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MISSION:  The Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
provides the voice for beekeepers working toward a 
sustainable and profitable honey bee industry 
through education, research and lobbying. 

Contact information for the MBA Executive and 
Directors is available under the ‘directors’ link 
inside this issue. 

PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO, Winnipeg, MB,  
R2J 4A3                                                                        

Facebook: @ManitobaBeekeepersAssociation 

    Website : manitobabee.org

NORTHWESTERN POLYTECHNIC
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PUBLIC NOTICE
INSECTICIDE USE PROGRAM FOR 202Ǘ
The City of Winnipeg’s Insect Control Branch is involved in 
the control of nuisance and disease carrying mosquitoes in 
the City of Winnipeg and up to 8 km beyond. 

Some of the control methodologies that are employed 
will involve the use of Deltamethrin®. However, to protect 
bees from potential toxic effects of this control product, a 
90 metre pesticide free radius will be provided around all 
registered honeybee and leafcutter bee colonies within City 
limits (300 metre radius for colonies outside City limits). 
Beekeepers are encouraged to participate in this program 
by advising the Insect Control Branch of bee locations.

For further information, please call 311 or write to the 
Insect Control Branch, 3 Grey St., Winnipeg, MB, R2L 1V2. 
An appointment can be arranged with Insect Control staff 
to properly map beehive locations, ensuring appropriate 
buffer zones around your colonies.

Public Works 
Travaux publics

Prairie Sun 
Beeswax

Ted & Joanna, Jordan & Emily Turnbull
Elgin, Manitoba

For delivery & pricing call
204-769-2118 
204-741-0703

www.prairiesunbeeswax.com

Wax Rendering & Sales
Wax rendering of cappings, frames and slum.

Cash paid for finished blocks.

mailto:dnlecocq@shaw.ca
http://manitobabee.org
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It is vitally important to detect 
EFB and AFB as early as possible 
in order to prevent its further 
spread to healthy colonies.

Vita’s two quick and effective 
diagnostic kits, developed with 
Central Science Laboratory 
enable every beekeeper and 
veterinarian to test for the 
presence of EFB or AFB in bee 
colonies.

Vita Diagnostic kits  
for the early detection 
of European Foulbrood 
& American Foulbrood

NEW FORMULA From Vita Bee Health

TO PREVENT NOSEMA  
IN HONEY BEES

FUMAGILIN- B

Effective against Nosema apis and N. ceranae

vitabeehealth.comwww healthybeeguide.com  vitabeehealth @vitabeehealth780-676-0239

The New oxytet  
formulation for 
bees from Vita 

BeeHealth Canada  
is now available from 

your veterinarian.

PRODUCT  WDDC
CODES

VITA BEE OXYTET 62.5 10kg 140997 127978 5262020

VITA BEE OXYTET 62.5 400g 140996 127977 5262010

VITA BEE OXYTET 62.5 100g 140995 127976 5262000

VITA BEE FUMAGILIN - B POWDER 24g 141023 - 5262100

VITA BEE FUMAGILIN - B POWDER 96g 141024 - 5262105

VITA BEE FUMAGILIN - B POWDER 454g 141025 - 5262110

VITA BEE AFB DIAGNOSTIC KIT 141026 - 5262115

VITA BEE EFB DIAGNOSTIC KIT 141027 - 5262120

Available 
as 100g  
sachets 
for small 
holdings or 
400g tubs 
and 10kg 
pails for 
commercial 
use.

CDMV
CODES

VP
CODES
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Ian Steppler
   Chairmans’ Report 

The Board and committees have been actively engaged over the past several weeks, with a strong focus on preparedness for the 

growing threat of  Tropilaelaps mites. 

We met with the new Deputy Minister, Scott Sinclair, and Assistant Deputy Minister, Nicole Gaudette, to introduce our 

association and clearly outline key industry concerns, particularly Tropilaelaps. We are working with the Department of  

Agriculture to better understand what response actions may be taken if  or when Tropilaelaps arrives in Canada. These 

discussions are also taking place nationally to ensure proper planning is in place, not only to limit potential spread, but to protect 

beekeepers during the critical early stages of  containment. 

