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MBA Chairperson'’s
Fall Report

Jan Steppler

The 2021 season has been a trying time for all farmers in Manitoba and Western Canada. Extraordinary heat and dryness have
dramatically compromised crops and pastures right across the prairies. Beekeepers rely on many of those same crops and pastures to
provide our hives with nectar and pollen to produce a honey crop and to feed our colonies. The heat, dryness and smoke have
dramatically decreased the honey crop for many beekeepers this summer and this summert’s record-breaking heat potentially
increased the risk of an early summer brood nest shut down.

In response to beekeeper concerns over the extraordinary heat, dryness and smoke right across Manitoba, the MBA asked Manitoba
Agriculture to monitor the impacts that the extreme hot, dry and smoky conditions had on Manitoba Beekeeper hives. Preliminary

results suggest that honey production in some regions in July suffered as much as 63% of normal honey production with all regions
below 75%.

As we continued to monitor the impact of the drought situation with Manitoba Agriculture, we reached out to the Minister of
Agriculture to discuss the potential of immediate action needed to help Manitoba beckeepers manage this year’s potential impacts
caused by the drought.

Since our request was made, significant rains followed throughout August which resulted in late summer nectar flows. Even though
these late flows did not change earlier outcomes, these rains had provided enough nectar flow to avert the extraordinary feed
measures those beekeepers had anticipated were needed to maintain strong healthy colonies throughout mid summer into the fall. It
should be noted that the Central and Interlake areas were affected
the most by the dryness and heat of the drought. These areas
have been assessed to have a much smaller honey crop as bl G Canadd
compared to other areas of the province. It should also be noted
that the sporadic nature of the rains throughout the province
resulted in pockets of beekeepers who experienced the heat and 0
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dryness worse than others. Additional feeding in eatly August ene
was done within these areas but it was not done consistently or o layo g
on a large scale.
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Following those August rains, MBA did not feel that the extent g ¢

of early feeding was consistent or considerable enough to qualify
for disaster assistance and therefore we withdrew our request for
further actions taken to lead up to the development of a disaster
assistance program under AgriRecovery.
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crop”, “not sure where the honey came from”, “excellent honey
prices”, “excellent fall colony conditions”, “increased mite counts”. After it is all said and done, I believe our assessments
throughout the season which then led to our final decision to withdraw respectfully represented our industry’s state of affairs

accurately.

I'd like to acknowledge the extra work load this placed on the board, Daryl Wright and Rheal Lafreniere throughout this summer to
help monitor the drought situation. This work continually assessed conditions throughout Manitoba as we collaborated with Alberta,
Saskatchewan and the CHC to help measure out the appropriate actions throughout the season. Our work directly with the Minister
of Agriculture provided us with the assurance that if we needed assistance, the process to access that assistance would have started
immediately. ( Continued on p.4)
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With this year’s drought under our belts, our concerns over the frequency of potential future natural disasters lingers fresh in our
minds. This fall the MBA will meet with Manitoba
Agriculture to assess our industry’s Business Risk

Management tools. This conversation will include:

- concerns about the effectiveness of AgriStability to
help beekeepers stabilize their income during times of
crisis.

-concerns over the increase of bear problems and the
economic impact from bear damage that isn’t
currently covered under the Wildlife Damage
Compensation program.

-continued support and increased investment into the
Overwinter Bee Mortality program with a direct focus
on lowering premium costs and decreasing the
program deductible.

-the opportunity to implement a new Honey Production Insurance program which may mirror that in Saskatchewan.

-the vulnerability our industry has to large-scale honey bee pesticide poisoning (Grasshoppers, Bertha Army Worms, Diamond Back).
Grasshopper spraying took its toll on many beckeepers this season which could have easily been avoided with better product choices
that are easy on beneficial insects and pollinators.

If you have any comments, concerns or if you just want to reach out to the MBA, don’t hessite to contact me directly at:

www.steppletfarms@hotmail.com.

Canadian Honey Council Report ¥\
Fall 2021 @

This season’s honey crop is reported to be below average across the prairies, with the BC coast, Ontario and Quebec reporting good
crops. Higher than normal varroa mites seem to be a Canada wide issue this year, with all provinces reporting seeing anywhere from
slightly higher to significantly higher than recommended mite levels. There is still no clear indication as to why mite levels are showing
such a significant spike this year. Honey prices continue to be on the rise with prices surpassing $3.00/1b already.
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KAP Fall Report (/i EER

Paul Gregony

With the extreme weather experienced by all Manitobans this summer , KAP has had a busy, productive summer . After much hard
lobbying by all the Western farm groups and Canadian Federation of Agriculture we were able to remove the Reference Margin Limit

(RML) on AgriStability claims. This will certainly help beekeepers . With record high honey prices this season, AgriStability may not
kick in this year but nice to know it is a better program. Farmers still need the original reference margin raised to 80% from 70% but
most Western Provinces deem this too expensive — we will keep trying.

Wildlife damage claims have been expanded, AgriRecovery was lobbied for by livestock producers and KAP — this was financed by
both levels of government resulting in at least $62 million to help the devastated livestock sector, driver licensing, expansion of
RTAC highways, improved cell service are also are being lobbied for and worked on.

As a KAP representative for the MBA I know that there are far higher Provincial Safety officer inspections on all farms ( safety
inspections have tripled ) . All KAP members can be offered a free farm safety inspection that we ourselves have experienced and
found it to be a worthwhile exercise . Under the current legislation even hiring a few summer students will put you under this umbrella
legislation. As a risk management tool it is a very important to have all the risks acknowledged in a non-stressful ,non-binding
environment that the farm manager can be ready when safety officers do drop in.

Any beekeepers have concerns that KAP can help with , please drop me an email : paul@ifsltd.ca

OUR EXCLUSIVE SASKATRAZTM HYBRID UUEEN

Olivarez Honey Bees, supports innovation

and industry leaders who play key roles in

beekeeping and sustainability of the industry.

