The Swarm Patrol had a fairly quiet summer, but there 
were certainly people willing to get out there if  it had been needed.     

One question that keeps surfacing is, “Will the U of  M Beekeeping course be held this coming year?”  Several novice beekeepers 
have been asking and hopeful that it will.  In the meantime, they have had to rely on their mentors and information they read from 
various publications and the internet.   

Membership in our group continues to be strong.  If  you would like to explore becoming a member, then head to the website and 
check it out.  As from before, we will advertise far and wide when we begin to meet in person, but for the meantime, we’ll 
continue to meet online.  The October ZOOM meeting will feature Rheal Lafreniere as speaker as we prepare for the resting 
season.  See you there! 

Until next time, BEE well, BEE safe and have a restful Winter.   Marg 

Fall Report

Fall Report

It has been many months since membership of  the SCBA has been able to come together for a monthly meeting, we continue to 
watch the provincial recommendations, and will resume when it is considered safe to do so. While covid-19 has foiled our ability to 
hold monthly meetings, it has not stopped the need to move forward with the bees this season.  

The feedback I have received from membership points towards a positive season. Reseeded canola acres, the resurgence sunflower 
planting in the area, and favorable weather through the summer months, led to a honey season extending into August for many in 
the area. This extended season was welcomed by all, as the past few years have seen the honey taps turn off  in late July. 

Most beekeepers in the region are at the tail end of  feeding, have done their mite checks, and have already, or prepared to do any 
necessary treatments. Feedback has been that the colonies are looking excellent going into fall. 

As we look to sell the crop, I am hearing stronger numbers in regards to wholesale pricing, a definite benefit for those who were 
able to get a good crop here in Manitoba. For those selling farm gate or direct, covid-19 has presented some challenges getting to 
the customers, but customers are searching out good local honey as they look for healthier options and a strong immune system.

Josh Wiebe

Marg Smith
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MANN LAKE
WE KNOW BEES www.mannlakeltd.com

800-880-7694

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED
¥FEEDS

¥MEDICATIONS¥FOUNDATION
¥AND MORE!

¥HIVE KITS
¥EXTRACTORS¥HIVE TOOLS

¥FRAMES

Port Hope
3384 Loyalist Road

Port Hope, ON L1A 3V7
T: 905 753 2623

Winnipeg
31060 Rosewood Road
Dufresne, MB R5K 0P2

T: 204 866 2402

Shop Online:www.dancingbeeequipment.com
E: sales@dancingbeeequipment.com

Dedicated to helping grow your apiaries 
in a cost effective and profitable way.

www.facebook.com/
dancingbeeequipment

Canadian Made Stainless Steel

100% Canadian Made
Woodenware
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Ian	Steppler

Research Report

The Manitoba Beekeeper’s Association is pleased to announce that our funding request has been accepted and we are moving 
forward with the development of  Manitoba’s first Tech Transfer Program, known to Manitoba beekeepers as the KRTP 
(Knowledge Research Transfer Program)! 

The KRTP committee has been busy over the last 2 ½ years as we have developed this program and laid out the ground work to 
enable us to hit the ground running upon the approval of  this project.     

Currently, we have advertised for a program lead and I have been told that we have had five applicants from across North 
America submit to be considered for hire.  The KRTP hiring committee will be busy throughout October as we consider and 

plan to hire the lead by October 31.  Watch for updates and 
a KRTP lead profile in the next Manitoba Beekeeper 
Newsletter.   

To kick off  this program,  the Minister of  Agriculture, 
Blaine Pedersen was  out to Mark Friesen’s farm to make 
this KRTP funding announcement.  We are excited to have 
Blaine earmark their Government’s support which sets out 
a milestone for our Manitoba beekeeping industry.  Just as 
other jurisdictions right across Canada and North America, 
Manitoba has moved to investment directly into our 
Manitoba producers, at the grass roots level, which will help 
our producers adapt and evolve to all our current 
beekeeping industry and management issues.     

