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NEW FOR THE 
20222022 AND 20232023  

PROGRAM YEAR
 The interest-free portion 

of!cash advances has
 increased from $100,000 

to $250,000

Manitoba Crop Alliance offers advances on honey, with a one-time application fee 
and competitive interest rates. Our knowledgeable staff will go above and beyond to 
get you your advance in as little as 3-5 business days.

The Advance Payments Program is a federal program, delivered and administered 
by Manitoba Crop Alliance. It offers Canadian farmers marketing flexibility through 
interest-free and low-interest cash advances.

For more information about!the Advance Payments Program, 
contact us directly:

Phone:!204-745-6661 Toll-Free: 1-877-598-5685

mbcropalliance.ca

Rae Jackson:!!rae@mbcropalliance.ca

Tammy Cote:!tammy@mbcropalliance.ca

GET A CASH ADVANCE 
WHEN YOU NEED IT   
Join other Western Canadian 
farmers who already rely on 
CCGA’s long-standing experience 
as an Advanced Payments 
Program administrator.

When you’re ready to apply, we’ll be here. 
Get an Advanced Payments Program cash 
advance from CCGA. Our experienced team 
makes it easy. Call 1-866-745-2256 or 
visit ccga.ca/cash

Advance Payments 
Program

Programme de 
paiements anticipés

http://www.manitobabee.org
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MBA Chairperson’s 
Winter  Report

Ian Steppler

           I think I can speak for many producers that it is nice to have the 2022 season behind us.  Anyone who was able to keep strong 
colonies alive by the end of  June ended up with an opportunity to cash in on a lucrative honey crop.  The rest of  us worked to fill 
empty boxes by knocking down colonies in our futile attempt to stay ahead of  that persistent wax moth.  Time will tell if  the efforts to 
restock boxes paid off.     

Throughout the last year, the association has managed our business through the ongoing and complicated situation of  pandemic 
restrictions.  I don’t think there is anyone happier than I am to provide an in-person convention and hold an AGM on the floor as it 
has always been and how it is the most familiar with all of  us once again.  Although the pandemic has forced us to recognize the 
efficiencies of  holding business meeting over ZOOM, it has also proven to us how important it is to continue to meet face to face in 
order to properly conduct important business at hand.  We thank the membership for your patience as we awkwardly kept business at 
hand while faced with government restrictions.  

My phone started ringing on April 2nd, and from 
there on in, if  beekeepers hadn’t already taken their 
losses, the extraordinary cold and harsh spring 
would have punished them with losses then.  The 
spring of  2022 was one of  the worst springs 
experienced by beekeepers to date.  The provincial 
loss topped the Canadian average loss of  45%, at 
nearly 60%.  The extraordinary losses across 
Canada used up our import package bee sources 
quite quickly and then put a run on domestically 
reared nuc prices which doubled sometimes tripled 
typical prices.  With some producers left standing 
without replacement stock, many beekeepers turned 
to the MBA. 

On April 27th a special meeting was held regarding 
the pursuit of  US package bees.   A decision was 
made to lobby both the provincial and federal government to open the boarder to US package bees.   A decision was also made to 
lobby the provincial government to consider disaster assistance to help Manitoba producers recover their losses: 

The Minister of  Agriculture conveyed our industries situation and our requests to the Federal Minister of  Agriculture.  With the 
collaborative support of  Ag Ministers across Canada, CAPA, CHC and the CFIA, an Industry-Government Honey Bee Sustainability Working 
Group was created to identify actions to address high, unsustainable losses of  honey bee colonies and to increase the sustainability of  
the beekeeping industry in Canada.  Thus, they were tasked to: 

·       Explore options for short term actions that could help address challenges to restoring and maintaining hive population 
numbers due to high-overwinter losses this year. 
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·       Identify medium to long term options/solutions to improve domestic capacity to produce and maintain high quality 
honey bees and to manage other challenges to maintaining honey bee colonies. 

Four common high priority actions/recommendations were determined: 

1.     Actions to support and coordinate the activities of  the provincial/regional technology transfer teams/programs.  
Specifically, proposed direct funding and resources towards Canadian Tech programs.  

2.     Actions to accelerate the development of  new varroa control products and methods. 

3.     Actions to Maintain and Increase Domestic Bee Supplies through the development of  a new programs to encourage 
beekeepers to produce more domestic queens and nucleus colonies, to grow existing operations, and to improve 
related supporting technologies. 

4.     Actions to Address current and longer-term challenges to import bee supplies to ensure that contingency plans are 
developed and continue to work to identify new, safe, commercial source countries for imported queen and package 
bees to reduce risks from interruption of  supply or transportation. 

Please attend my Chairmans report during the MBA AGM where I will elaborate and explain everything with the in-depth 
conversation around access to US package bee imports and the actionable recommendations from the Honey Bee Sustainability 
working group.    

As we focused our work on stock replacement and disaster assistance last summer, we continue to work with Manitoba 
Agriculture to direct attention towards our industry’s business risk management programs.  MASC offers two programs for 
Manitoba producers: 

1.     Wildlife compensation program, most typically used to help producers recover from incidental bear damage.  Bear 
damage has been on the rise over the last couple years, and we continue to work with MASC to ensure compensation 
on damages are adequate and inline with current inflation.   

