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MBA Chairperson’s 
Summer Report

Ian Steppler

Before	I	sat	down	this	morning	to	write	the	chairperson’s	quarterly	report,	I	had	an	unse:ling	ar;cle	forwarded	to	
me.		It	was	something	that	I	see	more	and	more	o=en	and	I’d	like	to	take	this	opportunity	in	this	report	to	channel	
the	discussion	throughout	the	membership	and	ini;ate	the	conversa;on.		

All	my	life	I	have	championed	agriculture.		I	have	promoted	progressive	management	prac;ces	within	our	farm	as	we	
focus	on	food	produc;on,	conserva;on	and	sustainable	development.		As	a	beekeeper	my	hives	have	provided	me	
with	a	direct	connec;on	to	the	natural	world.			With	that	connec;on	I	have	focused	my	perspec;ve	to	include	
biodiversity	and	the	preserva;on	of	natural	habitat	as	we	manage	a	difficult	balance	between	the	health	of	the	
environment	and	progressive	food	produc;on	prac;ces.			

Honey	bees	have	always	been	seen	as	a	piece	of	nature.		A	good	healthy	environment	has	always	included	honey	
bees	as	a	posi;ve	part	of	a	balanced	system	and	beekeepers	have	always	been	seen	as	a	posi;ve	influence	and	as	
stewards	of	the	land.			

Honey	bees	and	the	industry	beekeepers	have	developed	around	them	is	under	a:ack.		More	o=en,	I	hear	a	
nega;ve	tone	toward	honey	bees,	the	act	of	beekeeping	and	its	nega;ve	effect	towards	the	health	and	prosperity	of	
the	natural	world.		

Ar;cles	such	as	this:	www.greema:ers.com/p/how-honey-industry-affects-environment,	present	an	argument	of	
unethical,	environmentally	disrup;ve	“BIG	HONEY”,	which	creates	conclusions	that	honey	bees	are	“a	sort	of	
insectoid	monoculture,	pushing	out	any	other		pollinators	that	might	otherwise	have	called	an	area	home”.		These	
ar;cles	no	longer	linger	within	wri;ngs	of	fringe	groups	but	have	made	their	way	into	mainstream	pos;ngs	and	
publica;ons.			

As	beekeepers	we	need	to	fight	back.		As	an	industry	we	need	to	galvanize		our	posi;ve	efforts.			We	all	need	to	
communicate	the	posi;ve	efforts	that	beekeepers	employ	to	preserve	the	natural	environment	and	to		complement	
the	sustainable	efforts	made	by	farmers	who	manage	the	lands.		

Beekeepers	have	an	opportunity	here	to	become	ambassadors	of	balance.		We	have	our	foot	in	both	doors-
agricultural	development	and	environmental	sustainability.			Our	industry	does	not	survive	without	healthy	balanced	
outcomes	on	both	sides;	as	beekeepers,	we	must	maintain	and	preserve	this	balanced	approach.	

Our	reliance	on	the	biodiversity	across	the	country	-within	treed	areas,	sloughs,	wetlands	and	riparian	areas-	makes	
us	the	voice	of	conserva;on	because	our	colonies	need	that	natural	growth	for	food	throughout	the	year.		Our	
reliance	on	agricultural	development	for	limitless	flowers	and	pollina;on	opportuni;es	makes	us		the	voice	of	
sustainable	development	that	promotes	co-existence	with	farmers	to	maintain	our	livelihoods.			

As	our	industry	moves	forward,	we	must	not	take	our	place	for	granted.		Sustainable	development	starts	at	home	
with	the	decisions	we	make.		As	an	industry,	we	need	to	champion	these	efforts	that	preserve	our	livelihood	and	to	
do	that	we	need	to	ensure	that	our	agricultural	environment	thrives	throughout	a	balanced	perspec;ve.			Do	not	
allow	someone	else	to	tell	our	story.	

http://www.greematters.com/p/how-honey-industry-affects-environment
http://www.greematters.com/p/how-honey-industry-affects-environment
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Ian	Steppler

Summer  2021

Canadian Honey Council  Report 

Osee Podolsky

Canadian	Honey	Council

Every year brings its own unique challenges and hurdles to overcome. This spring beekeeping season seemed to be 
no different. Over winter losses seemed to be spotty across the country with some higher losses reported initially in 
Quebec, as well as the western provinces in British Columbia and Alberta. The cool weather did effect some of  the 
pollination of  the blueberries in the east and the fruit trees in the west, but for the most part it still faired well. Even 
through the cool weather, the bees seem to have built up well, and most beekeepers across Canada seem satisfied 
with their hives. Partially due to Nuc sales being strong this spring from British Columbia and Ontario. Spring queen 
mating success did not fare as well as hoped in some areas across Canada due to the weather conditions being poor 
during mating. The CHC has begun work on developing a standard definition of  honey, especially in regard to what 
is considered raw unpasteurized honey vs pasteurized honey. The labeling definitions in those areas are a bit of  a 
grey area at this time. Hopefully in developing these standards the market will become more representative of  what 
the honey product actually is that is being marketed and sold by packers, as well as by beekeepers who bottle and sell 
their honey themselves. In turn this should bring a higher value to a more premium product. I wish everyone a good 
honey production season, and that things go smoothly without issues. 