Ian Steppler

Fall	2020

The beekeeping industry is an important piece of  our 
provincial agricultural network.  We need to make sure 
that our industry stands in front and steps forward as 
does the rest of  agriculture, not only in Manitoba but 
in Canada.  The Minister’s visit to Mark’s farm 
reinforced our government’s commitment to our 
Manitoba Beekeeping Industry.  That effort reinforced 
their recognition to us as a part of  the agricultural 
puzzle, again. 

Socially distanced photo L-R: Daryl Wright(MBA secretary), Rheal Lafrenière (Prov. Apiarist), Mark Friesen (MBA Pres.), Blaine Pedersen 
(Minister of  Agriculture), Ian Steppler (with a tie on) 
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Canadian farm brand of  gourmet raw honey only North American honey awarded 
Platinum at London International Honey Awards 

Wendell Estate Honey (WEH), a Canadian farm brand of  gourmet raw honey 
is the only North American honey company awarded platinum at the 2020 
London International Honey Awards (LIHA).  

Honeys entered in the LIHA quality awards are judged by a panel of  experts in 
a blind tasting and scored from 0-100 points. Eligible honeys must pass 
extensive testing by an independent accredited laboratory. Tests include pollen 
spectrum for floral and geographical source of  honey, sugar profile to detect 
increasingly common adulteration and tests for heat treatment or pasteurization. 
There are four awards ranging from bronze to platinum, with platinum being 
reserved for honeys that score from 95.5 to 100 out of  a maximum possible 
score of  100. 

WEH entered samples from each of  its two product lines. Wendell Estate Honey is harvested entirely on Wendell Honey 
Farm and packaged onsite. Wendell Estate Organic Honey is sourced from a single family in Northern Saskatchewan and 
packaged by WEH. Both soft-set white honeys were awarded Platinum. In a field dominated by Mediterranean honeys, 
Wendell Estate Honey is proud to represent top-quality Canadian honey on a global stage for the second time in less 
than a year. The 2020 LIHA Platinum award joins Wendell Estate’s 2019 World Beekeeping Award (WBA) Gold Medal. 
The WBA are competitive awards: only a single competitor (if  any) is awarded the gold medal in each category. Wendell 
Estate entered for the first time and won gold in the soft-set category of  this prestigious bi-annual competition. 

According to WEH owner, Tim Wendell “We are beekeepers first, honey retailers second. In these very challenging times 
for anyone trying to earn a living beekeeping and producing honey, we take great encouragement from these recognitions 
of  our ongoing dedication to quality and authenticity” 

The Wendell family farm has been producing honey since John Wendell started keeping bees in the 1930s. In 2011 Tim 
and Isabel Wendell launched the Wendell Estate brand so that customers around the world who lack access to a trusted 
local apiary could enjoy natural, raw honey. We are passionate about our honey and invite you to enjoy our finest. 
Brilliant white, raw gourmet honey direct from our bees to your table.  

For more information visit us at www.wendellestate.ca, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=R2E6AcdrKu8&list=PL8iTvavAOzBJnGcDT4wjj13qm1nQAASAm, email us at info@wendellestate.ca or phone 204-564-2599. 

http://www.wendellestate.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2E6AcdrKu8&list=PL8iTvavAOzBJnGcDT4wjj13qm1nQAASAm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2E6AcdrKu8&list=PL8iTvavAOzBJnGcDT4wjj13qm1nQAASAm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2E6AcdrKu8&list=PL8iTvavAOzBJnGcDT4wjj13qm1nQAASAm
http://www.wendellestate.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2E6AcdrKu8&list=PL8iTvavAOzBJnGcDT4wjj13qm1nQAASAm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2E6AcdrKu8&list=PL8iTvavAOzBJnGcDT4wjj13qm1nQAASAm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2E6AcdrKu8&list=PL8iTvavAOzBJnGcDT4wjj13qm1nQAASAm
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Available through beekeeping supply stores.
866-483-2929 | nodglobal.com | info@nodglobal.com

@NODAPIARY

Healthy Bees. Healthy Planet.