2.     Over Winter Mortality (OBM) insurance program, in place to help producers offset the cost of  heavy loss events much 
as experienced last season.   OBM has taken a lot of  attention by MASC by the lower-than-expected enrollment.  
There are clear reasons for that, and we have worked hard to convey suggestions to improve the program’s ease of  use 
and affordability to improve producer participation.  

Although our association does not have a lot of  direct influence on the AgriStability safety net program, I think it is important to 
note that the recent changes made to this program brought back the workability and usefulness of  its original intent.  Any 
beekeeper who has developed a business around their honey bees needs to examine this program as 
part of  their business risk management strategy.  Especially considering that Agri Invest subsidizes 
much or all the program costs and potential professional fees associated with enrollment.   

Our Manitoba beekeeping industry has closed a chapter this summer as Rhéal Lafrenière retired 
from his position of  Manitoba’s Provincial Apiarist (PA). A significant parting for Manitoba. Rhéal 
has held this position for 22 years with pride, dignity and brought the passion and commitment to 
our Manitoba beekeepers which our industry deserves. Therefore, Rhéal was a respected member of  
the beekeeping community, and that commitment is the legacy that his successor will need to follow. 
 It still feels strange not to include Rhéal into our conversations for feedback, but I can honestly say 
that Derek Micholson, our former KRTP lead and now Rhéal’s successor, has stepped in and has 
taken a firm hold on those reigns.  

The board, the staff  and myself, have taken the direction from the membership seriously this spring and not only have we worked 
hard to try to achieve results, but we have also worked hard to include everything else involved with running an openminded, 
inclusive, responsible, Manitoba beekeeper associated effort.  Your engagement is important.  Reach out and let us hear what you 
want to say.   

Ian Steppler                                                                                                                                                                                              
MBA Chairperson  
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Dan Lecocq

MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
2023 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

January 1, 2023 to December 31,2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payment Due January 1, 2023 with Deadline for membership payment – March 31, 2023 
 
MEMBERSHIPS    
 

1. Associate Membership (A Volunteer, non-voting category, for beekeepers with 49 or fewer honey bee colonies in 
Manitoba, or a local or out-of-province industry supporter)  

$60.00 
     

2. Full Membership (A Producer who keeps 50 or more honey bee colonies in Manitoba, and who is a sole 
proprietor, or is the Designated Representative of a partnership, corporation, or Hutterite colony) 

  
Base Fee $200.00 
Levy (50 to 1500 colonies) Colony number  @0.50 per colony  
Additional Levy (1501 or more colonies) Colony number (Total minus 1500) @0.16 per colony  
TOTAL  (Base Fee plus Levy plus Additional Levy)  
 

3. INSTITUTION – A Non-Canadian individual, organization, or entity, serving as a broker or library, requesting the 
MBA newsletter for reference material or other use.                 $100.00US 

 
BEE RESEARCH FUNDS-DONATIONS 
 
BARRY FINGLER MEMORIAL FUND  (Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association)  
CANADIAN BEE RESEARCH FUND   (Canadian Honey Council)  
KNOWLEDGE RESEARCH TRANSFER PROGRAM (cash or in-kind donation, please contact Secretary)   
  
INSURANCE (see MBA website Bees-Protection for details) Not available after March 31 
 
BEEKEEPERS LIABILITY INSURANCE (valid 5 May 2023-5 May 2024) @ $70.20 per year  
 
JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  -  (THIS SERVICE AVAILABLE TO MBA MEMBERS ONLY)  Not available after March 31 
 
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL      - $60.00 per year  
BEE CULTURE                            - $55.00 per year  
                          

TOTAL AMOUNT                 $_______
          
 I request that the above amount be deducted from my account at the Manitoba Co-operative Honey Producers Limited. 
 
THERE IS NO “AUTOMATIC” DEDUCTION FOR PAST MEMBERS.   

Applicants, please approve deduction by initialing here.  _________________________ 
 

IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY ETRANSFER, PLEASE CONTACT TREASURER AT:  nlmba@outlook.com 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  INFORMATION MAY BE USED TO PROVIDE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES BENEFITIAL TO MEMBERS. 
 
 
APPLICATION DATE:  _____________________ APPLICANTS SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

1 of 2 pages 
 
 

 
NAME:  ________________________________  COMPANY NAME: __________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS ________________________________________________POSTAL CODE____________ 
 
TELEPHONE__________________________   EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF COLONIES EXPECTED TO BE OPERATED IN 2023 _____ If 50 or more colonies, please complete page 2.                  
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Figure	1.

Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
 

Designated Representative Form 
 
1. Business Name of Registered Producer: _____________________________________ 

(Business name used on original Registration form) 
2. Name of Registered Producer: _____________________________________________ 

(Name of person completing this form) 
 

Business Number: _________________        Manitoba Agriculture Registration Number: ____________ 
 
The Registered Producer of a Partnership, Corporation or Hutterite Colony must appoint one designated 
representative to have voting representation in the Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association. The designated 
representative must be at least 18 years of age and a resident of Manitoba. 
 
3. Name of Designated Representative: _______________________________________. 
Address: _______________________________________________________________. 
Postal Code: _________________.  Email: ____________________________________ 
Phone #: _(204) ____________________. FAX: _(204)__________________________. 
 