Albert Robertson is that leader, inventing

the Saskatraz™ Queen Breeding Program

in Saskatchewan Canada. OHB is partnering

with Albert at our California location to produce

Saskatraz™ Hybrid Queens. Olivarez Honey Bees
The Saskatraz™ Program was established

with diverse genetics to enrich sustainable LRl A e

economic traits such as: ORDER FALL UUEENS NOW!

» Tolerance to Varroa Mites _ CALIFORNIA
e Overwintering w4 : & HAWAII

¢ Honey Production . Sleim i
¢ Gentle Temperament TOLL FREE

. i 877. 865. 0298
Ultimately, we believe when you choose our
queens, you are part of making these historic G
discoveries and carrying on the good Queen ° el EEn

stock for planetary health. Olivarez Honey Bees, Saskatraz™
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MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION

www.manitobabee.org

2021 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME: COMPANY NAME:
MAILING ADDRESS:
POSTAL CODE:
TELEPHONE: EMAIL ADDRESS:
NUMBER OF COLONIES EXPECTED TO BE OPERATED in 2021:

Payment due January 1, 2021, with deadline for membership payment — March 31, 2021

Memberships cover period from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021
MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION NEW or RENEWAL

1. MEMBER
A Producer who keeps 50 or more honey bee colonies in Manitoba, and who is a sole proprietor,
or is the Designated Representative of a partnership, corporation, or Hutterite colony.
$200.00 BASIC FEE §$

Plus - Colony Levy (for the first 1,000 colonies) ............ add $0.45 x # of Colonies = $
Plus - Colony Levy (for colonies 1,001 and greater, only) - add $0.14 x # of Colonies = §$
2. ASSOCIATE MEMBER. $60.00 BASIC FEE $

A Volunteer, non-voting category, for beekeepers with 49 or fewer honey bee colonies
in Manitoba, or a local or out-of-province industry supporter

3. INSTITUTION $100 USD BASIC FEE $
A Non-Canadian individual, organization, or entity, serving as a broker or library,
requesting the MBA newsletter for reference material or other use.

NOTE: PAID-UP MEMBERS automatically receive the MBA newsletter “The Manitoba Beekeeper”,
and only MANITOBA RESIDENTS may receive the Canadian Honey Council’s magazine “Hive Lights”.

BEE RESEARCH FUNDS-DONATIONS

BARRY FINGLER MEMORIAL FUND (Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association) $
CANADIAN BEE RESEARCH FUND  (Canadian Honey Council) $
INSURANCE (see MBA web section Bees-Protection for details) Not available after March 31, 2021
BEEKEEPERS LIABILITY INSURANCE (valid May.5, 2021-May.5, 2021) @ $70.20 per year $
JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS (This service available to MBA MEMBERS ONLY) Not available after Mar.31, 2021
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL. .....iitiiiiiii e e e $60.00 per year $
BEE CULTURE. ... e $55.00 per year $
Total Paid by: CASH: CHEQUE: MCHP: TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $

I request that the above amount be deducted from my account at the Manitoba Co-operative Honey Producers Limited (MCHP).
THERE IS NO “AUTOMATIC” DEDUCTION, please initial below if MCHP is the payment option you choose.

Applicant please approve MCHP deduction by initialing here.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT. INFORMATION MAY BE USED TO PROVIDE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES BENEFITIAL TO MEMBERS.

APPLICATION DATE: APPLICANT SIGNATURE:

Please return this completed application together with payment to:
Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association
PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO
Winnipeg, MB, R2J 4A3
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PESTICIDE ANTIDOTE FOR ‘BEES’

Pesticide Exposure Antidote

BY BRIAN OWENS

Bee Culture

Feeding bees an antidote packaged inside pollen-like particles
can rescue them from pesticide poisoning, according to
research by scientists in the US.

The pesticides sprayed on crops to control harmful insects are
high on the list of the many challenges facing pollinators like
honeybees and bumblebees. One particular group of
insecticides, the organophosphates, are a major threat — they
account for more than a third of insecticide sales worldwide
and are highly toxic to bees.

‘We wanted to develop a strategy to detoxify managed
pollinators and found we can do it by incorporating it into their
food,” says Minglin Ma, a biomaterials engineer at Cornell
University, US, who led the study.

Phosphotriesterases are enzymes that can break down
organophosphates and render them harmless. But they don’t
work well in the acidic digestive tract of bees. Ma’s team
developed a way to package the enzyme inside particles that
mimic pollen in their size and shape, and can survive in the
bee’s gut to counteract the insecticide.

The 8mm-diameter particles are made of calcium carbonate —
chalk — and a gelatin additive, which helps control their size.
Calcium carbonate is both easy for the bees to consume, and
easy and inexpensive to produce in large quantities. The salt’s
acid-scavenging capability protects the enzyme against acidic
conditions. When pesticides are released from ingested pollen,
they pass through the microparticles’ pores and are removed by
the phosphotriesterase within.

Insacticides released from pollen grains
during digestion are neutralized by OPT-PIM
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The team fed microcolonies of 50 bumblebees pollen
contaminated with the organophosphate

insecticide malathion. Bumblebees that were fed the
phosphotriesterase alone, or a sugar syrup control, all
died after a few days. But the bees that were given the
microparticle-packaged antidote survived.

Ma says it should be easy to roll out the antidote-infused
microparticles to quickly protect or rescue managed
colonies of honeybees. ‘It can be mixed with whatever
you feed the bees, a pollen patty or liquid syrup, and
used as a dietary supplement,” he says. He and his
colleagues have already launched a company, Beemunity,
to commercialise the product.

But Dave Goulson, an insect ecologist at the University
of Sussex, UK, wonders how this strategy could be
expanded beyond managed hives to the wild bees that
often play a much more important role in pollination.
I’'m somewhat dubious as to how wild pollinators could
be induced to consume these particles,” he says. And he
is concerned that the availability of an antidote might be
seen as an excuse to be more liberal with malathion and
other chemicals that are highly toxic to all life, including
humans.