THE SUSTAINABLE CHOICE

WATCH THE 
BEE COZY™ 

INSTALLATION 
VIDEO!
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65%65%
Liquid Formic AcidLiquid Formic Acid

Healthy Bees. Healthy Planet. 
Available through beekeeping supply stores.

866-483-2929 | nodglobal.com | info@nodglobal.com

@NODAPIARY
PRODUCT OF 

CANADA

1L
4L

55L

208L

20L

NEW!
CALGARY WAREHOUSEFaster shipments for Formic Pro, 65% Liquid Formic Acid, & Bee 

Cozy!
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MANITOBA  
RECOMMENDED      

HONEY HOUSE PRICE

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER	 "17

The Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
2020 Recommended Minimum Honey House Price 

$3.50 per pound 
    $7.70 per kilogram 

Recommended Price for Farm Gate Honey sold in Producer Supplied Container. 
Floral Specific or Specialty Honey (i.e. Buckwheat, Dandelion, Sunflower, Finely 
Granulated, Cinnamon Flavoured, Strawberry Flavoured, etc) may be at a 
premium above the recommended base rate. 

Honey sold in specially designed or specially sized glass or plastic 
containers may also be at an additional premium. 
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Convention/AGM	
Chair	–	Ian	Steppler	

Brad	Hogg,	Laura	Wiens,		Rheal	Lafreniere	

Finance	
Chair	–Ian	Steppler	

Labour	and	Workplace	Safety	
Chair	–	Mike	Grysiuk	

Osee	Podolsky,	Bryan	Ash,	Paul	Gregory	

Food	Safety	
Chair-	Mike	Grysiuk	
Osee	Podolsky	

KAP	
Chair	–	Paul	Gregory	

Osee	Podolsky,	Allen	Martens

Communication																																																		
Chair-	Mark	Friesen																																																			

Brad	Hogg,	Marg	Smith,	Ian	Steppler	

Pests	&	Pest	Management	
Chair	-	Osee	Podolsky	

Allen	Martens,	Rheal	Lafreniere	

Resolution	
Chair	–	Marg	Smith	
Osee	Podolsky

Safety	Nets	
	Chair	–	Paul	Gregory	

Marg	Smith,	Osee	Podolsky,	Mark	Friesen,						
Mike	Grysiuk	

Stock	Replacement	
	Chair	–	Osee	Podolsky	

Mark	Friesen,	Mike	Grysiuk

Research	
	Chair	–	Ian	Steppler	

Allan	Martens,	Paul	Gregory,		Dr.	Rob	Currie,	
Rhéal	Lafrenière	

Honey	Marketing	
Brad	Hogg,	Ian	Steppler

Sustainable	Initiatives	
		Chair	-	Paul	Gregory	

Allen	Martens,	Ian	Steppler

Membership	Resources	
	Chair	-	Mark	Friesen	

Brad	Hogg,	Ian	Steppler,		Allen	Martens

MBA	Committees	2020
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Figure	1.

KAP Report 
Fall  2020

Fall  2020
Canadian Honey Council  Report 

“	No	report	at	this	%me.”

Osee Podolsky

“	No	report	at	this	%me.”

Paul Gregory

 | A S K  F O R  N O R M A N D ,  S É B A S T I E N  O R  S T É P H A N E

W E  B U Y  H O N E Y  &  W A X
1 800 567-3789 | info@odem.ca | odem.ca

O D E M  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  I N C

Y O U R  P A R T N E R  IN SALES
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CLASSIFIEDS/EMPLOYMENT

For	Sale:4	frame	nucs	with	new	queens,	(100)	6	frame	Lewis	
waxed	dipped	nuc	boxes	,	good	condition	$11.00	and	50	new	
treated	2	single	hive		pellets.		