Stock	Replacement	Report	

Package bees arriving into Canada proved to be difficult for another year. A combination of  the airlines removing 
routes entirely, changing flight routings, as well as changing the aircraft type which fly these routes proved 
detrimental to the safe delivery of  package bees from Australia and New Zealand. Approximately only 20% of  the 
packages ordered for this spring actually arrived into Canada. Issues also arose with airlines changing the aircrafts to 
smaller more economical aircraft caused some issues with packages overheating and cooking during transport. 
Flights also caused issues with queen deliveries out of  Hawaii and California. Many reports of  shipments arriving a 
day later than expected caused some higher queen losses and quality issues in some shipments. As well as causing 
headaches for those expecting delivery on specific dates. Even through 
all this beekeepers still received their queens on time for splitting, 
making nucs, and replacing queens in problem hives. Nuc sales reports 
were strong from British Columbia and Ontario which helped offset the 
lack of  stock arriving into Canada from oversees as packages. Hive 
numbers are reported to be right around normal across Canada after 
splitting season has finished. Work is currently still underway to get the 
queen import permit length to be increased to 45 days to help relieve 
some of  the pressures on queen suppliers having valid permits to ship 
queens into Canada. 
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MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
www.manitobabee.org 

 

2021 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Payment due January 1, 2021, with deadline for membership payment – March 31, 2021 
 
Memberships cover period from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021 

 

MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION          NEW__________      or      RENEWAL__________ 

1. MEMBER  
A Producer who keeps 50 or more honey bee colonies in Manitoba, and who is a sole proprietor, 
or is the Designated Representative of a partnership, corporation, or Hutterite colony. 

                     $200.00 BASIC FEE  $_____________ 
Plus - Colony Levy (for the first 1,000 colonies) ………… add  $0.45 x ______  # of Colonies =   $_____________ 
Plus - Colony Levy (for colonies 1,001 and greater, only) - add  $0.14 x_______ # of Colonies =   $____________ 

 
2. ASSOCIATE MEMBER.                                       $60.00 BASIC FEE  $_____________ 

A Volunteer, non-voting category, for beekeepers with 49 or fewer honey bee colonies  
in Manitoba, or a local or out-of-province industry supporter 

 
3. INSTITUTION                                 $100 USD BASIC FEE  $_____________ 

A Non-Canadian individual, organization, or entity, serving as a broker or library,  
requesting the MBA newsletter for reference material or other use.                    
   

NOTE:   PAID-UP MEMBERS automatically receive the MBA newsletter “The Manitoba Beekeeper”, 
and only MANITOBA RESIDENTS may receive the Canadian Honey Council’s magazine “Hive Lights”. 

 
 

BEE RESEARCH FUNDS-DONATIONS 
BARRY FINGLER MEMORIAL FUND  (Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association)             $ _____________ 
CANADIAN BEE RESEARCH FUND   (Canadian Honey Council)              $ _____________ 
 
INSURANCE (see MBA web section Bees-Protection for details) Not available after March 31, 2021 
BEEKEEPERS LIABILITY INSURANCE (valid May.5, 2021-May.5, 2021) @ $70.20 per year              $ _____________ 
 
JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS (This service available to MBA MEMBERS ONLY) Not available after Mar.31, 2021              
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL………………………………………………………$60.00 per year          $ _____________ 
BEE CULTURE……………………………………………………………………..$55.00 per year          $ _____________ 

          Total Paid by:  CASH:__________    CHEQUE:__________     MCHP:__________   TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $  ____________ 
 
I request that the above amount be deducted from my account at the Manitoba Co-operative Honey Producers Limited (MCHP). 
 
THERE IS NO “AUTOMATIC” DEDUCTION, please initial below if MCHP is the payment option you choose. 

 
Applicant please approve MCHP deduction by initialing here.  _____________________________ 

 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  INFORMATION MAY BE USED TO PROVIDE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES BENEFITIAL TO MEMBERS. 
 
 
APPLICATION DATE:  ________________________   APPLICANT SIGNATURE: __________________________________________ 

 
Please return this completed application together with payment to: 

Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
 PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO 

Winnipeg, MB, R2J 4A3                                    

 

NAME:  __________________________________________COMPANY NAME: _______________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ POSTAL CODE:______________________ 
 
TELEPHONE:_________________________EMAIL ADDRESS:____________________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF COLONIES EXPECTED TO BE OPERATED in 2021:_________________________________________________ 
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KRTP	Summer	Report

Derek Micholson

The first spring for the KRTP was very busy. The Manitoba Bee Health Monitoring Program was developed to provide 
disease sampling services, hygienic behaviour testing, and general advice and guidance to participating operations in 
both the spring and fall. The KRTP had a decent uptake on the program with a total of  13 operations (representing all 
regions of  the province) registering for services. Beekeepers chose their preferred selection of  diagnostic options 
including varroa, nosema, virus, and AFB/EFB. Generally, varroa results were very low. However, a more surprising 
finding of  the spring sampling was high nosema counts. While no obvious trends among regions were identified, 
average spore counts for all samples across the province was 5,000,000 spores/bee, with individual sample counts 
ranging from 0 to over 17,000,000 spores/bee. This data has been shared with our Provincial Apiarist and the results 
of  this sampling may be used to improve recommendations for 
nosema in the province. Viral data was also shared with the participating 
operations with some interesting associations observed between viral 
loads and varroa infestations or nosema infections. A smaller number of  
samples were also sent to the NBDC for AFB/EFB analyses, and the 
results of  those tests were forwarded directly to those operations. 

Over half  of  registered participants also chose to have a selection of  
their breeder colonies screened for 
hygienic behaviour using the liquid 
nitrogen freeze-killed brood test. As 
anticipated, most colonies tested sub-
par, however, a small number of  colonies tested highly hygienic, 
allowing producers to fine-tune their breeder selections. As this is the 
first year offering this service to Manitoba beekeepers, it will be very 
interesting to follow the results of  these tests from year to year, and 
hopefully see some improvements in overall hygienic behaviour of  
Manitoba-produced stock. 