Ma says they have not yet figured out a way to apply the
antidote in a way that will help wild pollinators. The
team is looking into whether they could take advantage
of some kind of flavour or other feed preference that
would attract wild bees — while not also attracting and
treating the harmful insects that the pesticides are
targeting. ‘If we could do that it would be hugely
impactful,” says Ma.

Pollen-mimicking antidote saves bees after pesticide

exposure | Research | Chemistry World

References

J Chen ¢t al, Nat. Food, 2021, DOI: 10.1038/
s43016-021-00282-0
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Time to consider mite-
free package bees from
Tasmania and Western
Australia.

For more information or to book a zoom appointment please get
in touch. Call Martin @ or Gloria @

www.aussiebees.ca

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

SHIVEKITS @FRAMES @FOUNDATION @ MEDICATIONS
OFEEDS @ HIVE TOOLS - ®EXTRACTORS ‘ANDMURE'

MANN LAKE 800 880-1694

WISHGIOITREISESE www.manniakeltd.com
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ABBEY ROAD
DISTRIBUTION

Wiy, 2xo-

1075 KEEWATIN ST
WINNIPEG, MB
R2X 2Z3

PH: (204)694-6800
FX: (204)697-1335

INFO@ABBEYROADDISTRIBUTION.COM

25 YEARS OF SUPPLYING THE BEE KEEPING INDUSTRY WITH A VERY
KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF. IN HOUSE SERVICE DEPARTMENT WITH A
LARGE INVENTORY OF PARTS. WE CARRY A WIDE RANGE OF
FASTENERS, TOOLING, SHIPPING SUPPLIES AND PACKAGING
MATERIALS SUITED FOR YOUR INDUSTRY:

* STAPLES
j 2 * NAILS
2 / * BULK SCREWS
; = ¢ CoIL NAILS
* STRIP NAILS -
¢ PLASTIC & STEEL STRAPPING ' l
* STRETCH WRAP & TAPES «”

* SERVICE ON MOST MAKES OF STAPLING AND NAILING
EQUIPMENT IN HOUSE

Miel Labonte Inc

A honey of a day!

HONEY WANTED

530, rang Nault, Victoriaville
Quebec,Canada

G6P 7R5

Tel: (819) 758-3877

Fax: (819) 758-9386 ‘ aiea ()74
jm.labonteinc.com

Remembran

NOVEMBIER T TH

BEEKEEPERS

BEEKEEPERS

- QUALITY WOODENWARE BOXES
= - FRAMES AND PINE LUMBER
_ - UNASSEMBLED, ASSEMBLED
] I - WAX-DIPPED, FOOD-GRADE FINISH

available at

A . Shop Online 'z Austin, Manitioba
BeeSLLIMIES  ewisandsons.ca  1-866-800-2077

R

PUBLIC NOTICE
INSECTICIDE USE PROGRAM FOR 2021

The City of Winnipeg’s Insect Control Branch is involved in
the control of nuisance and disease carrying mosquitoes in
the City of Winnipeg and up to 10 km beyond.

Some of the control methodologies that are employed

will involve the use of Deltamethrin® However, to protect
bees from potential toxic effects of this control product, a
90 metre pesticide free radius will be provided around all
registered honeybee and leafcutter bee colonies within City
limits (300 metre radius for colonies outside City limits).
Beekeepers are encouraged to participate in this program
by advising the Insect Control Branch of bee locations.

For further information, please call 311 or write to the
Insect Control Branch, 3 Grey St., Winnipeg, MB, R2L 1V2.
An appointment can be arranged with Insect Control staff
to properly map beehive locations, ensuring appropriate
buffer zones around your colonies.

(©] Winnipeg Public Works

Travaux publics
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VITA BEE HEALTH IS DELIGHTED TO
ANNOUNCE THE RETURN OF THE
ORIGINAL TRUSTED FUMAGILIN-B
FOR THE PREVENTION OF NOSEMA
IN HONEY BEES LEARN MORE

ABOUT THIS DISEASE

Effective against
Nosema apis and N. ceranae

Proudly manufactured in Canada
for Canadian beekeepers.

Working in partnership with the
Canadian Honey Council. |

AT
DIN 02231180 Net 4549 prove

FUMAGILIN-B %
Moy SOluble Powder of/Poudre soluble g

5 fumagillin -
dicyclohexylammonium H:

Equivalent to/equivaux @
e 21 mg fumagillin base pe’9

vitabeehealth.com
E1 VvitaBeeHealthNorthAmerica
Y VitaBeeHealth bee

NORTH AMERICA

We Care For
Your Bees
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Warg Smith
RRAA Fall Report

One would think that there was a switch somewhere that just got flipped...suddenly
there is rain and lots of it. Certainly, it will help nourish the trees and shrubs for next
year and give much needed moisture in the soil for Spring’s planting, We certainly
cannot complain about the length of the nice weather this Fall, for finishing up all the
tasks that are needed to prepare hives for Winter.

Our Red River Apiarists’ Association (RRAA) meetings have begun again, continuing
to use ZOOM. We meet the second Tuesday of each month, September through
November and January through May, inclusive. Want to take part? Become a member
of the RRAA and you will receive the link via email each of the months that we
“meet”. Membership is only $35.00 / year and the first yeat is free for those who
completed the U of M course. Here is where you can go to join us. https:/rraa.ca/
membership.

Brad Hogg gave a very good presentation on his journey with beekeeping at the
October meeting, tracing his progress from nothing to his present operation and
company. His following on from his wife’s taking the U of M course and following
her instructions to begin is quite fascinating, I am certain that new beekeepers
benefitted from Brad’s mistakes, about which he spoke quite freely. This was followed
by a Q & A time. There were lots of great questions asked, especially by our newer
beekeepers. As usual, once a question is asked of any group of beekeepers, there are
several different answers, which can be either confusing, or informative. There is
seldom one definitive answer to any way of handling tasks or problems in
beekeeping!

Brad Hogg standing with one of his towering honey
producers!