4. Confirmation of eligibility of person appointed above as Designated Representative: 
Designated Representative’s Type of Business Entity:  (Please check one only) 
 

 Sole Proprietor:   
 

 Partnership: To be eligible, a designated representative must  
hold at least 10% of the assets of the partnership and be entitled to 10% of the income of that partnership.  
Does the person to be designated so qualify?   Yes /  No 
 

 Corporation 
To be eligible, a designated representative must hold at least 10% of the voting shares in the corporation.  
Does the person to be designated so qualify?   Yes /  No 
 

 Hutterite Colony. 
To be eligible, a designated representative must be a member of the Hutterite Colony.  Does the person to 
be designated so qualify?   Yes /  No 
 
5. Is the person to be designated, the designated representative of any other registered producer?   Yes / 
 No   
(If “yes”, to be eligible, a request to rescind that designation must accompany this form). 
 
6. Is the person to be designated also a registered producer, as no individual who is a registered producer 
may be appointed as the designated representative of another registered producer?  (If “yes”, to be 
eligible, a request to rescind that registration must accompany this form) 
 
7. I hereby affirm that the above information is correct to the best of my knowledge. 
 
Signature: __________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

      (Signature of Registered Producer completing this form)  (Date form completed) 
 
8. Date Designated Rep. Form received: _________________________________. 

(This section for MBA office use) 
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117th MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Hilton Winnipeg Airport Suites     
1800 Wellington Ave., Winnipeg Manitoba 

February 24 - February 25, 2023 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Name of Registrant:    
  
Accompanying Spouse:   
  
Mailing Address:               
 
         
 
Telephone: (         )             E-Mail:  
 
Registration Fees: Includes lunch tickets for Friday February 24 & Saturday 25.  Advance Registration deadline is 
February 10, 2023. Registration Forms post-marked after February 10 will be charged the Regular Registration rate. 
 
Advance Registration (before February 10, 2023)  

• Member:      $200 

• Non-member     $230 

• Member Corporation (up to 3 delegates)  $400  
 
Regular Registration (after Feb 11, 2023)  

• Member:      $225 

• Non-member:     $250 

• Member Corporation (up to 3 delegates):  $450  
 
Single Day Registration     $125  
 
Spousal Daily Registration $50 per day                       $ 50/day  
 
Banquet (Friday Night)    _ no. of Tickets   $65/each 
 
             TOTAL  
 
Cheque payable to: “Manitoba Beekeepers' Association” or “MBA 
 
If you wish to pay by e transfer, please contact our Treasurer at nlmba@outlook.com  
 
Send registration form and payment to:  Manitoba Beekeepers' Association 
      PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO 
    Winnipeg MB, R2J 4A3 

 
Room Rates:  King Suite or 2 Double Beds Suite guest room rates are $159.00 plus taxes which includes breakfast and parking, 
only for those persons registering in advance, for the MBA Convention.  A block of rooms is available for convention attendees 
but only until February 5, 2023.  Reserve Rooms by calling Hilton Airport Suites 1800 445 8667(or 204 783 1700), using 
conference code MMBA.  You can book online at: https://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/Y/YWGWIHF-MBA-
20200226/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG   or phone 204 786-0929 
 
There are a number of other Hotels in the near vicinity of the Convention (Victoria Inn, Comfort Inn, Mainstay Inn, etc). Please 
contact them directly for rooms and rates. 
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W E  B U Y  H O N E Y  &  W A X
 | A S K  F O R  P H I L I P P E  O R  S É B A S T I E N1 800 567-3789 | info@odem.ca | odem.ca

O D E M  I N T E R N AT I O N A L

Y O U R  P A R T N E R  IN SALES
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Provincial Apiarist Report

Derek Micholson

	With a few months now under my belt in the Provincial Apiarist chair, I must say I have a newfound 
appreciation for all the work Rhéal did as PA. With no overlap between our appointments, I have also 

appreciated all the notes he left me, and other preparations he made to make the transition as smooth as 

possible. I think I’m only bugging him with questions every second day now… 

I am looking forward to the upcoming convention in February and seeing many of  you in person again. It seems 

like it will be one not to miss, with lots of  great speakers lined up and a fun banquet planned. I am personally looking 

forward to the talk from Veto-Pharma as one of  the biggest issues lately has been the topic of  emerging resistance to amitraz 

(active ingredient in Apivar). Resistance testing efforts have increased across the country as of  late, particularly by the tech 

transfer teams, with many provinces observing a range of  efficacy in the colonies tested. While there is still some 

disagreement over where the “resistance” line is, what is clear is that some “diminished efficacy” of  Apivar is occurring in 

many colonies in Canada. This again highlights the importance of  using Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices to 

control varroa, most importantly not relying on the same control product from season to season. The talk from GreenLight 

Biosciences at the convention will also provide a look at where the development and registration of  their new varroa control 

product is at. 

Below are some of  the beekeeping statistics for Manitoba for the past year. 

 Winter Mortality Statistics: 

											 As previously reported in the summer 2022 issue by Rhéal, 
Manitoba experienced one of  the highest losses in recent history last 

winter, with the average percent mortality in operations with 50 or more 

colonies reported to be 57.2%—which is nothing short of  a disaster. 