The KRTP has also been working hard to establish its research apiary. 
To date, roughly 80 colonies have been established in two apiary sites 
close to Winnipeg which will be used for an oxalic acid research trial 
this coming fall. The establishment of  these research colonies was made possible by the generous donations of  many 
beekeepers and equipment suppliers and the KRTP wishes to extend a huge THANK YOU to all those who have 
made donations to the program. 

Recently, the KRTP has also committed to helping facilitate the collection of  honey samples to be sent to Peter Awram 
in BC for Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) testing to further develop a database of  authentic Canadian honey. The 
KRTP would like to ask that any beekeepers interested in volunteering to submit honey samples please get in touch 
with Derek ASAP for more information and to arrange sample collection. Preference is for unifloral honeys wherever 
possible, but multifloral sources will also do. 

All the best! 

Derek	Micholson,	KRTP	Lead	
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MANN LAKE
WE KNOW BEES www.mannlakeltd.com

800-880-7694

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED
¥FEEDS

¥MEDICATIONS¥FOUNDATION
¥AND MORE!

¥HIVE KITS
¥EXTRACTORS¥HIVE TOOLS

¥FRAMES

Port Hope
3384 Loyalist Road

Port Hope, ON L1A 3V7
T: 905 753 2623

Winnipeg
31060 Rosewood Road
Dufresne, MB R5K 0P2

T: 204 866 2402

Shop Online:www.dancingbeeequipment.com
E: sales@dancingbeeequipment.com

Dedicated to helping grow your apiaries 
in a cost effective and profitable way.

www.facebook.com/
dancingbeeequipment

Canadian Made Stainless Steel

100% Canadian Made
Woodenware
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  Miel Labonte Inc
A honey of a day!

HONEY WANTED

530, rang Nault, Victoriaville
Quebec,Canada
G6P 7R5
Tel:  (819) 758-3877
Fax: ( 819) 758-9386
jm.labonteinc.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE
INSECTICIDE USE PROGRAM FOR 20Ǖǔ
The City of Winnipeg’s Insect Control Branch is involved in 
the control of nuisance and disease carrying mosquitoes in 
the City of Winnipeg and up to 10 km beyond. 

Some of the control methodologies that are employed 
will involve the use of Deltamethrin®. However, to protect 
bees from potential toxic effects of this control product, a 
90 metre pesticide free radius will be provided around all 
registered honeybee and leafcutter bee colonies within City 
limits (300 metre radius for colonies outside City limits). 
Beekeepers are encouraged to participate in this program 
by advising the Insect Control Branch of bee locations.

For further information, please call 311 or write to the 
Insect Control Branch, 3 Grey St., Winnipeg, MB, R2L 1V2. 
An appointment can be arranged with Insect Control staff 
to properly map beehive locations, ensuring appropriate 
buffer zones around your colonies.

Public Works 
Travaux publics
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2020-21 Preliminary Survey Results: 
According to the 2020-21 Winter Loss Survey conducted in Manitoba, the preliminary estimate of  the average 
percent losses in operations with 50 or more colonies was estimated to be 15.4%, which is better survival than I 
anticipated.  I had 44 commercial beekeepers respond to this year’s survey sent out via email, which was also 
suppose to be available online.  Unfortunately, I was not able to get approval to release the survey online by the 
June 18th deadline for the “Preliminary report on Honey Bee Wintering Losses in Canada (2021)”, published by 
the Canadian Association of  Professional Apiculturists (CAPA).   Hopefully the online survey will be approved 
before the Final Report on National Wintering Losses is released in mid-July.  As it stands right now, the average 
losses in Manitoba for commercial colonies wintered indoors was estimated to be 17.4% and outdoors 13.2%. 
Regardless, anytime winter losses are below 20% would be considered a good winter survival.   Typically winter 
losses in Manitoba fall somewhere between 15% – 25% with 15% being on the low side of  the normal range for 
losses.   

This spring, we also collected winter loss data from non-commercial beekeepers (<50 colonies) and their 
preliminary average percent losses were slightly higher than the commercial beekeeper losses at 18.9%. We had 44 
commercial beekeepers and 84 non-commercial beekeepers in the preliminary dataset, for a total of  128 
beekeepers.   In mid July, a full report of  the loss statistics in 
Manitoba will be published on the Manitoba Agriculture and 
Resource Development Managed Bee webpage and the  
National Annual Colony Loss Report will also be available on the 
CAPA website. 

Inter-provincial movement of  bees: 
This spring, we saw more inter-provincial movement of  bees into and 
from Manitoba than I have ever seen in my 25 years of  services as a 
provincial Apiarist.  We had hundreds of  Manitoba nucs being sold to 
Saskatchewan, Ontario and Québec. At the same time, we also saw 
nucs being purchased by Manitoba beekeepers from beekeepers living 
in Saskatchewan, Alberta and BC.  We also had Manitoba beekeepers 
bring in queens from other provinces as well as some Manitoba queen 
breeders selling queens to buyers in other provinces 

It is important to note that if  you are planning to sell bees out of  Manitoba, including queens, you need to contact me 
(i.e. Provincial Apiarist) to have your bees inspected before the bees would be allowed to enter into another 
province.  Every province has a provincial inter-provincial protocol indicating their bee health requirement as well as their 
inspection standard.  Many of  the provinces also have a permit application process that the buyer would have to have 
initiated prior to taking possession of  the bees they purchased from an out of  province seller (e.g. beekeeper from 
Saskatchewan).  