A recent CHC Tropilaelaps Committee meeting was held with senior CFIA advisors to review surveillance protocols in exporting 

countries and Canada’s approach to preventing Tropilaelaps from entering through imported packages. CFIA has issued 

questionnaires to exporting countries to gather further information on the preventative measures being taken to reduce risk and 

has also communicated to the CBSA the seriousness of  following protocols when dealing with swarms on ocean freight. 

As a provincial association, we need clear direction from our membership so we can communicate expectations to CHC. This 

includes positions on potential trade restrictions, quarantine measures, and compensation. 

At present, provinces are not aligned: 

• BC is calling for stronger risk assessments 

• Alberta supports shutting down imports 

• Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, and Eastern provinces are 

undecided and/or have not yet provided a position 

In January, as a member of  the CHC Tropilaelaps Committee, I will host a Presidents’ meeting with associations from across the 

country to work through these differences and identify common ground. 

This issue cannot be taken lightly. The potential damage Tropilaelaps could cause to our industry would be catastrophic. This risk 

must be weighed against the reality that 45,000–50,000 package bees were imported into Canada last year to support stock 

replacement, at a time when annual colony losses across Canada have exceeded 30% for the past five years. 

While I have a clear personal view on this issue, it is essential that our membership fully discuss and debate it before any 

decisions are made. We will provide that forum at our upcoming AGM on March 6. 

4
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As the beekeeping season draws to a close, 
colonies across the region are settling into their 

winter clusters.  
Most apiaries reported moderate to strong colony 

populations going into winter. Late autumn nectar flows were variable this year, with some areas 
benefiting from wildflower blooms, while others experienced early frosts that curtailed foraging. 

Beekeepers in cooler zones noted the importance of timely feeding to compensate for limited 
natural stores. 

Varroa management remained a key focus throughout late autumn. Many members successfully 
applied final treatments after honey supers were removed, reporting good mite drop results. 

Continued monitoring over winter is encouraged, as low mite loads going into spring significantly 
improve colony survival and productivity. 

Winter losses cannot yet be fully assessed, but early indications suggest survival rates may be 
better than last year.  

Looking ahead, equipment maintenance, and planning for spring expansion will keep many 
beekeepers occupied during the off-season. 

  
Happy New Year everyone!!! 

Nazariy Dyakiv 

Brandon Beekeepers’ 
Association

                                                                                      
Hi all, 
  
Hope everyone is enjoying the snow and mild temps ! Our family being  XC skiers and ice fishers  are taking advantage of  this 
mild spell… 
  
Anyway, our outside colonies benefit from the thick insulating layer of  snow . It seemed the warm temperatures from previous 
winters left a layer of  ice on the colonies causing undue stress in past winters  so this extra snow is a bonus this season. 
  
The one interesting observation my son Campbell and I, had this fall, was how the home grown queens did so much better 
handling the mites and their associated viral load than the stock that came from Europe! We saw some dramatic bee population 
loss in October of  imported queen led colonies compared to our own stock. All treatments were started 
in late August and mite levels came down after that, but the viral levels may have been still elevated 
( educated guess ) . 
Possibly ,the breeders over there are dealing with different variants or strains of  viruses than we have 
here and the queens genetics ( or their microbiome in their gut) cannot handle local virus strains. The 
viruses may be the same species / type but a different strain. 
One more reason to raise your own breeding stock .. 
Would be great to hear what other guys are seeing in their own operations. 
Looking forward to visiting with all the  beekeepers at the AGM . 
  
Cheers, 
Paul Gregory 

 InterlakeWinter Report
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BEAT THE BANK  
WITH A CASH ADVANCE  
FROM MANITOBA CROP ALLIANCE!
Get up to $100,000 interest free!
Low interest rates, knowledgeable staff, fast service.

Visit mcacashadvance.ca to get started.