Jake	Maendel,	12045130529	.	Email	jake@des%nyroad.ca	

For	Sale:	Single	story	hives	with	bees	and	2	way	split	
standard	boxes	with	bees.	Also	misc	bee	equipment:	
honey	supers	excluders,	OAC	pollen	traps,	hive	top	
feeders	.	Contact	Bruce	at	brucesmirl@gmail.com

For	Sale:	Retirement	Sale	–Equipment	and	bees	for	
approximately	300	hives.	Includes	900	honey	supers,	400	
brood	chambers,	excluders,	hand	and	barrel	carts,	2-250	gal	
syrup	tanks	and	pump	and	hoses,	5	barrel	s/s	honey	tank,	s/s	
water	jacketed	tank	(1	barrel),		1	¼	Jabsco	pump	and	motor,	
older	extracting	line	plus	other	related	equipment.	Contact	
Daryl	at	d.l.wright@shaw.ca		

For	Sale:	Honey	supers,	with	drawn	comb;	used	painted	
supers	$50;	New	paraf]in	dipped	supers	$60.	Discounts	for	lots	
of	100	or	more.	Several	Ross	Round	supers	$75.	Used	painted	
supers	(no	frames)	$5.	We	also	have	hives	and	nucs	for	sale.		
Contact	rob@margshoney.com	or	204-974-6286"		

APIARY HARVESTER 
Duties: 
• Supering hives 
• Harvesting honey 
• Cleaning honey extraction & 
storage equipment 
• Honey extraction 
• Barrel moving, preparation, 
filling & storage 
• Manufacture, assemble, 
maintain hive equipment 
• Bee yard maintenance 
No experience required. 
 
Start Date: 
June 1/2021- July 12/2021 
End Date: 
September 17/2021 - Novem-
ber 1/2021 
 
Wage: $11.76 - $15.00 upon 
experience 
Positions Available: 20 
 
 

APIARY WORKER 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Assist in the production of nucs, 
queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize & report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & maintain 
hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep limited field and/or produc-
tion records 
• 1 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required 
 
Start Date: 
Feb 1/2021 - April 12/2021 
End Date: November 1/2022 
 
Wage: $12.25 - $15.00 upon experi-
ence 
Positions Available: 20 
 
 

APIARY TECHNICIAN 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Co-ordinate in the production of 
nucs, queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize and report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Drive and maintain vehicles 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & main-
tain hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep field and/or production 
records 
• Interact with external farm per-
sonnel 
• 2 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required. 
- May require travel to Kelowna, 
BC area 
- May supervise employees, very 
limited 
 
Start Date: 
February 1/2021 – April  12/2021 
End Date: November 1/2022 
 
Wage: $14.31 - $17.00 upon expe-
rience 
Positions Available: 10 

ASH APIARIES LTD. 
Box 297   Gilbert Plains, Manitoba   R0L 0X0 

Has the following seasonal employment opportunities 

Apply by sending resume to: 
Ash Apiaries Ltd 
c/o Bryan Ash 

Box 297 
Gilbert Plains, MB 

R0L 0X0 
Fax (204) 548-2112 

Phone (204) 548-2036 
email:  info@ashapiaries.com 

Or in person  
www.ashapiaries.com 

 
 

For	Sale:	Spring	quad	wraps	with	Re]lectix	insulation	for	sale.	
Fits	snuggly	over	4	colonies	or	can	custom	sew	to	your	
dimension	pricing:	single	high	is	$20	–	double	is	$25.	
Quad	style	winter	wraps	for	sale;	single	high	$45	/	double	
high	are	$55.	Contact	Interlake	Forage	Seeds	Ltd	at	(204)	
372-6920	or	(800)-990-1390.	

mailto:rob@margshoney.com
mailto:d.l.wright@shaw.ca
mailto:jake@destinyroad.ca
mailto:rob@margshoney.com
mailto:d.l.wright@shaw.ca
mailto:brucesmirl@gmail.com
mailto:brucesmirl@gmail.com
mailto:jake@destinyroad.ca