If you missed these first two meetings in September and October, they were recorded
and will be found on the RRAA website. The November meeting will again be held virtually, with Medhat Nasr as the speaker. Heis a
retired Provincial Apiarist from Alberta, who has done many years of research. This will

prove to be an interesting session, winding up our 2021 meetings.
Medhat Nasr

While most of us are rather tired of having to meet virtually, it has allowed our members
to stay connected and the teaching and learning to continue. It will be at least January
before we will begin to meet in person. Membership will be notified if and when this will

happen.

January will bring elections. Membership is encouraged to participate in the group,
becoming part of the Executive and helping out on committees. VP, Tim Kennedy will
be meeting with his committee, very soon, to set up speakers and programming for 2022.

That’s it for now! RRAA wishes each beekeeper in the province the best wintering until
we “talk again”.

Margaret Smith
RRAA / MBA Liaison
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Beekeeping in Manitoba - 2021 Annual Report

Rhéal Lafreniere, Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development

The number of active, registered beekeepers in Manitoba as of
October 8, 2021 is 930, which is slightly up from last year.
Although there has been a steady increase in the number of
beekeepers over the last 10 years, the growth rate appears to

have slowed down significantly over the last three years (Fig 1).

We are therefore seeing that the expansion of the beekeeping
industry in Manitoba is starting to plateau. This is also being
reported to be the case in most of the Canadian provinces.
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Figure 1. Number of Active Beekeepers in Manitoba (2010 —2021)

The number of colonies in Manitoba is slightly lower than last
year at 115,707. Similar to the number of beekeepers, the
growth rate of Manitoba’s beekeeping industry appears to have
slowed down and is already showing signs of reaching its
plateau (Fig 2). The reason behind the decrease in colony
numbers from this year to last year is more directly related to a
large commercial beekeeping operation relocating the business
to another province to focus on pollination.
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Figure 2. Number of Honey Bee Colonies in Manitoba (2010 —2021)

Winter Mortality Statistics:

As reported in the summer issue of the Manitoba Beekeeper,
the percent colony mortality in Manitoba this past winter was
15.4%. Given that the typical range for wintering loss is
between 15 to 25 percent, this year’s wintering losses would
be considered on the low side of typical losses. Figure 4
outlines the losses from 2010 — 2021 with a moving average
trendline that shows that the 10 year average loss value has
stabilized around 20%. It is also important to note that only
in 2011 and 2013 was the average loss value higher than the
typical wintering loss range of 15 to 25 percent, suggesting
that losses in Manitoba since 2013 have been relatively stable
for most beekeepers. (Fig 3).
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Figure 3. Percentage of Honey Bee Colony Mortality in Manitoba
(2010 -2021)

In comparison to the national average, Manitoba’s winter
mortality has typically been lower than the estimated
Canadian average. In the first five years of the 2010 decade,
Manitoba’s average was similar or above the national
average, but for the last five years, Manitoba’s average has
generally been below the Canadian average (Fig 4).
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Figure 4. Percentage of Wintering Mortality in Manitoba &
Canada (2010 —2021)
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Honey Bee Inspection Program Statistics:

The honey bee inspection program in Manitoba was again
contracted out to a 3rd party Inspection Service Contractor.
2021 was the first year of the two-year contract with DLJ
Consulting. The target for this season’s inspection program
was to inspect approximately 5450 colonies and the
program exceeded the target with over 5500 colonies
inspected. One (1) cases of AFB and two (2) cases of EFB
were confirmed through the Inspection program and
Veterinary Diagnostics Services Lab this season. There
were additional cases of AFB and EFB reported through
producer submitted samples to the lab, which will be
followed up by the inspection program next season to
determine if the incidence is detectible at the level of
inspection offered by the inspection service provider. Figure
5 is a summary of the inspection results since 2010, which
indicates that the ratio of inspected colonies is now close to
achieving the goal of inspecting approximately 5% of the
colonies in the province annually. A detailed analysis of the
inspection program results including inter-provincial
movement statistics will be presented in the next issue of
the Manitoba Beekeeper.

Honey Production Statistics:
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I No. of Inspected Colonies e percentage of Inspected Colonies

Figure 5. Number of Colonies Inspected and the Percentage of
Inspected Colonies in Relation to the Total Number of Colonies in
Manitoba (2010 — 2021)

Number of | Number of Average Average
Region Beekeeper Colonies Yield Yield
Responses | Represented | (Ibs/colony) | (kg/colony)
Central
(includes Wpg) 48 19,877 162.7 73.9
Eastern 47 7,455 162.6 73.9
Interlake 19 2,895 125.1 56.8
Northwest 18 21,484 168.2 76.5
Southwest 19 10,528 150.6 68.5
All Regions 151 62,239 160.8 73.1

Table 1. Summary of the 2021 Honey Production Survey — as of
October 8, 2021

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER

Given the extremely dry conditions throughout the province
the amount of honey produced in Manitoba this season
appears to be only slightly below average. Based on
preliminary data from the 2021 Honey Bee and Honey
Production Survey, the provincial average honey production
per colony is estimated to be 161 1bs (i.e. 73 kg/colony). The
average long term honey yield in Manitoba is estimated to be
170 Ibs/colony. This year’s production survey was done
primarily through an online eForm. Participation in the
survey was very good with over a 150 beekeepers
contributing to the survey results. Colony number
representation in the dataset was also very good with over
62,000 colonies reflected in that data. In the future, we expect
to continue to encourage producers to complete the survey
electronically and produce some of the statistics in real-time.

Table 1 is a breakdown of the preliminary honey production
estimates based on region, which included the number of
operations and colony numbers represented in the regional
dataset. Figure 6 is a graphic representation of estimated
annual provincial honey production since 2010. Annual
honey production is calculated based on the estimated
provincial honey yield per colony multiplied by the estimated
number of colonies in the province. In 2021, the amount of
honey produced in Manitoba is estimated to be 18.6 million
Ibs (i.e. 8.46 million kg).