Figure 1 below shows the losses in Manitoba from 2010-2022 with a 2-

year moving average trend line. Manitoba’s fairly stable mortality levels 

have been challenged dramatically and I sincerely hope things stabilize 

again quickly. 
Figure 1. Percent Honey Bee Colony Mortality in 

Manitoba (2010-2022) 

Manitoba wasn’t the only province hit hard last year though. Most 

provinces across Canada experienced high winter mortality, with the 

Canadian Association of  Professional Apiculturists Statement on Honey 

Bee Wintering Losses in Canada reporting a national average of  45.5%—

almost twice the average of  annual losses reported from 2007-2021 

(25.8%). Last year, however, Manitoba unfortunately broke its five-year 

streak of  being consistently below the national average, and had the 

highest reported losses in the country. The long, hot, and dry 2021 

season, high varroa levels, and poor spring weather in 2022 being the 

biggest factors. 
Figure 2. Percent Honey Bee Colony Mortality in 

Manitoba and Canada (2010-2022) Beekeeper & Colony Statistics: 

            With the high winter losses, many beekeepers in Manitoba lost all their hives. Some have stated they will be getting 

hives again ASAP (if  they did not already do so in 2022) and have remained as active beekeepers; however, others have 

opted out of  beekeeping altogether or have chosen to retire. Additionally, the growth in the number of  new beekeepers 

had previously already been reaching a plateau, and the recent drop has brought the total number of  active beekeepers in 

Manitoba down to a current total of  905. 

9
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Similarly, the number of  colonies in Manitoba has dropped significantly. While an estimated 

57% of  colonies were lost last season, beekeepers were of  course able to recoup much of  those 

losses through splitting and purchasing colonies and/or packages last season. On the whole, 

2022 was much more of  a re-building year than a big honey production year. While the estimate 

of  the number of  colonies in the province will never be perfectly accurate, the best calculation 

of  where things sit now—based on adjustments made to the database through inspection 

program data and the 2022 Honey Bee and Honey Production Survey—puts the number of  colonies 

in Manitoba at just under 104,000. 

Honey Bee Inspection Program Statistics: 

The 2022 season was the second year of  the 2-year contract with the inspection 

service contractor DLJ Consulting. This past season also proved challenging for inspections as 

the high winter losses made it tough for the inspectors to find enough colonies. Many of  the 

beekeepers on their inspection priority list had either lost everything or their total colony 

numbers had been severely reduced, meaning they inspected fewer colonies per operation. 

Additionally, many inspection appointments ended up canceled due to poor weather. As a result, 

138 beekeepers and 3072 colonies were inspected which was still a good number but 

considerably below the target for the year of  5370 colonies. Two (2) positive cases of  AFB and 

one (1) positive case of  EFB were confirmed through the inspection program and the 

Veterinary Diagnostics Services (VDS) Lab this season. One additional positive case of  AFB 

was confirmed late in the season via a producer-submitted sample to VDS, which will be 

followed up on with an inspection next season and managed accordingly. 

Honey	Produc3on	Sta3s3cs:	

The 2022 Honey Bee and Honey Production Survey was again completed primarily 

through an online eForm. Participation was very good with 167 beekeepers contributing. Colony 

number representation in the dataset was also very good with close to 60,000 colonies reflected 

in the data. The high winter losses also impacted honey production as more effort was put into 

building back colony numbers resulting in less resources available for honey production. Average 

yield per colony was calculated to be about 149 lbs, which is well below the long-term 170 lbs/

colony average. Total honey production for Manitoba was about 15.5M lbs, which is also below 

the usual 18-20M lbs in recent years). However, with the high price of  honey (early bulk prices 

estimated at about $3.05/lb), Manitoba’s (bulk) honey crop is valued at about $47.2M. A survey 

of  honey prices is scheduled to be completed in February 2023, at which time estimated honey 

prices and total production values will be updated. 

An additional issue stemming from the high winter loss was that many beekeepers 

reported having more problems with wax moth due to more equipment remaining unused in 

storage. A request from the MBA to the CAPA-IPM committee was put forth to explore 

registration of  Certan, a Bt-based wax moth control product. A CAPA subcommittee was 

formed to work on compiling an application for Canadian registration of  the product in 

conjunction with the manufacturer. 

Figure 4. Number of  Honey Bee Colonies in 

Manitoba (2010-2022) 

Figure 3. Number of  Active Beekeepers in 

Manitoba (2010-2022) 

Figure 5. Number of  Colonies Inspected and 

Percentage of  Colonies Inspected in Manitoba 

(2010-2022) 

Figure 6. Annual Honey Production and 

Colony Yield in Manitoba (2010-2022) 
Derek	Micholson	
Provincial	Apiarist	
Manitoba	Agriculture	
Office:	(204)	945-4825	
Cell:	(204)	791-0124	
Email:	Derek.Micholson@gov.mb.ca	 10

mailto:Derek.Micholson@gov.mb.ca
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Nature’s Taste is a brand of high quality hand-crafted, 
Canadian-made beekeeping supplies brought to you 
directly from our country farms. 

888.923.9813 x201

We’re located in 
Grey County, Ontario

naturestastecanada.com
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Bee Keeping
Frames &
Foundations

MADE IN
CANADA!

Canacell crafts quality wooden bee hive 
frames and plastic replacement sheets for 
both hobbyists and resellers. Buy in bulk 
from Canadian craftsmen, with the 
assurance that you are getting both value 
and quality in the bargain.

Bee Hive 
Feeders 

Snap-in
Foundations

www.canacell.ca   |   sales@canacell.ca   |   519-589-2360  |   Priceville, Ont 

Our product is unique because it is made in Canada, 
and uses bee wax coating from Canadian bee hives. 
Each is crafted locally with locally-sourced products.
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Swarms	,	Swarms!!