Classified Ads information 

TEXT ONLY ADS 

Advertisements that are usually short (i.e. typically 30-50 word, single 
entry) miscellaneous TEXT ONLY ads (i.e. sell/want equipment, bees, 
books, honey, etc) and placed in the Classified section near the back 
pages of  the newsletter, or on web site page, are free to members and 
are $10/issue, for non members. DISPLAY ADS 

Advertisements that are multiple entries per advertiser (i.e. Employment 
for more than one category of  worker), or longer than 50-100 words of  
text, and/or include photo, logo, sketch, diagram, etc. are subject to the 
following charges:                     

Business card size $30, Quarter page $75, Half  page $150 ,Full page 
$300 

Display ad bonus 25% discount for 4 issues when paid in full, in advance! 
Contact Dan Lecocq  

email: dnlecocq@shaw.ca , cell 204-797-3322 for details

For	Sale:	200	double	Hives.	Mite	levels	are	under	1%.	Two	pails	of	
syrup	on	now.		
*	1600	drawn	wet	honey	supers,	all	used	in	2020.	All	light	comb,	
third	of	them	are	2	years	old.	$65.00	each	
*	100	brood	chambers,	some	have	honey.	$35.00	each	
*	300	syrup	pails.	$5.00	each	
*	100	complete	quad	winter	wraps		$60.00	each.	
*	Misc:	8	bee	yard	fences,	includes	fencer,	wire	and	poles.	3500	
gallon	syrup	tank,	500	gallon	syrup	tank,	250	gallon	syrup	
tank,	hive	lids	and	4	way	pallet	bottoms,	electric	frame	]iller,	
wheeler,	barrel	cart.	
*	Cowen	extracting	line:	Bargelo	box	lifter,	Cowen	deboxer,	Cowen	
jumbo	uncaper,	Cowen	60	frame	air	assist	extractor,	Cook	and	Beals	
spin	]loat	with	two	year	old	heat	exchanger,	two	11	barrel	honey	
tanks	on	a	stand	together	with	the	wax	spinner.	$90,000.00	for	the	
whole	line	or	am	willing	to	piece	it	out.	
*	5000	lb	digital	platform	barrel	scale.		
* All	prices	are	open	for	discussion.		

Thank-you	kindly!		Please	contact		Rodger	Wohlgemuth	,RW	
Apiaries	,Box	107	Riding	Mountain,	MB,		
R0J	1T0,		Phone:	1-(204)-967-2108,		Cell:	1-(204)-212-4545	
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Lewis & Sons Enterprises Ltd. 
#40 Beaver St. ,Box 316 
Austin, Manitoba ,R0H 0C0 
(204) 637-2277 
lfarms@mymts.net 

Apiary Technician 2 Positions Available (NOC Code 8431) 

Apiary Technician Duties: 
  
Handle, feed, and care for bee colonies. Coordinate in the production 
of  Nucs, Queens, or replacement hives. Recognize and report hive 
health issues & apply appropriate cures/controls. Move Hives. Drive 
and maintain vehicles. Collect and package honey, bees wax. Bee 
yard maintenance. Manufacture, assemble, and maintain hive 
equipment. Operate & maintain other apiary equipment. Keep field 
and/or production records. Interact with external farm personal. One 
year of  previous commercial beekeeping required. 
  
Start Date: April 1st - June 1st, 2020 
End Date: Sept 15th - November 1st, 2020 
Wage: $11.83 

WEST	10	HONEY	LTD,																																																																	
PO	Box	205,	Ethelbert,		
MB	R0L	0T0		

APIARY	TECHNICIAN	(6)	
Wage: $13.00 - $16.00.  Dates Required: March 1, 2020 for up to 8 
months. Minimum 3 years experience preferred. 
Duties: Handle and feed hives; Replacement of  hives and 
production of  nucs; Detect and report hive health and apply correct 
disease cures and/or controls; Keep field and/or production 
records; Harvest honey; Raise queens; Drive and maintain vehicles; 
Other duties as assigned. 