Up to  

$500k  interest-free on  CANOLA  only!
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W E  B U Y  H O N E Y  &  W A X
 | A S K  F O R  P H I L I P P E  O R  S É B A S T I E N1 800 567-3789 | info@odem.ca | odem.ca

O D E M  I N T E R N AT I O N A L

Y O U R  P A R T N E R  IN SALES

1 800 567-3789 | info@odem.ca | odem.ca | ASK FOR PHILIPPE, SÉBASTIEN OR JOSHUA  

mailto:info@odem.ca
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Provincial Apiarist Report              
Derek Micholson

This is a bit of a brief report from me this time around as I prepare to attend BeeTech.

To follow up on my fall report, the final honey production statistic for Manitoba, based on the annual 
production survey, was 150.4 lbs / colony—significantly below Manitoba’s long-term provincial 
average of ~168 lbs.  Production varied across MB regions as follows: Northwest: 174.9 lbs; 
Southwest: 135.9 lbs; Central: 136.0 lbs; Eastern: 168.8 lbs; Interlake: 109.7 lbs; Winnipeg 
Region: 108.5 lbs.

Another new miticide—Amiflex (Veto-Pharma)—was approved by PMRA and registered for use in 
Canada starting in 2026.  This brings the total number up to 3 newly approved miticides (VarroxSan 
(Vita Bee Health) and Apivar 2.0 (Veto-Pharma) were also approved in December).  Amiflex is an 
amitraz-based “flash” treatment, applied as a gel.  The labels for all registered pesticides can be 
found on Health Canada’s Pesticide Label Search website (https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-
eng.php).  I will also send the updated Honey Bee Health Treatment Guide around in the spring with 
all newly approved miticides added.  I’m still crossing my fingers for a couple more new registrations 
before spring.

Much of my time in the fall was taken up by meetings and discussions around Tropilaelaps mites. I 
plan to deliver a presentation on Tropilaelaps at the upcoming MBA Convention and look forward to a 
good discussion during the scheduled panel discussion.  I hope to see many of you there!

Derek Micholson
Provincial Apiarist
Manitoba Agriculture

https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
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University of Manitoba Honey Bee Lab   

My name is Keaira Vianzon, and I am a U of  M undergraduate student working under Dr. Nuria 

Morfin in the Honey Bee Lab. My goal is to pursue a career in veterinary medicine, and I am 

pleased to say that I will be starting the DVM program at the Western College of  Veterinary 

Medicine this upcoming fall term!  

                  This summer, I wanted to expand my work experience by joining a research lab, since academic research is an 

important aspect of  the veterinary field. I have also always been interested in learning beekeeping, as it is such a unique skill. 

When an opportunity to be involved in both research and working with bees came up at the UofM Honey Bee Lab, I was 

excited to try it!  

When I started this job, I was pleasantly surprised to learn that vets are directly involved in the beekeeping 

industry. Honey bees have a large role in One Health, contributing to environmental and agricultural health via pollination. 

Vets help support the health and population of  honey bees by prescribing antibiotics to colonies affected by American and 

European Foulbrood, which are both reportable diseases in Manitoba. The experience in honey bee handling that I gained in 

the Honey Bee Lab will be helpful to me in the future, as I hope to contribute to the health of  honey bee colonies during my 

career as a vet. 

So far, I have really enjoyed beekeeping and I’ve gained a lot of  insight and 

skills pertaining to academic research. After my time here this summer, I 

hope to continue being involved in the world of  honey bees since it’s such 

a great community and it’s lots of  fun getting to work with the bees! 

https://umanitoba.ca/research/um-honey-bee-lab

 

https://umanitoba.ca/research/um-honey-bee-lab
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INTERLAKE  REPORT

CALL FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS 

Bee Maid Honey Limited is accepting applications for research projects in apiculture, 
hive health, and honey production in Canada, including initiatives that advance honey 
quality and support best practices in the Canadian beekeeping industry. Funding is 
limited to one project per year, up to a maximum of $6,000.

Proposal Procedures and Criteria Cover Page 
 Principal investigator: Name, address, phone, email, signature
 Collaborating individuals/investigators: Names, addresses, phone numbers, email

addresses and signatures
 Title of project
 Total of proposed budget for each year
 Names and signatures of relevant administrative persons, if any
 Brief summary of the objectives and potential benefits of the proposed research

Project Description 
Please describe the proposed research, in no more than four pages. The proposal should 
clearly describe the: 

• Objectives of the project
• The methods used to meet the objectives
• The economic or other benefits that will result
• Where the results might be published
• How transfer of new technology to the beekeeping industry will be accomplished.