Below are the links to the current Manitoba importation and inter-provincial movement protocol and application form: 
•Importation and Inter-provincial Movement Protocols 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/production/pubs/manitoba-importation-and-inter-provincial-bee-
movement-protocols.pdf  

•Inter-provincial Movement Application Form 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/production/pubs/inter-provincial-movement-form.pdf 

Provincial Apiarist Report  

Rhéal Lafrenière, Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development 

Rhéal Lafrenière

https://capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/apiary/index.html
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/apiary/index.html
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/apiary/index.html
http://www.capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/crop-management/pubs/manitoba-importation-and-inter-provincial-bee-movement-protocols.pdf
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/crop-management/pubs/manitoba-importation-and-inter-provincial-bee-movement-protocols.pdf
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/crop-management/pubs/inter-provincial-movement-form.pdf
https://capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/apiary/index.html
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/apiary/index.html
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/apiary/index.html
http://www.capabees.com/capa-statement-on-honey-bees/
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/crop-management/pubs/manitoba-importation-and-inter-provincial-bee-movement-protocols.pdf
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/crop-management/pubs/manitoba-importation-and-inter-provincial-bee-movement-protocols.pdf
https://www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/crops/crop-management/pubs/inter-provincial-movement-form.pdf
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If  you are anything like me, right now is such a busy time with the bees.  The hives are boiling and swarm 
prevention is either happening, or already done. The supering has been done and, if  you have been lucky enough 
to have had rain, you are eagerly awaiting the first extracting round.   

Here in the Interlake, showers have been spotty in the South, around St. Andrews, and further North, the report is 
better. Crops vary inside of  a few miles.   

Checking in with our Mentees, we, the mentors, have found many questions about timing or supering and 
swarming, etc.  That, too, varies with where these novices are located.  It’s been an exciting season, with lots of  
activity.   

Our virtual meetings wound up in May, and will possibly need to continue in the Fall, but notice of  resumption of  
those or in-person meetings will be sent to all currently paid-up members.  We eagerly look forward to being able 
to meet in-person again, but know that there are risks involved.  We hope that our fellow beekeepers are taking 
advantage of  opportunities to become fully vaccinated, so that this can happen.   

If  you, or another beekeeper, are wanting information about membership, meetings, etc., please consult our RRAA 
website.: www.manitobabeekeeping.com.  You will find a whole “raft” of  resources, and links to the Manitoba 
Beekeepers’ Association, and all the other affiliated groups around Manitoba.  There is also a link to our FB page.   

That’s it for now – have a BEEautiful summer – see you in the Fall.   Marg 

Marg Smith

Red	River	Apiarist	Associa;on

Canadian Honey Council has created an inter-provincial movement webpage that has all of  the information relating to inter-
provincial movement of  bees from every province in Canada.  This site will allow you to review the requirements to sell bees 
outside of  Manitoba (i.e. inspection protocols for the provinces where the bees would be travelling through or to their final 
destination) or bring bees into Manitoba from another province (i.e. Manitoba’s inter-provincial movement inspection protocol 
and application form).   

  
Honey Bee Inspection Program: 
In early May, the honey bee inspection program contractor (DLJ Consulting) began the 2021 inspection season, 
which had an inspection target of  5,450 honey bee colonies.  At the time of  writing this article (June 21, 2021), the 
contractor was well on their way to reacting their target.  To date, only 1 
operation was confirmed to have AFB and another operations was confirmed 
to have EFB.  A full update of  the inspection results will be published in 
the next issue of  the Manitoba Beekeeper. 

https://honeycouncil.ca/industry-overview/interprovincial-bee-movement-requirements/
https://honeycouncil.ca/industry-overview/interprovincial-bee-movement-requirements/
http://www.manitobabeekeeping.com
http://www.manitobabeekeeping.com
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VITA BEE HEALTH IS DELIGHTED TO 
ANNOUNCE THE RETURN OF THE 
ORIGINAL TRUSTED FUMAGILIN-B 
FOR THE PREVENTION OF NOSEMA 
IN HONEY BEES

FUMAGILIN- B

We Care For 
Your Bees

vitabeehealth.com  

VitaBeeHealthNorthAmerica 

VitaBeeHealth

www

Effective against  
Nosema apis and N. ceranae

Proudly manufactured in Canada 
for Canadian beekeepers.
Working in partnership with the 
Canadian Honey Council.

LEARN MORE  
ABOUT THIS DISEASE

2428 Fumagilin-B Advert Manitoba Beekeeper.indd   1 20/12/2019   11:30
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North American Hornet Screening Tool includes fact 
sheets and an interactive image gallery to support 
screening for Asian giant hornet and other potentially 
invasive hornet (Vespa) species. The interactive gallery 
can be used as a rudimentary key: by choosing one 
or more of the filters at the top, you can easily narrow 
down the images to only those that may match your 
specimen.

Hornets in the genus Vespa play a critical role as 
predators in their native habitats, but in North 
America these species may have a disastrous 
impact on agriculture by reducing populations 
of important pollinators such as the honey bee. 
Hornets also pose a serious health risk to humans 
because of their powerful sting. North American 
Hornet Screening Tool is designed for anyone who 
may encounter these species in the U.S., including 
the Asian giant hornet (AGH, V. mandarinia). North 
American Hornet Screening Tool will assist with sepa-
rating the common non-target bees and wasps 
from introduced hornets.

North American Hornet Screening tool is one of 47 online identification tool websites produced by the USDA 
Identification Technology Program (ITP). To learn more about ITP’s products, including mobile apps and      
image collections, please visit https://idtools.org or email the ITP team in Fort Collins, CO at itp@usda.gov.

ITP’s newest identification tool is here!