Top Quality Products  
for Beekeepers
 Foundation

  Queen Rearing Supplies

  Beekeepers Apparel  
& Tools

 Hive Equipment

 Mite Controls

  Honey  
Containers

  Extracting Equipment

 Medications

  Packaged Bees & Queens

Manitoba Cooperative Honey Producers Limited 
625 Roseberry Street, Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0T4 204.783.2240

www.beemaid.com

BeeMaidBeeStore.comShop online 

Order Desk 1-866-783-2240 ext. 228
Tracey Johnston 1-204-783-2240 ext. 229 | tjohnston@beemaid.com
Jeff Richards 1-204-783-2240 ext. 267 | jrichards@beemaid.com
Alvin Catalan 1-204-783-2240 ext. 244 | acatalan@beemaid.com

Proudly Owned by Canadian Beekeepers

We can handle your sugar 
requirements. Dry or liquid – 

small lots or trailer loads. 

Bee Maid buys light  
and dark beeswax at 
competitive prices.
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Rhéal Lafreniere

          2023 MBA AGM,Convention and Trade 
Show!!

	Keynote	Speakers	:	

*	Kaira Wagoner, Ph.D. 
Research Scientist 
Biology Department 
University of North Carolina 

 *	Dr. Lewis Bartlett 
Center for the Ecology of Infectious Diseases 
University of Georgia

*	Dr. Steve Pernal, Officer-in-Charge and  Program 
Lead of Canada’s Federal Apiculture Research 
Program,  Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, 
Beaverlodge, Alberta 

* Dr. Medhat Nasr, Saskatchewan Tech Transfer 
Program

		

February	23-25,	2023	
Hilton	Hotel	
Winnipeg.	

* Dr Rob Currie, Charu Sharma and Sara LaValley, University of Manitoba

* Brian Manley, Greenlight BioSciences, Boston MA

* Amber Leach, Veto-Pharma, Colorado

* Lloyd Harris, Manitoba

* Derek Micholson, Manitoba Agriculture

•The Friday night banquet will be a Tribute to Rhéal Lafrenières career!!

	The	Trade	show	with	vendors	from	across	Canada	and	the	United	States.	

	A	silent	aucWon	with	proceeds	benefiYng	the	Barry	Fingler	Memorial	Fund.	

•A special Thursday night seminar is planned for a 
discussion on Business Risk Management for Beekeepers’ 

Updates		and	Agenda	on																																																											www.manitobabee.org
ConvenWon
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ELEVATE YOUR QUEEN GAME 
WITH OHB SASKATRAZ™

OHB IS THE ONLY CERTIFIED PRODUCERS OF OHB IS THE ONLY CERTIFIED PRODUCERS OF 
THE SASKATRAZ™ HYBRID QUEEN IN THE U.S.THE SASKATRAZ™ HYBRID QUEEN IN THE U.S.

CALIFORNIA/HAWAIICALIFORNIA/HAWAII
530. 865. 0298530. 865. 0298
TOLL FREETOLL FREE
877. 865. 0298877. 865. 0298

SUMMER QUEENS AVAILABLE NOW!

Italian • Saskatraz™ • Carniolan

Olivarez Honey Bees, Saskatraz™   OHBEES.COMOHBEESHQ

The Saskatraz™ Program was established
with diverse genetics to enrich sustainable economic traits such as:
Honey Production • Tolerance to Varroa Mites • Overwintering

Gentle Temperament • Economic Sustainability

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andermatt Canada Inc. • www.andermattcanada.com • sales@andermattcanada.ca • Telephone: 506-444-5690

The Source for Varroa Mite Control Products
ANDERMATT CANADA PROVIDES BEEKEEPERS WITH PROVEN TOOLS TO 
MANAGE VARROA MITE WITH A COMPLETE PROGRAM APPROACH USING 
NATURAL PRODUCTS WHILE PROTECTING YOUR BEES FROM THIS INVASIVE PEST.

•  Sourced from a naturally occurring plant extract
•  No proven resistance by varroa mite
•  Demonstrated high rate of efficacy when applied

by label directions
•  Long Acting
THYMOVAR is also approved by ECO CERT 
as an ORGANIC input.

VARROX Vaporizer
•  Original design for

oxalic acid vaporization
• Sturdy for long-life

FAM Dispenser
•  Sturdy construction for

multiple years life
•  Regulates vaporization

of formic acid in hive
•  Easy to apply
•  Developed by Swiss Bee Institute

LIEBEG Dispenser
•  Provides ability to

monitor quantity of
formic acid used

•  Paper wicks to manage
application rate

•  Application based on Hive volume
•  Developed by Swiss Bee Institute

NEW VARROX EDDY Vaporizer
•  Re-chargeable Lithium

battery operation
•  Simple to use with

automatic cycle
•  Operator safety – no

need to stand by & watch
•  Easy to transport in a compact carrying case

THYMOVAR – “Gentle on Queens”

TOOLS FOR OXALIC ACID VAPORIZATION TOOLS FOR FORMIC ACID APPLICATION
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Canadian Honey Council 
Winter  Report

I hope everyone has had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I hope to see you all at our Convention and AGM in 
February. 

BASF is working with Japanese regulators to set a Default MRL for Quinclorac in honey. Most of  the honey samples 
submitted this year for testing in hopes to be sold to Japan failed due to having Quinclorac levels higher than the 
allowable amount. Although this issue has been widespread in honey submitted across the prairies it is not universal. 
There are regional areas in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta that showed almost zero detectable quinclorac in the 
Honey, it is presumed that in those regions farmers have been using different herbicide practices. 