ANNUAL HONEY PRODUCTION (Millions of LBS)
AVERAGE HONEY YIELD/COLONY (LBS)

2021 161

2020 174
2019 160
2018 164
2017 171
2016 149
2015 176
2014 179
2013 169
2012 165
2011 200
2010 161
- 5.0 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0

AMOUNT OF HONEY PRODUCED PER ANNUM (x1,000,000 LBS)

Figure 6. Annual Honey Production and Colony Yield in Manitoba
(2010 -2021)

Overall, the beekeeping industry in Manitoba continued to
experience growth, both in the number of beekeepers and
colonies. The province was able to produce over 18 million
pounds of honey this year despite all the challenges
associated with the drought and the Covid-19 pandemic. Not
that anyone would want to repeat 2021, but in terms of
coping as an industry, Manitoba beekeepers did what they
needed to do and came out on top. That is something to be
celebrated and certainly worthy of being proud of! It also
demonstrates how resilient and resourceful Manitoba
beekeepers can be in the face of adversity.
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ORDER 10+ Nucs TODAY and pay your deposit with a
postdated cheque for Jan 1, 2022!

é WESTMAN NEW FOR 2022!!

***Deposit refundable up to March 1, 2022***

2022 Pricing

1-9 @ $245/nuc 5 Frame Honey Bee Nucs in a Jester EZ Nuc box with:

10-39 @$243/nuc |, A established and laying queen with bees to cover brood.

40-99 @ 5241/nuc | o 3 frames with brood to equal a minimum of 2 full frames of
100-149 @ $238/nuc brood.
150-200+ @ $235/nuc | ® 1frame with feed and 1 frame for growth.

ORDER TODAY!!
www.westmanhoneybeeproducers.ca

Phone 204-728-9129 or text 204-720-1660

Brandon Beekeepers’ Fall Report Brandon

Due to all the COVID restrictions and the busy summer, the BABA has not had an in-person or ZOOM meeting since May.
One way or another, we hope to resume meetings this November.

As the season winds down, it appears that the dry and hot weather here in the south/westman area did not hinder the
honey flow. Many received a good to better-than-average honey crop. The bees flew almost every day as there was no rain to
slow them down (except for some smokey days which did slow them down a bit). We also had a long and hot fall. Many
beekeepers even reported seeing a September flow helping to fill up brood nests.

Overall, the honey crop seems to have been larger, drier, and darker here. The reason for the darker honey could have been
that the canola was stressed from the heat and lack of moisture, but the bees went and found the nectar elsewhere which
darkened the crop.

From a small survey collected, and talking with producers in the Brandon area, it seems the varroa levels were higher than
most falls. I believe the higher varroa levels are due to the very eatly spring with the bees coming out of hibernation in mid-
March, and getting a couple of extra brood cycles in.

With the honey prices at an all time high, the future looks great. Good luck getting your hives ready for winter and making
plans for next year.

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER 14
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Why Wrap Your Hives?

Your honey bees work hard to prepare
for winter. As beekeepers, we want to do
everything we can to ensure they thrive
over the season. Once temperatures
begin to drop, properly protecting your
hives can make all the difference in how
your colonies overwinter.

Experienced beekeeper, Tom Nolan,
shares why Bee Cozy™ Winter Hive Wraps
are a smart choice for large commercial
operations and backyard beekeepers,
alike—so you can head into spring with
stronger and healthier colonies.

Protect Your Colonies

Bee Cozy Winter Hive Wraps provide
an insulating layer to minimize heat loss
from the hive and help maintain ambient
temperatures over the winter. The wraps
are made with UV treated polypropylene
and contain environmentally friendly
R8 fiberglass. This protection blocks
your hives from freezing conditions and
acts as a windbreak for breezy locations.
Pair with the inner cover pads for the
perfect insulating layer and ventilation
your bees need to winter successfully.

Save Time and Money

Wrapping your hives with other methods
can be a time-consuming task. The
Bee Cozy’s ready-to-use design makes
preparing your hives for winter easy

and efficient. Simply slip it on your bee
hives in late fall, once temperatures are
consistently below cluster point of 10°C
(50°F). Slip off when temperatures are
consistently above cluster point again,
and possible snap freezes have passed.
Plus, the Bee Cozy is reusable! Roll and
store for next year, reducing your annual
wintering costs.

“Wrapped colonies start
off stronger in the spring,
producing up to two times
the amount of honey.”?

Prepare for Next Year’s Success

Winterizing your colonies will maximize
your honey crop. Healthy, wrapped
colonies start off stronger in the spring
and produce up to two times the
amount of honey compared to other
colonies. With assistance from the Bee
Cozy, your bees will brood up faster, so
you can split earlier in the spring and be
ready for the honey flow.

For successful overwintering, colonies
should be treated for Varroa mites with
Formic Pro™ or Mite Away Quick Strips™
and provided with ample feed stores
ahead of wrapping for winter. &

Tom Nolan is the Founder and
Past President of the Urban
Toronto Beekeepers Association
and lead Sales Representative
for NOD Apiary Products. His
personal mission: to ensure
the sustainability of honey
bee health. Tom shares his
enthusiasm for honey bees
by educating beekeepers on
best management practices,
Varroa control, swarm catching
and by volunteering at an
organic farm—all while running
his successful beekeeping
operation: Hivetown Honey.

NATURES OWN DESIGN

_ APIARY PRODUCTS —

Want to hear more?

Book Tom as a guest speaker
for your Bee Association:
info@nodglobal.com

Watch how-to videos at youtube.com/NODApiaryProducts
Learn more about Bee Cozy Winter Hive Wraps, Mite Away Quick Strips & Formic Pro at www.nodglobal.com

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER
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~_____MANIT0BA
L.\ RECOMMENDED |

% B\ HONEY HOUSE PRICE |

e |

The Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association |
2021 Recommended Minimum Honey House Price

$3.50 per pound
$7.70 per kilogram

Recommended Price for Farm Gate Honey sold in Producer Supplied Container.
q Floral Specific or Specialty Honey (i.e. Buckwheat, Dandelion, Sunflower, Finely i
Granulated, Cinnamon Flavoured, Strawberry Flavoured, etc) may be at a |
premium above the recommended base rate.