Budget 
List the proposed annual budget for each category below for each year requested: 

• Salaries and benefits
• Equipment (non-expendables)
• Supplies (expendables)
• Travel
• Other (specify)

Describe and justify the expenses. Overhead, institutional overhead, administrative costs 
and the purchase of long term capital assets are not elibile for funding.  
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Timetable 
Please include: 
 A detailed work plan
 Specific milestones to meet the objectives of the project
 Resources and personnel available for the project
 Responsibility of each collaborator
 Location of work etc.

Matching Funding 
Projects with additional or matching funding will be preferred. 

Decribe: 
 The funding that you or your institution will contribute to the project
 List other funding for which you have applied, or will receive towards this project

Attachments 
Please attach: 
 Curriculum vitae for the principal and collaborating applicants
 Other information relevant to the proposed research (i.e. reprints of completed

relevant research, other grant applications, supporting letters, etc.)

Reporting 
7he successful applicant must provide an abstract of their results to the Bee Maid Honey 
Limited 5esearch $dministrator by 1ovember �0th of the year in Zhich the grant Zas 
aZarded. $ final report must be submitted by March ��th of the folloZing year.  For 
longer�term projects, additional time for reporting, may be approved.

Submission 
By February 16, 2026, please send your completed application via email to Shannon 
Bowden� sbowden@beemaid.com. Please note that zip files or files over 20MB will not 
go through our Spam filter. If your file sizes are larger than 20MB, please send via one 
of these file sharing services: Dropbox, WeTransfer or Google Drive.  

Your email will receive an email confirmation. Should you not receive a confirmation, 
please call Shannon at (204) 786-8977 *252. 
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KRTP Winter Update
KRTP Winter Update  
By Matthew Polinsky 
  
In December, we held our annual steering committee meeting. This meeting is guided by the MBA’s updated research priority 
list and responds to KRTP’s annual report to the steering committee. The steering committee is comprised of  a diverse set of  
stakeholders; commercial beekeepers, local researchers, industry partners, MBA board members, and MB provincial apiarist. 
Ultimately, this meeting provides oversight and centres the priorities of  the MBA membership. 

With the year just starting to slip into the rearview mirror, we can already see a few small changes coming to our activities in 
2026. 
  
2025 was a fieldwork-heavy year. We worked with KRTP colonies in our Norroa trial, built up our own apiary to put extra 
colonies into winter, and partnered with producers on three sets of  colonies for the Dalan vaccine and Varroxsan 
experiments. We also visited producers throughout spring and 
summer for breeder queen evaluations and other apiary health 
work. That added up to a lot of  hands-on bee time – and a fair bit 
of  time on the road. Altogether in 2025, that work involved 104 
KRTP colonies and 278 producer colonies for field trials, along 
with 229 breeder queen evaluations for producers.  
  
Looking ahead, we’ll be wrapping up our ongoing field projects, 
including the vaccinated queen trial (Dalan) and the oxalic acid 
glycerin winter treatment experiment (Varroxsan), both of  which 
carry into 2026. Results from our 2025 Norroa trial will be 
presented at the convention. We saw similar results to our 2024 trial 
(results on our YouTube), but with a few new lessons learned on 
application timing, trade-offs in comparison to other miticides, and 
prospects of  integrating Norroa into fall management.  
  
This year we’re planning to continue hosting a few webinars, with 
the first webinar focused on oxalic acid glycerin – covering 
application methods, dosages, products, and timing for our local 
conditions, with invited guest speakers. Though no dates are confirmed yet. There are also plans to run an in-person, hands-
on IPM day, support the MBA’s field day, and ideas of  a Winnipeg-area mini field day have been floated. 
  