Some beekeepers have been reporting slow processing times on their LMIA’s for Temporary Foreign Workers, 
it is advised that you submit your applications as soon as possible if  you are planning on hiring Temporary 
Foreign Workers for this season. 

Osee Podolsky

As finance chair, I’d like to report a few comments on the financial affairs of  our organization.  First off, 

thank you Nadine Lecocq and Daryl Wright for the admirable job with the management of  our finances 

and the Association business.  The added responsibility to manage the financial and business affairs of  the 

KRTP has been handled in the professional manner as you will see in the books.   

To date, it has been reported that the association will come in on budget by approximately $300.  This will be the final year of  research 

support towards Dr. Rob Currie’s Oxalic and C02 work as his which will free up the books to take on other research opportunities.  It has 

been suggested that we be conservative on our expected dues this year which will depend on the capability of  members to pay fees.  

 Also, to note, the KRTP books have stayed within its spending plans.  We have needed to adjust operations due to loosing Derek to the 

Provincial Apiarist’s position which had saved his salary but in alternatively put strain on the cash flow with the added 2 part time salaries to 

complete the year.  Overall cash flow was a problem at year end when the MBA funds are normally low as the budget is used up but relieved 
with the ability to access CAP funding advances.     	

2022 Finance Report

Business Risk Management Seminar 

Thursday	February	23	at	7	pm																																																																																																																																																																															
Hilton	Airport	Hotel	and	Suites		

As part of  the annual Convention and AGM, we are providing you with an opportunity to learn more about the Business 
Risk Management programs that are available.                                                                                                                                                    
This seminar will have representatives from Manitoba Agriculture and Manitoba Agricultural Services Corporation who will 
speak on the programs that are available to Farms and Beekeepers. MASC will discuss a new insurance program for farms 
and beekeepers that is being developed.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
There will be ample time for questions on these programs.                                                                                                                                 
If  you have wanted to know more information about these programs, now is your chance! 
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Prairie Sun 
Beeswax

Ted & Joanna, Jordan & Emily Turnbull
Elgin, Manitoba

For delivery & pricing call
204-769-2118 
204-741-0703

www.prairiesunbeeswax.com

Wax Rendering & Sales
Wax rendering of cappings, frames and slum.

Cash paid for finished blocks.

 

          

          5 Frame Honey Bee Nucs in a Jester EZ Nuc box with: 

• An established and laying queen with bees to cover brood. 
• 3 frames with brood to equal a minimum of 2 full frames of  

     brood. 
• 1 frame with feed and 1 frame for growth. 

 

www.westmanhoneybeeproducers.ca 
 

 

Phone 204-728-9129 or text 204-720-1660 
 

2022 Pricing 

1-9 @ $245/nuc 

10-39 @ $243/nuc 

40-99 @ $241/nuc 

100-149 @ $238/nuc 

150-200+ @ $235/nuc 

ORDER TODAY!! 

NEW FOR 2022!!

ORDER 10+ Nucs TODAY and pay your deposit with a 
postdated cheque for Jan 1, 2022!  

***Deposit refundable up to March 1, 2022*** 
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NOD APIARY PRODUCTS
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Red River Apiarist Association

Marg Smith

Website	:	www.rraa.ca

Winter 2023 Report from RRAA to MBA 

As I write this, my last report from the RRAA to the MBA Newsletter, I feel such a mixture of  feelings. On the one 
hand, after all this time, I feel sad that it is the end of  my term, but on the other, there is a feeling of  satisfaction.  
You will see my successor’s name in the list of  those elected at last night’s meeting (January 10th). I know he will work 
hard to be a good liaison between the two groups. Thanks to those of  you who have taken time to speak to me over 
the years about my writings. It has been an honor to be in this position.  Rob and I will be retiring from Beekeeping 
this Spring and selling, moving to our new home in Winnipeg.  After 45 years in the business, it is time, but it’s also 
been a blast!  We will remain in touch with the beekeeping world as members of  the RRAA, as mentors and working 
with Agriculture in the Classroom. 

  

Here is the 2023 Red River Apiarists’ Association Executive:  

President:   Brad Hogg 

1st Vice President:  Tim Kennedy 

2nd Vice President: John Russell Badiuk 

Secretary: Wanita Dueck 

Treasurer: Laura Wiens 

Liaison for MBA:  Sheldon Reimer 

Newsletter: Robert Young 

Website and Admin of  Sound: Lucas Gordon 

That’s it from me. Take care, keep well and safe and have a BEEautiful rest of  the Winter.      