Screenshots: above, from the gallery, filtered to show 
images comparing non-targets with Asian giant hornet, 
and left, a diagram from the morphology page

North American Hornet Screening Tool

Screenshots from the tool: above, the “Is it a sawfly?” page 
illustrates variation in sawfly ovipositors, and left, the filterable 
image gallery allows users to quickly compare taxa

Lynn S. Kimsey, Todd M. Gilligan, James M. Carpenter, Allan H. Smith-Pardo, and Amanda J. Redford

A more in-depth version of this tool providing specialized information for identifiers on all exotic hornet 
(Vespa) species, will be released in 2022.

https://idtools.org/id/hornets
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MANITOBA  
RECOMMENDED      

HONEY HOUSE PRICE

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER	 "17

The Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
2020 Recommended Minimum Honey House Price 

$3.50 per pound 
    $7.70 per kilogram 

Recommended Price for Farm Gate Honey sold in Producer Supplied Container. 
Floral Specific or Specialty Honey (i.e. Buckwheat, Dandelion, Sunflower, Finely 
Granulated, Cinnamon Flavoured, Strawberry Flavoured, etc) may be at a 
premium above the recommended base rate. 

Honey sold in specially designed or specially sized glass or plastic 
containers may also be at an additional premium. 

2021
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Trade Leads 
The Agriculture and Food Trade Commissioner Service (TCS) helps Canadian businesses succeed in markets around the 
world. Agri-Food Trade Commissioners are present in 15 markets, with 35 agents ready to help exporters succeed on the 
global scale. 
  
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC) Regional Office occasionally get honey trade leads. If  you are interested and 
able to export your honey, and would like to be notified when trade opportunities come up, please send an email with the 
 subject title “Honey Trade Leads” to the secretary of  the MBA, Daryl Wright (d.l.wright@shaw.ca) to sign up for this 
information. 
  
Not sure if  you are ready to export? To export a product, there are many things that must 
be considered. This includes being a Registered Honey Establishment (under the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency), having the appropriate grade/standard, having prescribed 
containers, correct labelling and meeting all health and safety requirements. 
  
To learn more about exporting, check out the following websites: 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
Trade Commissioner Service 
Canada Border Services Agency 

Daryl Wright

MBA	Report

 

Interested in ordering bees for 2022? 

We want to know!  We start growing next year’s bees on 
June 1st, 2021!   

Email us or go to the website to help us gauge our nuc 
production for 2022 and you will receive advance 
notification when our 2022 nucs go on sale. 

          www.westmanhoneybeeproducers.ca 

Phone 204-728-9129 or text 204-720-1660 

 

2021 Pricing 

1-9 @ $240/nuc 

10-39 @ $238/nuc 

40-99 @ $236/nuc 

100-199 @ $230/nuc 

200-299 @ $228/nuc 

300-399 @ $226/nuc 

400+ @ $225/nuc 

ORDER TODAY!! 

5 Frame Honey Bee Nucs in a Jester EZ Nuc box with: 

An established and laying queen with bees to cover brood. 
3 frames with brood to equal a minimum of 2 full frames of brood. 
1 frame with feed and 1 frame for growth. 

 

MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ 
A S S O C I A T I O N

https://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/international-trade/agriculture-and-food-trade-commissioner-service/?id=1410072148284
mailto:d.l.wright@shaw.ca
https://inspection.canada.ca/exporting-food-plants-or-animals/food-exports/a-step-by-step-guide/eng/1503509841003/1503509896626
https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/guides/exporter-exportateurs/exporting-guide-exportation.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/export/guide-eng.html
https://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/international-trade/agriculture-and-food-trade-commissioner-service/?id=1410072148284
mailto:d.l.wright@shaw.ca
https://inspection.canada.ca/exporting-food-plants-or-animals/food-exports/a-step-by-step-guide/eng/1503509841003/1503509896626
https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/guides/exporter-exportateurs/exporting-guide-exportation.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/export/guide-eng.html
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Manitoba Agriculture Extension Report

Rhéal Lafreniere

GET A CASH  
ADVANCE WHEN  
YOU NEED IT   
Join other Western Canadian  
farmers who already rely on 
CCGA’s long-standing experience 
as an Advanced Payments 
Program administrator.

When you’re ready to apply, we’ll be here. Get an 
Advanced Payments Program cash advance from 
CCGA. Our experienced team makes it easy.  
Call 1-866-745-2256 or visit ccga.ca/cash

Advance Payments 
Program

Programme de 
paiements anticipés
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    NATIONAL HONEY REPORT 
 

United States  Agricultural Marketing Service  Unit 1, Produce Row Room 101   
Department of  Specialty Crops Program   St. Louis, MO  63102  
Agriculture  Market News Division   Phone: 314-425-4520 Fax: 314-621-3214       
                                                                                                                    Website: www.ams.usda.gov/marketnews.htm 

                                  
                                                                                                                    
Volume XLI  – Number 6                                            Issued Monthly                  June 25, 2021 

 
HONEY MARKET FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2021 

IN VOLUMES OF 10,000 POUNDS OR GREATER UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
Prices paid to beekeepers for extracted, unprocessed honey in major producing states by packers, handlers & other large users, cents  

per pound, f.o.b. or delivered nearby, containers exchanged or returned, prompt delivery & payment unless otherwise stated. 
- REPORT INCLUDES BOTH NEW AND OLD CROP HONEY - (# Some in Small Lot --- +Some delayed payments or previous commitment) 

 
 

DAKOTAS     
             Clover White $1.50 - $1.60 
             Clover Extra Light Amber $1.50 - $1.80 
             Clover Light Amber $1.50   
             Mixed Flower Extra Light Amber $1.50   
             Mixed Flower Light Amber $1.50   
FLORDIA     
             Brazilian Pepper Light Amber $1.80   
             Gallberry Light Amber $1.80 - $2.05 
             Gallberry Amber $2.05   
             Mixed Flower Light Amber $1.80   
             Orange White $2.40   
LOUISIANA     
             Tallow Light Amber $1.80   
MISSISSIPPI     
             Mixed Flower Light Amber $1.75   
MONTANA     
             Clover White $1.60 - $1.85 
OREGON     
             Knapweed Extra Light Amber $1.55   
             Mixed Flower Light Amber $1.55   
WYOMING     
             Clover White $1.73   
     
     
     
     
 
Prices paid to Canadian Beekeepers for unprocessed, bulk honey by 
packers and importers in U. S. currency, f.o.b. shipping point, containers 
included unless otherwise stated.  Duty and crossing charges extra.  Cents 
per pound.     