Honey sold in specially designed or specially sized glass or plastic Y 2
| containers may also be at an additional premium. 3
| s
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usD

NATIONAL HONEY REPORT

United States
Department of

‘/ Agriculture

Unit 1, Produce Row Room 101

St. Louis, MO 63102

Phone: 314-425-4520 Fax: 314-621-3214
Website: www.ams.usda.gov/imarketnews.htm

Agricultural Marketing Service
Specialty Crops Program
Market News Division

Volume XLI — Number 9

Issued Monthly September 21, 2021

CORRECTED COPY: See updated honey prices.

HONEY MARKET FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2021

IN VOLUMES OF 10,000 POUNDS OR GREATER UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
Prices paid to beekeepers for extracted, unprocessed honey in major producing states by packers, handlers & other large users, cents
per pound, f.o.b. or delivered nearby, containers exchanged or returned, prompt delivery & payment unless otherwise stated.
- REPORT INCLUDES BOTH NEW AND OLD CROP HONEY - (# Some in Small Lot --- +Some delayed payments or previous commitment)

ARKANSAS Basswood Extra Light Amber $227 - $2.50
Soybean Light Amber $1.68 TEXAS

CALIFORNIA Canola White $2.05
Buckwheat Light Amber $2.00 WASHINGTON
Orange White $2.25 Alfalfa White $2.27
Valley Light Amber $2.00 WISCONSIN

COLORADO Basswood White/Extra Light $2.27
Canola White $2.27

DAKOTAS
Basswood White/Light Amber $2.27
Buckwheat Extra Light Amber $2.27 Prices paid to Canadian Beekeepers for unprocessed, bulk honey by
Canola White $1.95 $2.32 packers and importers in U. S. currency, f.o.b. shipping point, containers
Canola Extra Light Amber $2.27 included unless otherwise stated. Duty and crossing charges extra. Cents
Canola Light Amber $2.27 $2.32| per pound.

Clover White $2.05 $2.27 )

Clover Extra Light/Light $2.27 Clover White No Sales

Mixed Flower Extra Light/Light $2.27 . . . . . .

Mixed Flower Amber $2.27 Prices paid to importers for bulk honey, duty paid, containers included,
Sunflower White/Extra Light $2’27 cents per pound, ex-dock or point of entry unless otherwise stated.
Sunflower Light Amber $2.27 ARSIENTINA Whi $1.88

Spurge Extra Light/Light $2.27 over tte )

FLORDIA Clover Extra Light $1.88 $1.92
Gallberry Extra Light $2.30 Mixed Flowers White $1.80 $1.89
Gallberry Light Amber $2'20 Mixed Flowers Extra Light $1.74 $1.90
Mixed Flower Light Amber $2.20 Mixed Flowers Light Amber $1.82

. BRAZIL
Tall Light Amb 2.20

GEORGIA g Amber 5 ORGANIC Light Amber $1.75 $1.99
Mixed Flower Light Amber/Amber $2.20 ORGANIC A'mber $1.75

IDAHO Mixed Flower Light Amber $1.58

. INDIA
Mint Amb 227

MICHIGAN mbet 5 Mixed Flower ~ White $.98 $1.24
Basswood White/Extra Light $2.27 Mpced Flower Extra Light $.93 $1.19

MIINNESOTA Mixed Flower nght Amber $.74 $1.49
Basswood White/Extra Light $2.27 Mustard White . $1.05
Clover Amber $2.07 Mustard Extra Light $1.19

MISSISSIPPI UKRAIE Whi 6170
Tallow Light Amber / Amber $2.00 1xed Flower e :

MONTANA URU.GUAY .

Alfalfa Extra Light Amber $2.27 MTxed Flower Light Amber $1.77
Canola White $2.27 Mixed Flower Amber $1.77
VIETNAM

NEBRASKA . .

Clover Extra Light Amber $227 Mixed Flower Light Amber $.81 $1.33

NEW YORK ’ Mixed Flower Amber $.97
Basswood White $2.27

i e s R s
S ~ 2
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EXECUTIVE AND DIRECTORS LIST 2021 7oy,
MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION /v\
EXECUTIVE
Chairperson: lan Steppler Box 7 Miami MB 204 435-2491
(2024) ROG 1HO stepplerfarms@hotmail.com
Vice-Chair: Mike Grysiuk 2 Kuharski Street, Neepawa, MB, ROJ1HO | 204 899 -9250
(2022) mgrysiuk@mymts.net

CHC Director:

Osee Podolsky
(2023)

Box 1 Ethelbert MB
ROL 0TO osee@podolskihoneyfarms.com

204-647-2265

KAP Delegate: | Paul Gregory Box328 Fisher Branch ROC 020 204 372-6920
(2023) paul@interlakeforageseeds.com

DIRECTORS

Marg Smith 1051 Porcher Road, St margshoney@gmail.com 431 337-5479

(2022) Andrews, MB. R1A 3N4

Adam Lewis Box 316, Austin, MB Ifarms@mts.net 204-637-2277

(2024) ROH 0C0

Brad Hogg Box 16, Libau, MB. brad@faithapiaries.ca 204 232-5180

(2023) ROE 1CO

Becky Lane Suite 114.100 - 1300 18" beckylanebl@gmail.com 204 720-1660

(2024) Street

Brandon, MB R7A 6X7

Directors Terms are until the AGM of the year indicated

NON-VOTING APPOINTEES

Secretary: Daryl Wright 326 Belvidere St, Winnipeg, R3J 2H3 204 229-9343
d.l.wright@shaw.ca

Treasurer: Nadine Lecocq Box 48123 Lakewood P.O.
Winnipeg, MB R2J 4A3
nimba@outlook.com

RRAA Rep. Marg Smith 1051 Porcher Road, St Andrews, R1A 431 337-5479
3N4 margshoney@gmail.com