On December 30th, the KRTP wrapped up the field portion of  our winter Varroxsan experiment, with help from our co-
investigators at the University of  Saskatchewan. We handled the field work, and they’re taking care of  the lab work – counting 
more than 1,000 sticky boards, nosema samples, and analyzing the data. Final results won’t be available for some time, we’ll be 
assessing the colonies again in April, once they’re moved outdoors, and again in May. By fall or winter of  this year, we should 
have solid statistical results showing what happened over the past months – and what continues to unfold in those colonies 
over these next five months until spring.  
  
Catchup on administrative work is long road after big field season and I’d like to again acknowledge the efforts of  MBA 
treasurer Nadine Lecocq and secretary Shaun Kendrick for their assistance; and the MBA board for their ongoing support. 
Last, but not least, as we look back and forward, special thanks to KRTP 2025 staff; Amanda Turriff, Keziah Bartel, and Laura 
Wiens.  
  
Stay connected with us on Instagram, Facebook, or at manitobabee.org. 
  
KRTP Program Lead 
Matthew Polinsky 
krtpmb@gmail.com 
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Port Hope
5029 County Road 2, 

Port Hope, ON L1A 3V5
T: 905 753 2623

Manitoba 
31060 PR501 Rosewood Rd

Dufresne, MB R5K 0P2
T: 204 866 2402

By Beekeepers, 
For Beekeepers.
Dancing Bee Equipment is your one-stop shop for equipment, education 
and support. Our knowledgeable staff will point you in the right direction 
to ensure you’re getting the most out of your business, no matter the size.  

No request is too small, we are here for you!
ST U R DY WO O D E N WA R E

Q UA L I TY G L A S S WA R E
P R OT E CT I V E  C LOT H I N G 
H A RV E ST I N G  E Q U I P M E N T

H O N E Y B E E  I M P O RT I N G

dancingbeemanitoba.com    
info@dancingbeemanitoba.com

Stay up to date:

DancingBeeManitobaCanadian Owned & Operated

Dancing Bee Equipment Manitoba

A high-performance, battery-
powered oxalic acid vapourizer. 
Designed to deliver precise, fast, 
and effective hive treatments. 

It’s a game-changer for both 
hobbyists and professional 
beekeepers.

InstantVAP 
18V Cordless Vapourizer

A powerful, all-natural varroa mite 
treatment trusted by beekeepers 
worldwide for being tough on mites 
but gentle on bees.

As a European market leader in 
thymol-based treatments, it ensures 
high efficacy while supporting 
sustainable, organic beekeeping. 

ApiLife Var 
Varroa Mite Control

Bee Steward 
Protective Clothing

Made with robust cotton, an 
improved veil, and a strong metal 
zipper, this jacket is designed to 
last through long days of rugged 
beekeeping. 

Whether you want a suit or a 
jacket, vented or non-vented; we 
have everything you need.
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Announcement
 of the 

Annual General Meeting March 6th 3 pm 
At the

Best Western Plus 1751 Wellington Ave, Winnipeg MB 
(Greenwood B room).

There are three seats up for re-election this year, including one seat 
that is vacant as of the AGM. Nominations are open for all these 

seats. If you know of someone interested or if you yourself wish to 
stand for election, please reach out to any current Board member. 

This year's Convention is being held the 6th and 7th of March please see 
attached brief description on speakers as well as attached Registration form.

( AGM is free to attend for all members )
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120th MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Best Western Plus 
1751 Wellington Ave., Winnipeg Manitoba 

March 6 – March 7, 2026 

REGISTRATION FORM

Name of Registrant:    

Accompanying Spouse: 

Mailing Address: 

Telephone: (         ) E-Mail:

Registration Fees: Includes lunch tickets for Friday March 6 & Saturday 7.  Advance Registration deadline is 
February 20, 2026. Registration Forms post-marked after February 20 will be charged the Regular Registration rate. 