             Clover White No Sales  
 
 

 
Prices paid to importers for bulk honey, duty paid, containers included, 
cents per pound, ex-dock or point of entry unless otherwise stated. 
  

           ARGENTINA     
                  Clover White $1.34 - $1.94 
                  Clover Extra Light $1.91 - $1.92 
                  Mixed Flowers White $1.19 - $1.84 
                  Mixed Flowers Extra Light $1.66 - $1.89 
                  Mixed Flowers Light Amber $1.72 - $1.84 
             BRAZIL     
                  Mixed Flowers Light Amber $.80 - $1.66 
                  Orange White $1.75   
                  Orange Extra Light $1.75   
                  ORGANIC Extra Light $1.80 - $1.86 
                  ORGANIC Light Amber $1.73 - $1.92 
                  ORGANIC Amber $1.84   
             INDIA     
                  Mixed Flower White $.98 - $1.19 
                  Mixed Flower Extra Light $.94 - $1.18 
                  Mixed Flower Light Amber $.82 - $1.17 
                  Mustard White $.93   
                  Mustard Extra Light $.93 - $1.05 
                  Mustard Light Amber $1.19   
                  ORGANIC  Light Amber $.89   
             UKRAINE     
                  Sunflower Extra Light $.85 - $.96 
                  Mixed Flower White $1.05   
             URUGUAY     
                  Mixed Flower White $1.33   
                  Mixed Flower Extra light $1.29   
                  Mixed Flower Light Amber $1.72   
             VIETNAM     
                  Mixed Flower Light Amber $.77 - $1.03 

 

     

 
 
 

COLONY, HONEY PLANT AND MARKET CONDITIONS DURING MAY 2021  
 

APPALACHIAN DISTRICT (MD, PA, VA, WV): The beautiful month of May brought plenty of activity among the colonies as bee numbers swelled 
with the very active brood rearing. Splits were being reported and swarms were being captured. Many novice beekeepers were looking to replace lost 
queens (to death or swarms) with local supplies. Colonies have lots of capped nectar and honey production is reported as very good. Black locust and 
tulip poplar trees, the latter which is a major nectar source in the District, had outstanding flow. Brambles, blueberries, and a plethora of wildflowers 
assisted in the pollen and nectar effort. The weather cooperated for the most part; however, the District again experienced a roller coaster of temperatures. 
Early May started off cool and damp, then overnight temperatures soured to the upper eighties. Following a short period of mostly normal temperatures 
(during peak bloom), the District dropped to cool with only isolated showers. Some areas did not receive the needed rainfall. The weather service  
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21-04-06 

 EXECUTIVE AND DIRECTORS LIST 2021 
 MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION  
 
EXECUTIVE 
 
Chairperson: Ian Steppler 

(2024) 
 Box 7 Miami MB 
R0G 1H0 stepplerfarms@hotmail.com 

204 435-2491 

Vice-Chair: Mike Grysiuk 
(2022) 

2 Kuharski Street, Neepawa, MB, R0J1H0 
mgrysiuk@mymts.net 

204 899 -9250 

CHC Director: 
         

Osee Podolsky 
(2023) 

Box 1 Ethelbert  MB 
R0L 0T0 osee@podolskihoneyfarms.com  

204-647-2265 

KAP Delegate: 
         

Paul Gregory 
(2023) 

Box328   Fisher Branch R0C 0Z0     
paul@interlakeforageseeds.com              

204 372-6920 

 
 
DIRECTORS 
 
 
Marg Smith 
(2022) 

1051 Porcher Road, St 
Andrews, MB. R1A 3N4    

margshoney@gmail.com   431 337-5479 

Adam Lewis 
(2024) 

Box 316, Austin, MB 
R0H 0C0 

lfarms@mts.net  204-637-2277 

Brad Hogg 
(2023) 

Box 16, Libau, MB.  
R0E 1C0 

brad@faithapiaries.ca 204 232-5180 

Becky Lane 
(2024) 

Suite 114.100 - 1300 18th 
Street 
Brandon, MB R7A 6X7 

beckylanebl@gmail.com  204 720-1660 

 
  
Directors Terms are until the AGM of the year indicated 
 
NON-VOTING APPOINTEES 
 
Secretary: Daryl Wright 326 Belvidere St, Winnipeg, R3J 2H3 

d.l.wright@shaw.ca     
204 229-9343 

Treasurer:   Nadine Lecocq Box 48123 Lakewood P.O. 
Winnipeg, MB   R2J 4A3 
nlmba@outlook.com  

 

RRAA Rep. Marg Smith 1051 Porcher Road, St Andrews, R1A 
3N4  margshoney@gmail.com  

431 337-5479 

BABA Rep. vacant   
          
 
PROVINCIAL APICULTURE OFFICE:  
 
545 University Cres. Winnipeg, MB, R3T 5S6                 204 945-4327 (FAX) 
 
Provincial 
Apiarist 

Rhéal Lafrenière 
 

rheal.lafreniere@gov.mb.ca 
 

204 945-4825 
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Figure	1.