Marg: “The Bee Lady” 

Winter  Report
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22-03-27 

 EXECUTIVE AND DIRECTORS LIST 2022 
 MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION  
 
EXECUTIVE 
 
Chairperson: Ian Steppler 

(2024) 
 Box 7 Miami MB 
R0G 1H0 stepplerfarms@hotmail.com 

204 435-2491 

Vice-Chair: Mike Grysiuk 
(2025) 

2 Kuharski Street, Neepawa, Mb, R0J1H0 
mgrysiuk@mymts.net 

204 899 -9250 

CHC Director: 
         

Osee Podolsky 
(2023) 

Box 1 Ethelbert  MB 
R0L 0T0 osee@podolskihoneyfarms.com  

204-647-2265 

KAP Delegate: 
         

Paul Gregory 
(2023) 

Box328   Fisher Branch R0C 0Z0     
paul@interlakeforageseeds.com              

204 372-6920 

 
 
DIRECTORS 
 
 
Marg Smith 
(2025) 

1051 Porcher Road, St 
Andrews, MB. R1A 3N4    

margshoney@gmail.com   431 337-5479 

Adam Lewis 
(2024) 

Box 316, Austin, MB 
R0H 0C0 

lfarms@mts.net  204-637-2277 

Brad Hogg 
(2023) 

Box 16, Libau, MB.  
R0E 1C0 

brad@faithapiaries.ca 204 232-5180 

Becky Lane 
(2024) 

Suite 114.100 - 1300 18th 
Street 
Brandon, MB R7A 6X7 

beckylanebl@gmail.com  204 720-1660 

 
  
Directors Terms are until the AGM of the year indicated 
 
NON-VOTING APPOINTEES 
 
Secretary: Daryl Wright 326 Belvidere St, Winnipeg, R3J 2H3 

d.l.wright@shaw.ca     
204 229-9343 

Treasurer:   Nadine Lecocq Box 48123 Lakewood P.O. 
Winnipeg, MB   R2J 4A3 
nlmba@outlook.com  

 

RRAA Rep. Marg Smith 1051 Porcher Road, St Andrews, R1A 
3N4  margshoney@gmail.com  

431 337-5479 

BABA Rep. vacant   
          
 
PROVINCIAL APICULTURE OFFICE:  
 
545 University Cres. Winnipeg, MB, R3T 5S6                 204 945-4327 (FAX) 
 
Provincial 
Apiarist 

Rhéal Lafrenière 
 

rheal.lafreniere@gov.mb.ca 
 

204 945-4825 
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Interlake Honey Producers LTD P0 Box 328, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0 has the following positions: 
Apiary Technician    5 Positions Available 

Required for the 2023 honey season.   
Seasonal, full time, days, evenings and some Saturdays. Work is mostly outdoors, so must be able to work under hot conditions.  The job starts 
April 1st – July 1st.  End Date: Sept 10th – October 31st.  Wages: $14.00-$17.00/hour .  Minimum 2 years experience preferred.  Performance and/
or production bonus may be available.  
 Duties include but not limited to, feed and care for honey bees, replacement of  hives and production of  nucs, moving hives, supering hives, detect 
and report hive health and apply correct disease cures and/or controls, keep field and/or production records, harvest honey, working on extracting 
line, cleaning extracting equipment and honey house, raise queens, assemble and maintenance of  bee equipment, drive and maintain vehicles, other 
duties as assigned.  Work is very physically demanding, with long days and heavy lifting.  The job is located 2 hours north of  Winnipeg in the RM 
of  Fisher NE 33-23-1W in Fisher Branch, MB.  Send resume by mail to Box 328 Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0 or email anita@ifsltd.ca  
  

HARLTON APIARIES has 4 Seasonal positions available for the 2023 Season 
4 Apiary Workers (NOC 8431) for March or April to end of  October 2023  
Wages $14.25 - $16.00 per hour depending on experience. 1-2 years experience preferred.  Operating a forklift is an asset. A valid driver’s license 
and the ability to speak English is an asset.  Duties include assisting with feeding, bee hive maintenance and treatments, moving hives, harvesting 
and extracting honey, and winter preparation and some building of  new hive equipment. 
Contact Irwin or Joan Harlton, Harlton Apiaries 
Box 644 Souris (MB) R0K 2C0 204-483-2382	
Or email: harltonapiaries@mymts.net	

CLASSIFIEDS/EMPLOYMENT

Hawthorn Ridge Ltd  has the following seasonal employment opportunities for the 2023 honey season.                                                   
Apiary Technician: 4 positions available 

Duties include but not limited to, feed and care for honey bee colonies, assist in the production of  nucs and replacement hives, detect and report 
hive health issues and apply appropriate cures/controls, moving hives, supering hives, drive and maintain vehicles, harvest honey and work on 
extracting line, operate and maintain apiary equipment, assembly and maintenance of  bee equipment, bee yard maintenance, keep field and/or 
production records, and other duties as assigned.  Seasonal, fulltime, with some weekend and evening hours required. Work is physically 
demanding and often in very hot conditions.                                                                                                                                                                                  
Start Date: April 1 – July 1 , End Date: September 1 – November 1.                                                                                                                             
Wages: $14.00-$17.00/hour. Minimum 2 years commercial beekeeping experience preferred. The job is located 1 hour south of  Winnipeg in the 
RM of  DeSalaberry NW 27-4-5E in Grunthal, MB. 

Apply by sending resume to Hawthorn Ridge Ltd, Box 623, Grunthal, MB R0A 0R0 or email hawthornridgeltd@gmail.com. 

Classified Ads information	
Advertisements that are usually short (i.e. typically 30-50 word, single entry) miscellaneous TEXT ONLY ads (i.e. sell/want 
equipment, bees, books, honey, etc) and placed in the Classified section near the back pages of  the newsletter, or on web site page, 
are free to members and are $10/issue, for non members. DISPLAY ADS	

Advertisements that are multiple entries per advertiser (i.e. Employment for more than one category of  worker), or longer than 
50-100 words of  text, and/or include photo, logo, sketch, diagram, etc. are subject to the following charges:                    	

Business card size $30, Quarter page $75, Half  page $150 ,Full page $300	
Display ad bonus 25% discount for 4 issues when paid in full, in advance! Contact Dan Lecocq 	

email: dnlecocq@shaw.ca , cell 204-797-3322 for details	

mailto:harltonapiaries@mymts.net
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For Sale: Spring quad wraps with Reflectix insulation for 
sale. 
Fits snuggly over 4 colonies or can custom sew to your 
dimension pricing: single high is $20 – double is $25. 
Quad style winter wraps for sale; single high $45 / double 
high are $55. Contact Interlake Forage Seeds Ltd at (204) 
372-6920 or (800)-990-1390. 