Advance Registration (before February 20, 2026) 
• Member: $225 

• Non-member $250 

• Member Corporation (up to 3 delegates) $450 

Regular Registration (after Feb 21, 2026) 
• Member: $250 

• Non-member: $300 

• Member Corporation (up to 3 delegates): $500 

$150  

$60/day  

Single Day Registration 

Spousal or Child (12 to 17) Daily Registration  

Banquet (Friday Night)    _ no. of Tickets $75/each 

     TOTAL  

Cheque payable to: “Manitoba Beekeepers' Association” or “MBA 

If you wish to pay by e transfer, please contact our Treasurer at nlmba@outlook.com 

Send registration form and payment to: Manitoba Beekeepers' Association 
PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO 
Winnipeg MB, R2J 4A3 
or email shaun.mbeea@gmail.com

Room Rates:  King Suite or 2 Double Beds Suite guest room rates are $1�5.00 plus taxes which includes breakfast and 
parking, only for those persons registering in advance, for the MBA Convention.  A block of rooms is available for convention 
attendees but only until )ebruar\ 5, 202�.  Reserve Rooms by calling Best Western Plus 1800 780 7234(or 204 775 9889), 
and stating your with the Manitoba Beekeepers Association or Online.  

There are a number of other Hotels in the near vicinity of the Convention (Victoria Inn, Comfort Inn, Mainstay Inn, etc). Please 
contact them directly for rooms and rates. 

nR� RI e[trDs
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The Holidays have come and gone, and we are now into 2026. 2025 feels as though it 
came out as a wash in Manitoba. the 2025 provincial honey production average was 
150.4Lbs per hive which is down approximately 20Lbs per hive from normal, although 
with provincial hive numbers cresting over 119,000 colonies the increase in hive numbers 
has offset the lower production numbers resulting in close to average gross honey 
production. 
This sounds fine and dandy, but the reality is the price of  honey has not increased the 
match the cost of  running a beekeeping operation. I’ve heard beekeeper after beekeeper singing the same 
tune “we’re just not getting enough money for our honey”. We can all argue until we’re blue in the face about US package 
bees, offshore bee imports, local self-sufficiency, queen genetics, hygienic traits, treatment regimes, Tropi-Mite, and 
overwintering strategies. We can have the best bee stock, with the best queen genetics and hygienics, the best treatment 
regimes, perfect colony management, a solution to the threat of  Tropi-Mite, the perfect overwintering strategy, and it all 
doesn’t matter if  we go broke doing it. Beekeepers are surviving on depreciation, a financial recipe for disaster, “just cut 
your expenses as touted as a solution to low honey prices, all while beekeepers have already trimmed every expense 
possible. We’re business owners not a charity. We’re here to earn a living that should match the hard work and long hours 
we put in. We don’t go out and lift 70lb honey boxes in +34 degree weather with 90% humidity for 10 hours because it’s 
fun, we do it to turn a profit. 
On average Canada produces 90 million pounds of  honey, the retail market totals around 35 million pounds of  demand 
and the industrial is around 30 million pounds, leaving a 25 million pound surplus for export on average. As of  August 31 
over 17 million pounds of  foreign honey has been imported. Wouldn’t you agree that there is a fundamental problem 
when more cheap “honey” has been imported from foreign countries into Canada than the entire province of  
Manitoba produces? All while beekeepers are sitting on honey in their warehouses, it seems nobody wants and are unable 
to sell even at these abysmally low prices? We need to work together as an industry for a solution, Canadian consumers 
should be consuming Canadian honey and Canadian honey only before all else. Especially when the too much of  the 
honey we’re competing against isn’t even honey. 

I wish everyone the best in 2026.                                                                                                                                       
Osee Podolsky 

CHC  Winter Report
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Chairperson:                         
Ian Steppler (2027)          
P.O Box 7 Miami MB, 
R0G 1H0                              
T 204 435 2491 
iansteppler@gmail.com 

EXECUTIVE AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Vice-Chairperson:                         
Paul Gregory (2026)             
P.O Box 238, Fisher Branch, 
MB, R0C 0X0                              
T 204 372 6920  
paul@interlakeforageseeds.com 

CHC Director:                         
Osee Podolsky (2026)            
P.O Box 1, Ethelbert, MB,        
R0L 0T0                                           
T 204 647 2265  
osee@podolskihoneyfarms.com 