Convention/AGM	
Chair	–	Daryl	Wright	

Brad	Hogg,	Laura	Wiens,		Rheal	Lafreniere,									

Finance	&	BFMF	
Chair	–Ian	Steppler,	Paul	Gregory,	Nadine	Lecocq		

(	Treasurer)	&	Daryl	Wright	(	Secretary)	

Labour	-	Mike	Grysiuk,	Paul	Gregory	

Food	Safety	-	Marg	Smith	

KAP	
Chair	–	Paul	Gregory

Pests	&	Pest	Management	
Chair	-	Paul	Gregory	

Becky	Lane,	Rhéal	Lafrenière	

Resolution	
Chair	–	Marg	Smith	

Osee	Podolsky

Safety	Nets	
	Chair	–	Paul	Gregory,	Adam	Lewis	

Stock	Replacement	
		Becky	Lane	and	Mike	Grysiuk

Research	
Chair	–	Adam	Lewis	

Ian	Steppler,	Osee	Podolsky,		Dr.	Rob	Currie,	

Rhéal	Lafrenière	

Honey	Marketing	-	Paul	Gregory	

Membership	Resources	&	Communication	
Chair	-	Ian	Steppler	

Brad	Hogg,	Becky	Lane	&	Adam	Lewis

MBA	Committees	2021

Pollinator	Habitat	and	Sustainable	Initiatives	
Chair	-	Becky	Lane,Brad	Hogg	and	Ian	Steppler

Board	Development	
	Ian	Steppler	and	Daryl	Wright	

CHC	Director	-	Osee	Podolsky	

Workplace	Safety	-	Adam	Grysiuk
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CLASSIFIEDS/EMPLOYMENT

APIARY HARVESTER 
Duties: 
• Supering hives 
• Harvesting honey 
• Cleaning honey extraction & 
storage equipment 
• Honey extraction 
• Barrel moving, preparation, 
filling & storage 
• Manufacture, assemble, 
maintain hive equipment 
• Bee yard maintenance 
No experience required. 
 
Start Date: 
June 1/2021- July 12/2021 
End Date: 
September 17/2021 - Novem-
ber 1/2021 
 
Wage: $11.76 - $15.00 upon 
experience 
Positions Available: 20 
 
 

APIARY WORKER 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Assist in the production of nucs, 
queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize & report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & maintain 
hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep limited field and/or produc-
tion records 
• 1 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required 
 
Start Date: 
Feb 1/2021 - April 12/2021 
End Date: November 1/2022 
 
Wage: $12.25 - $15.00 upon experi-
ence 
Positions Available: 20 
 
 

APIARY TECHNICIAN 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Co-ordinate in the production of 
nucs, queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize and report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Drive and maintain vehicles 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & main-
tain hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep field and/or production 
records 
• Interact with external farm per-
sonnel 
• 2 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required. 
- May require travel to Kelowna, 
BC area 
- May supervise employees, very 
limited 
 
Start Date: 
February 1/2021 – April  12/2021 
End Date: November 1/2022 
 
Wage: $14.31 - $17.00 upon expe-
rience 
Positions Available: 10 

ASH APIARIES LTD. 
Box 297   Gilbert Plains, Manitoba   R0L 0X0 

Has the following seasonal employment opportunities 

Apply by sending resume to: 
Ash Apiaries Ltd 
c/o Bryan Ash 

Box 297 
Gilbert Plains, MB 

R0L 0X0 
Fax (204) 548-2112 

Phone (204) 548-2036 
email:  info@ashapiaries.com 

Or in person  
www.ashapiaries.com 

 
 

For Sale: Spring quad wraps with Reflectix insulation for sale. 
Fits snuggly over 4 colonies or can custom sew to your dimension 
pricing: single high is $20 – double is $25. 
Quad style winter wraps for sale; single high $45 / double high are 
$55. Contact Interlake Forage Seeds Ltd at (204) 372-6920 or 
(800)-990-1390. 

For Sale:  Unassembled Supers 
At least 130 are ready for assembly and to be picked up 
in Winnipeg. 
$1,000  Contact:  Joanne 
joannepaul@shaw.ca 
(204) 668-2755 

For Sale: 1000 Deep Brood chambers  come with 10 frames . 
Frames are cleaned and in good condition. Painted boxes. 
1000 Medium Brood chambers 6 5/8 9 frame 90% wax dipped 
boxes.  
Call for pricing. 306 -682-3717 
Hilbert Honey Co.  
Humboldt Sask. 
John  or Wayne Hilbert 

mailto:joannepaul@shaw.ca%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:joannepaul@shaw.ca%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Lewis & Sons Enterprises Ltd. #40 Beaver St. ,Box 316 Austin, Manitoba ,R0H 0C0 (204) 637-2277 lfarms@mymts.net 

Apiary Technician 2 Positions Available (NOC Code 8431) Apiary Technician Duties: 
 Handle, feed, and care for bee colonies. Coordinate in the production of  Nucs, Queens, or replacement hives. Recognize and report hive health issues & apply 
appropriate cures/controls. Move Hives. Drive and maintain vehicles. Collect and package honey, bees wax. Bee yard maintenance. Manufacture, assemble, and 
maintain hive equipment. Operate & maintain other apiary equipment. Keep field and/or production records. Interact with external farm personal. One year of  
previous commercial beekeeping required. Start Date: April 1st - June 1st, 2020 End Date: Sept 15th - November 1st, 2020 Wage: $11.83 

WEST 10 HONEY LTD,   PO Box 205, Ethelbert,  MB R0L 0T0  
APIARY TECHNICIAN (6) 
Wage: $13.00 - $16.00.  Dates Required: March 1, 2020 for up to 8 months. Minimum 3 years experience preferred. 
Duties: Handle and feed hives; Replacement of  hives and production of  nucs; Detect and report hive health and apply correct disease cures and/or controls; 
Keep field and/or production records; Harvest honey; Raise queens; Drive and maintain vehicles; Other duties as assigned. 
THE POSITIONS: Seasonal full time, days, evenings, Saturdays as required; Medical Benefits; Language is English and Spanish; Must have own transportation; 
Must be able to handle heavy loads as work is physically demanding; Must work well with others and be able to learn continuously.  
Send resume by mail to above mailing address or by email to workatwest10@gmail.com. 