For Sale: 2 - 300 gallon s.s.honey tanks (milk) on stand with 3" 
couplers: $1250.00, 200 gallon s.s honey(milk) tank, original drain 
opening: $300.00,  600 honey super drip pallets with airflow 
ventilation ability: $15/each. Contact Chris at 1-204-872-2398 
or email:pilotman1977@gmail.com 

APIARY HARVESTER 
Duties: 
• Supering hives 
• Harvesting honey 
• Cleaning honey extraction & 
storage equipment 
• Honey extraction 
• Barrel moving, preparation, 
filling & storage 
• Manufacture, assemble, 
maintain hive equipment 
• Bee yard maintenance 
No experience required. 
 
Start Date: 
Feb 1/2023- July 12/2023 
End Date: 
September 17/2023 - Novem-
ber 1/2023 
 
Wage: $13.60 - $15.00 upon 
experience 
Positions Available: 22 
 
 

APIARY WORKER 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Assist in the production of nucs, 
queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize & report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & maintain 
hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep limited field and/or produc-
tion records 
• 1 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required 
 
Start Date: 
Feb 1/2023 - April 12/2023 
End Date: November 1/2023 
 
Wage: $14.50 - $16.50 upon experi-
ence 
Positions Available: 12 
 
 

APIARY TECHNICIAN 
Duties: 
• Handle, feed, and care for honey 
colonies 
• Co-ordinate in the production of 
nucs, queens, or replacement hives 
• Recognize and report hive health 
issues & apply appropriate cures/
controls 
• Move hives 
• Drive and maintain vehicles 
• Collect and package honey, bees-
wax 
• Bee yard maintenance 
• Manufacture, assemble & main-
tain hive equipment 
• Operate & maintain other apiary 
related equipment 
• Keep field and/or production 
records 
• Interact with external farm per-
sonnel 
• 2 year previous commercial 
beekeeping experience required. 
- May require travel to Kelowna, 
BC area 
- May supervise employees, very 
limited 
 
Start Date: 
February 1/2023 – April  12/2023 
End Date: November 1/2023 
 
Wage: $16.38 - $19.00 upon expe-
rience 
Positions Available: 7 

ASH APIARIES LTD. 
Box 297   Gilbert Plains, Manitoba   R0L 0X0 

Has the following seasonal employment opportunities 

Apply by sending resume to: 
Ash Apiaries Ltd 
c/o Bryan Ash 

Box 297 
Gilbert Plains, MB 

R0L 0X0 
Fax (204) 548-2112 

Phone (204) 548-2036 
email:  info@ashapiaries.com 

Or in person  
www.ashapiaries.com 

 
 

For Sale: Single brood hives available end of  May. Honey Super with 
9-frames. Call or email Ron @Loe-Bee Honey Farms 
(204)381-4529  
rtloewen@hotmail.com

  Miel Labonte Inc
A honey of a day!

HONEY WANTED

530, rang Nault, Victoriaville
Quebec,Canada
G6P 7R5
Tel:  (819) 758-3877
Fax: ( 819) 758-9386
jm.labonteinc.com 

For Sale: 2 ProVap Oxalic acid vaporizers, One vaporizer used 
once on 16 hives, the other one not used. Asking $500 each, 
Contact Irwin Halton, call 1-204-570-2867

mailto:rtloewen@hotmail.com
mailto:email%3Apilotman1977@gmail.com
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Zoom Snow Plow 
and Sand/salt 
spreader

Beehive Mover

Mulcher CR 1400

Rotary Harrow

Get a hive that will help 
you care for yours. 
Avant’s extensive product line of compact 
loaders and more than 200 attachments 
are designed to easily access pollination 
sites, load and transport bee hives 
efficiently and safely. 

Contact Us
Hepburn Enterprises
7945 Wilkes Ave
Headingley, Manitoba
204-889-3392
brock@hepburnenterprises.com
heburnenterprises.avantdealers.com
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The New 
oxytet formulation 

for bees from   
Vita BeeHealth 

Canada  
is now available 

from your 
veterinarian.

It is vitally important to detect 
EFB and AFB as early as possible 
in order to prevent its further 
spread to healthy colonies.

Vita’s two quick and effective 
diagnostic kits, developed with 
Central Science Laboratory 
enable every beekeeper and 
veterinarian to test for the 
presence of EFB or AFB in bee 
colonies.

Vita Diagnostic kits  
for the early detection 
of European Foulbrood 
& American Foulbrood

NEW FORMULA From Vita Bee Health

TO PREVENT NOSEMA  
IN HONEY BEES

FUMAGILIN- B

Effective against Nosema apis and N. ceranae

vitabeehealth.comwww healthybeeguide.com  vitabeehealth @vitabeehealth780-676-0239

Available as 100g  sachets for  
small holdings or 400g tubs and  

10kg pails for commercial use.