KAP Delegate:                         
Michael Clark (2027)            
P.O Box 4, Wawanesa MB,        
R0K 0G0                                           
T 204 720 4844 
beemanitoban@yahoo.com 

Director:                                
Tom Lockhart (2025)            
P.O Box 209, Wawanesa MB,        
R0K 0G0                                           
T 204 761 4986  
tel@mymts.net 

Director:                                
Brad Hogg (2026)                  
P.O Box 16, Libau, MB,        
R0E 1C0                                          
T 204 232 5180 
brad@faithapiaries.ca 

Director:                                
Sheldon Reimer (2027)                  
Road 29E, Mitchell, MB,           
R5G 2P3                                         
T 204 381 1629 
sheldonreimer1@gmail.com 

Director:                                
Mike Grysiuk (2025)                  
2 Kuharski St., Neepawa, MB,           
R0J 1H0                                         
T 204 899 9250 
mgrysiuk@mymts.net 

Secretary:                                
Shaun Kendrick                          
P.O Box 291, Arborg, MB,        
R0C 0A0                                           
T 204 494 0480  
shaun.mbeea@gmail.com 

Treasurer:                                
Nadine Lecocq                          
P.O Box 48123, Lakewood P.O 
Winnipeg, MB, R2J 4A3                                             
nlmba@outlook.com 

Provincial Apiarist:                                
Derek Micholson                         
545 University Crescent 
Winnipeg, MB, R3T 5S6               
T 204 791 0124                     
( FAX) 204 945 4327 
derek.micholson@gov.mb.ca 

MBA COMMITTEES 2025
Convention/AGM : Ian Steppler, Brad Hogg, Laura 
Wiens, Derek Micholson, Tom Lockhart, Sheldon 
Reimer, Michael Clark and Matthew Polinsky

Resolution : Osee Podolsky, Ian Steppler,

Finance and BFMF: Ian Steppler, Paul Gregory and 
Nadine Lecocq ( Treasurer ) Shaun Kendrick ( Secretary)

CHC Director: Osee Podolsky (Mike Grysiuk) Alternate

Stock Replacement: Tom Lockhart, Mike Grysiuk

Labour: Paul Gregory, Mike Grysiuk

Workplace Safety & Transportation: Sheldon 
Reimer, Osee Podolsky

KAP Delegate: Micheal Clark

Membership Resources & Communication : Ian 
Steppler, Bradd Hogg, Paul Gregory, Matthew Polinsky

Pest & Pathogen Management : Paul Gregory, Tom 
Lockhart, Derek Micholson

Research: Sheldon Reimer, Matthew Polinsky, Ian 
Steppler, Osee Podolsky, Derek Micholson

Safety Nets: Paul Gregory Osee Podolsky

Pollinator Habitat & Sustainable Initiatives: Paul 
Gregory Micheal Clark, Brad Hogg,Ian Steppler, Derek 
Micholson
Board Development : Ian Steppler, Paul Gregory

KRTP Lead:                                                                 
Matthew Polinsky                                                                     
201 Animal Science Entomology Building 
12 Dafoe Road 
Winnipeg, MB ,R3T 2N2                                                                
T 204 698 7399                                                  
krtpmb@gmail.com 

RRAA Representative  Sheldon Reimer, Mike Gordon
BABA Representative  Nazariy Dyakiv

CBF  Representative  Tom Lockhart

mailto:krtpmb@gmail.com
mailto:beemanitoban@yahoo.com
mailto:nlmba@outlook.com
mailto:sheldonreimer1@gmail.com
mailto:osee@podolskihoneyfarms.com
mailto:shaun.mbeea@gmail.com
mailto:brad@faithapiaries.ca
mailto:iansteppler@gmail.com
mailto:paul@interlakeforageseeds.com
mailto:mgrysiuk@mymts.net
mailto:derek.micholson@gov.mb.ca
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PUBLIC NOTICE
INSECTICIDE USE PROGRAM FOR 202Ǘ
The City of Winnipeg’s Insect Control Branch is involved in 
the control of nuisance and disease carrying mosquitoes in 
the City of Winnipeg and up to 8 km beyond. 