Interlake Honey Producers LTD P0 Box 328, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0 has the following positions: 
Apiary Technician    5 Positions Available 

Required for the 2022 honey  season.  Seasonal, full time, days, evenings  and some Saturdays.  Work  is  mostly outdoors, so must be able to work under hot 
conditions.  The job starts April 1st – July 1st.  End date: September 10th – October 31st.  Wages:  $13.00 - $16.00/hour.  Minimum 2 years  experience preferred.  
Performance and/or production bonus may be available. 

Duties: include but not limited to, feed and care for honeybees, replacement of  hives and production of  nucs, moving hives, supering hives, detect and report hive 
health and apply correct disease cures and/or controls, keep field and/or production records, harvest honey, work on extracting line, cleaning extracting equipment 
and honey house, raise queens, assemble and maintenance of  bee equipment, drive and maintain vehicles, other duties as assigned.  Work is very physically 
demanding, with long days and heavy lifting. 

The job is located 2 hours north of  Winnipeg in the RM of  Fisher NE 33-23-1W in Fisher Branch, MB                                               
Send resume by mail to Box 328 Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0 or email anita@ifsltd.ca 

For Sale: 200 double Hives. Mite levels are under 1%. Two pails of  syrup on now.  
* 1600 drawn wet honey supers, all used in 2020. All light comb, third of  them are 2 years old. $65.00 each 
* 100 brood chambers, some have honey. $35.00 each 
* 300 syrup pails. $5.00 each 
* 100 complete quad winter wraps  $60.00 each. 
* Misc: 8 bee yard fences, includes fencer, wire and poles. 3500 gallon syrup tank, 500 gallon syrup tank, 250 gallon syrup tank, hive lids and 4 way pallet bottoms, 
electric frame filler, wheeler, barrel cart. 
* Cowen extracting line: Bargelo box lifter, Cowen deboxer, Cowen jumbo uncaper, Cowen 60 frame air assist extractor, Cook and Beals spin float with two year 
old heat exchanger, two 11 barrel honey tanks on a stand together with the wax spinner. $90,000.00 for the whole line or am willing to piece it out. 
* 5000 lb digital platform barrel scale.  
* All prices are open for discussion.  

Thank-you kindly!  Please contact  Rodger Wohlgemuth ,RW Apiaries ,Box 107 Riding Mountain, MB,  
R0J 1T0,  Phone: 1-(204)-967-2108,  Cell: 1-(204)-212-4545 

HARLTON APIARIES has 4 Seasonal positions available for the 2021 Season , 2 Apiary Workers (8431) for April to October 2020 and 2 Apiary Workers 
(8431) for July to September 2020 
Wages $13 - $15 per hour depending on experience. 1-2 years experience preferred.  Operating a forklift is an asset. A valid driver’s license and the ability to speak 
English is an asset.  Duties include assisting with feeding, bee hive maintenance and treatments, moving hives, harvesting and extracting honey, and winter 
preparation and some building of  new hive equipment. Contact Irwin Harlton, Harlton Apiaries, Box 644 Souris (MB) R0K 2C0 204-483-2382,  
iharlton@mymts.net 

For Sale: 1000 - white heavy plastic 1L containers with lids, $200.00 located in Neepawa, MB. Contact Paul at 204-841-3399 ( Text or Call )

CLASSIFIEDS/EMPLOYMENT

mailto:iharlton@mymts.net
mailto:iharlton@mymts.net
mailto:workatwest10@gmail.com
callto:(204)%20637-2277
mailto:lfarms@mymts.net
mailto:workatwest10@gmail.com
callto:(204)%20637-2277
mailto:lfarms@mymts.net


THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER	 "23

Looking to expand, or  
cover winter losses in 2021?
Time to consider mite-
free package bees from 
Tasmania and Western 
Australia.

Available in 1 kg, 1.5 kg and 2 kg packages 
with mated queen 

Australian Bees are strong foragers and 
adapt well to Canadian conditions

Packages can be picked up at Winnipeg 
International Airport or delivered to your yard

AQIS and CFIA certified

For more information or to book a zoom appointment please get 
in touch. Call Martin @ 604.880.4373 or Gloria @ 306.496.7522  

www.aussiebees.ca

 | A S K  F O R  N O R M A N D ,  S É B A S T I E N  O R  S T É P H A N E

W E  B U Y  H O N E Y  &  W A X
1 800 567-3789 | info@odem.ca | odem.ca

O D E M  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  I N C

Y O U R  P A R T N E R  IN SALES
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Swarms	,	Swarms!!

Top Quality Products  
for Beekeepers
Đ Foundation

Đ  Queen Rearing Supplies

Đ  Beekeepers Apparel  
& Tools

Đ Hive Equipment

Đ Mite Controls

Đ  Honey  
Containers

Đ  Extracting Equipment

Đ Medications

Đ  Packaged Bees & Queens

Manitoba Cooperative Honey Producers Limited 
625 Roseberry Street, Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0T4 204.783.2240

www.beemaid.com

BeeMaidBeeStore.comShop online z

Order Desk 1-866-783-2240 ext. 228
Tracey Johnston 1-204-783-2240 ext. 229 | tjohnston@beemaid.com
Jeff Richards 1-204-783-2240 ext. 267 | jrichards@beemaid.com
Alvin Catalan 1-204-783-2240 ext. 244 | acatalan@beemaid.com

Proudly Owned by Canadian Beekeepers

We can handle your sugar 
requirements. Dry or liquid – 

small lots or trailer loads. 

Bee Maid buys light  
and dark beeswax at 
competitive prices.