BABA Rep. vacant

PROVINCIAL APICULTURE OFFICE:

545 University Cres. Winnipeg, MB, R3T 5S6

204 945-4327 (FAX)

Provincial
Apiarist

Rhéal Lafreniére

rheal.lafreniere@gov.mb.ca

204 945-4825

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER
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CANADA.COM

- Locally Manufactured Bee Equipment
- Large Inventory in Stock

- Wax Dipping Available
m - Customized Products

L Woeedman Engincering
~ . BeoBoxMadiine
" h#__,  Can do 8/4” end 7/8”

. Deop or Medium Bexes

e Pre-Drilled Nafl Holes
/ Angled Top Hand Holds
| / Strong Box Corner Design
Optional Metal Frame Rests

L
|

Phone: 888.923.9813| Email: info@naturestastecanada.com

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER
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MBA Committees 2021

Convention/AGM
Chair - Daryl Wright
Brad Hogg, Laura Wiens, Rheal Lafreniere,

CHC Director - Osee Podolsky

Stock Replacement

Finance & BFMF Becky Lane and Mike Grysiuk

Chair -Ian Steppler, Paul Gregory, Nadine Lecocq
( Treasurer) & Daryl Wright ( Secretary)

KAP Labour - Mike Grysiuk, Paul Gregory
Chair - Paul Gregory

Membership Resources & Communication Workplace Safety - Adam Grysiuk
Chair - Ian Steppler
Brad Hogg, Becky Lane & Adam Lewis

Pests & Pest Management Food Safety - Marg Smith
Chair - Paul Gregory
Becky Lane, Rhéal Lafreniére

ReS.OIutlon . Honey Marketing - Paul Gregory
Chair - Marg Smith

Osee Podolsky

Research

Chair - Adam Lewis : ,
Ian Steppler, Osee Podolsky, Dr. Rob Currie, @%@%"9‘3

Rhéal Lafreniere

Safety Nets
Chair - Paul Gregory, Adam Lewis

Board Development
lan Steppler and Daryl Wright

Pollinator Habitat and Sustainable Initiatives
Chair - Becky Lane,Brad Hogg and Ian Steppler

YOUR INDUSIRY VOICE

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER
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CLASSIFIEDS/EMPLOYMENT

For Sale: Unassembled Supers

At least 130 are ready for assembly and to be picked up
in Winnipeg,

$1,000 Contact: Joanne

joannepaul@shaw.ca

(204) 668-2755

For Sale: 600 plastic queen excluders $2.50. Each , 120
white painted empty supers, 1,000 2 litre plastic

jars with 4 “ screw cap with stainless steel screen .
$2.50 each . Contact Jake at 1-204-513-0529

For Sale: Spring quad wraps with Reflectix insulation for
sale.

Fits snuggly over 4 colonies or can custom sew to your
dimension pricing: single high is $20 — double is $25.
Quad style winter wraps for sale; single high $45 / double
high are $55. Contact Interlake Forage Seeds Ltd at (204)
372-6920 or (800)-990-1390.

Coas? Frasgr
7 Auct}on
Service Ltd.

Brandon, Manitoba

SERVING BEEKEEPERS
IN ALBERTA, SASKATCHEWAN,
AND MANITOBA
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

If you are thinking
of buying or selling,
please call
1-800-483-5856 or 204-727-2001
Fax: 204 +729-9912

~ or check our website:
www.fraserauction.com

'_[‘

A\

APIARY WORKER

Duties:

* Handle, feed, and care for honey
colonies

* Assist in the production of nucs,
queens, or replacement hives

* Recognize & report hive health
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls

* Move hives

* Collect and package honey, bees-
wax

* Bee yard maintenance

¢ Manufacture, assemble & maintain
hive equipment

* Operate & maintain other apiary
related equipment

* Keep limited field and/or produc-
tion records

* 1 year previous commercial
beekeeping experience required

Start Date:
Feb 1/2022 - April 12/2022
End Date: November 1/2022

Wage: $12.68 - $15.00 upon experi-
ence
Positions Available: 15

APIARY HARVESTER
Duties:

* Supering hives

* Harvesting honey

* Cleaning honey extraction &
storage equipment

* Honey extraction

* Barrel moving, preparation,
filling & storage

* Manufacture, assemble,
maintain hive equipment

* Bee yard maintenance

No experience required.

Start Date:

Feb 1/2022- July 12/2022
End Date:

September 17/2022 - Novem-
ber 1/2022

Wage: $12.00 - $15.00 upon
experience
Positions Available: 15

ASH APIARIES LTD.

Box 297 Gilbert Plains, Manitoba ROL 0X0

Has the following seasonal employment opportunities

APIARY TECHNICIAN
Duties:

* Handle, feed, and care for honey
colonies

¢ Co-ordinate in the production of
nucs, queens, or replacement hives
* Recognize and report hive health
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls

* Move hives

* Drive and maintain vehicles

* Collect and package honey, bees-
wax

* Bee yard maintenance

* Manufacture, assemble & main-
tain hive equipment

* Operate & maintain other apiary
related equipment

* Keep field and/or production
records

* Interact with external farm per-
sonnel

« 2 year previous commercial
beekeeping experience required.

- May require travel to Kelowna,
BC area

- May supervise employees, very
limited

Start Date:
February 1/2022 — April 12/2022
End Date: November 1/2022

Wage: $14.59 - $17.00 upon expe-
rience
Positions Available: 10

Apply by sending resume to:

Ash Apiaries Ltd
c/o Bryan Ash
Box 297
Gilbert Plains, MB
ROL 0XO0
Fax (204) 548-2112
Phone (204) 548-2036

email: info@ashapiaries.com

Or in person
www.ashapiaries.com

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER
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For Sale: 13 single hives plus related hive equipment (including 43 - 9 frame honey supers). Hives fully fed, 90-95 pounds each, oxalic treatment will be applied
(current testing 1.41% mite level). I have no wintering facility...must sell. Thank you.
Contact: David Cox (204) 855-2146 before 10AM / evenings, Oak Lake"

For Sale: Cook and Beals Honey spin float setup. Complete unit includes 2.5 Progtessive cavity pump with single speed 2 hp motor with gearbox. New heat
exchanger used two short years with oil. Spinner has a new bearing kit installed after the last use. Might need a new motor as it is a little loud. Variable speed
panel. Also a stand for the spinner which includes 2 11-barrel tanks with 3 inch barrel ports.