THE POSITIONS: Seasonal full time, days, evenings, Saturdays as 
required; Medical Benefits; Language is English and Spanish; Must 
have own transportation; Must be able to handle heavy loads as 
work is physically demanding; Must work well with others and be 
able to learn continuously.  

Send resume by mail to above mailing address or by email to 
workatwest10@gmail.com. 

Interlake Honey Producers LTD 
P0 Box 328, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0 has the following 
positions: 

Apiary Technician   5 Positions Available 

Required for the 2021 Honey season.  Seasonal , full time, days, 
evenings and some Saturdays. Work is mostly outdoors, so must be 
able to work under hot conditions.  The job starts April 1st – July 1st.  
End date: Sept 10th- October 31st.  Wages: $13.00 - $16.00/hour. 
Minimum 2 years experience preferred. No education required.  
Performance and /or production bonus may be available. 

Duties: Include but not limited to, feed and care for bees, 
replacement of  hives and production of  nucs; moving hives, supering 
hives, detect and report hive health and apply correct disease cures 
and/or controls; keep field and/or production records; harvest honey; 
work on extracting line; cleaning extracting equipment and honey 
house; raise queens, assemble and maintenance of  bee equipment; 
drive and maintain vehicles; other duties as assigned. Work is very 
physically demanding, with long days and heavy lifting. 

The job is located 2 hours north of  Winnipeg in the RM of  Fisher 
NE 33-23-1W in Fisher Branch, MB. 

Send resume by mail to Box 328 Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0 or 
email anita@interlakeforageseeds.com 

mailto:workatwest10@gmail.com
mailto:workatwest10@gmail.com
callto:(204)%20637-2277
mailto:lfarms@mymts.net
callto:(204)%20637-2277
mailto:lfarms@mymts.net
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Looking to expand, or  
cover winter losses in 2021?
Time to consider mite-
free package bees from 
Tasmania and Western 
Australia.

Available in 1 kg, 1.5 kg and 2 kg packages 
with mated queen 

Australian Bees are strong foragers and 
adapt well to Canadian conditions

Packages can be picked up at Winnipeg 
International Airport or delivered to your yard

AQIS and CFIA certified

For more information or to book a zoom appointment please get 
in touch. Call Martin @ 604.880.4373 or Gloria @ 306.496.7522  

www.aussiebees.ca

 

          

          5 Frame Honey Bee Nucs in a Jester EZ Nuc box with: 

• An established and laying queen with bees to cover brood. 
• 3 frames with brood to equal a minimum of 2 full frames of  

     brood. 
• 1 frame with feed and 1 frame for growth. 
 

www.westmanhoneybeeproducers.ca 

Phone 204-728-9129 or text 204-720-1660 

 

2021 Pricing 

1-9 @ $240/nuc 

10-39 @ $238/nuc 

40-99 @ $236/nuc 

100-199 @ $230/nuc 

200-299 @ $228/nuc 

300-399 @ $226/nuc 

400+ @ $225/nuc 

ORDER TODAY!! 

NEW FOR 2021!!

Order 10+ nucs before Jan 1, 2021 and pay a reduced 
deposit of only $25/nuc with postdated cheque for        

Jan 1, 2021. 
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Swarms	,	Swarms!!

PROUDLY OWNED BY CANADIAN BEEKEEPERS
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70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909 
Spruce Grove, AB  T7X 3B1
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625 Roseberry Street
Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0T4
204.783.2240 ext. 228
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Highway #3
Tisdale, SK  S0E 1T0

306.873.2521

Shop online at: www.beemaidbeestore.com 
www.beemaid.com

Contact your nearest outlet:

We can handle your sugar 
requirements. Dry or liquid 
– small lots or trailer loads. 

Bee Maid buys light 
and dark beeswax 

at competitive prices. 

 TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR BEEKEEPERS