Rodger Wohlgemuth
Triple Island Farms Ltd
Cell: 1-(250)-307-9373

email: rwapiaties@gmail.com

HARLTON APIARIES has 4 Seasonal positions available for the 2022 Season

4 Apiary Workers (NOC 8431) for March or April to end of October 2022

Wages $13 - $15.50 per hour depending on experience. 1-2 years experience preferred. Operating a forklift is an asset. A valid driver’s license and the ability to
speak English is an asset. Duties include assisting with feeding, bee hive maintenance and treatments, moving hives, harvesting and extracting honey, and winter
preparation and some building of new hive equipment.

Contact Irwin Harlton, Harlton Apiaries

Box 644 Souris (MB) ROK 2C0 204-483-2382

WEST 10 HONEY LTD, PO Box 205, Ethelbert, MB ROL 0T0

APIARY TECHNICIAN (6)

Wage: $13.00 - $16.00. Dates Required: March 1, 2020 for up to 8 months. Minimum 3 years experience preferred.

Duties: Handle and feed hives; Replacement of hives and production of nucs; Detect and report hive health and apply correct disease cures and/or controls;
Keep field and/or production records; Harvest honey; Raise queens; Dtive and maintain vehicles; Other dutes as assigned.

THE POSITIONS: Seasonal full time, days, evenings, Saturdays as required; Medical Benefits; Language is English and Spanish; Must have own transportation;
Must be able to handle heavy loads as work is physically demanding; Must work well with others and be able to learn continuously.

Send resume by mail to above mailing address or by email to workatwest]0@gmail.com.

Lewis & Sons Enterprises Ltd. #40 Beaver St. ,Box 316 Austin, Manitoba ,ROH 0C0 (204) 637-2277 lfarms@mymts.net

Apiary Technician 2 Positions Available NOC Code 8431) Apiary Technician Duties:

Handle, feed, and care for bee colonies. Coordinate in the production of Nucs, Queens, or replacement hives. Recognize and report hive health issues & apply
approptiate cures/controls. Move Hives. Drive and maintain vehicles. Collect and package honey, bees wax. Bee yard maintenance. Manufacture, assemble, and
maintain hive equipment. Operate & maintain other apiary equipment. Keep field and/or production records. Interact with external farm personal. One year of
previous commercial beekeeping required. Start Date: April 1st - June 1st, 2020 End Date: Sept 15th - November 1st, 2020 Wage: $11.83

Interlake Honey Producers LTD P0 Box 328, Fisher Branch, MB ROC 0Z0 has the following positions:
Apiary Technician 5 Positions Available

Required for the 2022 honey season. Seasonal, full time, days, evenings and some Saturdays. Work is mostly outdoors, so must be able to work under hot

conditions. The job starts April 1st — July 1st. End date: September 10t — October 31st. Wages: $13.00 - $16.00/hour. Minimum 2 years expetience preferred.
Performance and/or production bonus may be available.

Duties: include but not limited to, feed and care for honeybees, replacement of hives and production of nucs, moving hives, supering hives, detect and report hive
health and apply correct disease cures and/or controls, keep field and/or production records, harvest honey, work on extracting line, cleaning extracting equipment
and honey house, raise queens, assemble and maintenance of bee equipment, drive and maintain vehicles, other duties as assigned. Work is very physically
demanding, with long days and heavy lifting.

The job is located 2 hours north of Winnipeg in the RM of Fisher NE 33-23-1W in Fisher Branch, MB
Send resume by mail to Box 328 Fisher Branch, MB ROC 0Z0 or email anita@ifsltd.ca
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ODEM INTER IONAL INC

YOUR PARTINER IN SALES

oL\
\

N7

A

(R A 5 Port Hope Winnipeg
%" S 5029 County Road 2, D A N C] N G 31060 Rosewood Road
- FB“’? Port Hope, ON L1A 3V5 4
- T: 905 753 2623 B E E

Dufresne, MB R5K 0P2
T: 204 866 2402

EQUIPMENT

1S HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!

We are your first and last stop for all of your beekeeping
needs! Our knowledgeable staff can help point you in the
right direction to get the most out of your business, no
matter the size. No request is too small, we are here for you!

"

Shop Online: www.dancingbeeequipment.com
E: dancingbeesales@gmail.com

Dedicated To Helping You Grow Your Apiaries In A
Cost Effective, Profitable Way, No Matter The Size!

o @dancingbeeequipment

THE MANITOBA BEEKEEPER
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BeeMaid =

BEE SUPPLIES

Canada’s beekeeping source

Top Quality Products
for Beekeepers

Foundation Honey

Queen Rearing Supplies Containers

Beekeepers Apparel Extracting Equipment
& Tools Medications
Hive Equipment Packaged Bees & Queens

Mite Controls

www.beemaid.com

Proudly Owned by Canadian Beekeepers

We can handle your sugar Bee Maid buys light
requirements. Dry or liquid - and dark beeswax at
small lots or trailer loads. competitive prices.
S XN Nadl BeeMaidBeeStore.com )
MCHP e Manitoba Cooperative Honey Producers Limited
MANITOBA COOPERATIVE 625 Roseberry Street, Winnipeg, MB R3H OT4 204.783.2240
HONEY PRODUCERS
Order Desk 1-866-783-2240 ext. 228
Tracey Johnston 1-204-783-2240 ext. 229 | tjohnston@beemaid.com
Jeff Richards 1-204-783-2240 ext. 267 | jrichards@beemaid.com
Alvin Catalan 1-204-783-2240 ext. 244 | acatalan@beemaid.com
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