Some of the control methodologies that are employed 
will involve the use of Deltamethrin®. However, to protect 
bees from potential toxic effects of this control product, a 
90 metre pesticide free radius will be provided around all 
registered honeybee and leafcutter bee colonies within City 
limits (300 metre radius for colonies outside City limits). 
Beekeepers are encouraged to participate in this program 
by advising the Insect Control Branch of bee locations.

For further information, please call 311 or write to the 
Insect Control Branch, 3 Grey St., Winnipeg, MB, R2L 1V2. 
An appointment can be arranged with Insect Control staff 
to properly map beehive locations, ensuring appropriate 
buffer zones around your colonies.

Public Works 
Travaux publics

Prairie Sun 
Beeswax

Ted & Joanna, Jordan & Emily Turnbull
Elgin, Manitoba

For delivery & pricing call
204-769-2118 
204-741-0703

www.prairiesunbeeswax.com

Wax Rendering & Sales
Wax rendering of cappings, frames and slum.

Cash paid for finished blocks.

16

February 14th

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR PACKAGING NEEDS!
Stay UP-TO-DATE with our new products by viewing  

our PACKAGING BROCHURE at  

www.dominiongrimm.ca
New products are ALWAYS  being added!!

jenny@dominiongrimm.ca       

1-877-676-1914
GIVE US  
A CALL!

NEW!NEW!

JARS AS SWEET JARS AS SWEET 
AS YOUR HONEY!AS YOUR HONEY!

PLASTIC  PLASTIC  
HOT HONEY  HOT HONEY  
BOTTLES!BOTTLES!

FILLEDFILLED

EMPT YEMPT Y

CLEARCLEAR

CALL FOR 
MORE INFO. 
& PRICING!



January  2026 The  Manitoba Beekeeper 

Type to enter text KEEP UP TO DATE ON THE 
BEEKEEPING INDUSTRY IN 

MANITOBA!

4

	 18

  Miel Labonte Inc
A honey of a day!

HONEY WANTED

530, rang Nault, Victoriaville
Quebec,Canada
G6P 7R5
Tel:  (819) 758-3877
Fax: ( 819) 758-9386
jm.labonteinc.com 

DISCOVER CASH ADVANCE

SOMETHING MISSING 
FROM YOUR FINANCIAL 
TOOLKIT?
ADD AN ADVANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM  
CASH ADVANCE FROM CCGA
Cover your operating expenses with a low-cost financial 
tool designed for farmers. Get more flexibility with your first 
$250,000 interest-free in 2024 and the rest below prime.

Our experienced team makes it easier.  
Call us now to apply 1-866-745-2256 or visit ccga.ca/cash

The Advance Payments Program is a federal loan 
program administered by CCGA. It offers Canadian 
farmers marketing flexibility through interest-free 
and low interest cash advances.

Beekeepers Growing Project
A project of Manitoba beekeepers

working together to address global hunger

For more information
Call Gordon Janzen: 204-478-1530
E: manitoba@foodgrainsbank.ca

foodgrainsbank.ca

Help Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
address growing global hunger 
needs.  Beekeepers are invited to 
pledge a portion their apiary 
proceeds. Donate online at 
foodgrainsbank.ca/beekeepers
or scan this QR code:

Cheques can be sent to Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, Box 767, 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 2L4  
Designate “Beekeepers GP”.

TOOLS     and      FASTENERS
1075 KEEWATIN ST,  Winnipeg, MB                

abbeyroaddistribution.ca 

PH: (204) 694-6800                                                                                   
FX (204) 697-1335                  
info@ABBEYROADDISTRIBUTION.COM

mailto:info@ABBEYROADDISTRIBUTION.COM
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Classifieds

HARLTON APIARIES has 4 Seasonal positions available 
for the 2026 Season 

4 Apiary Workers (NOC 85100) for March or April to end 
of October 2026  

Wages are $16.00 - $19.00 per hour depending on 
experience. 1-2 years’ experience preferred. 
   
Operating a forklift, a valid driver’s license and the ability 
to speak English is an asset.  Duties include Handle, feed, 
and care for honeybee colonies, assist in the production of 
nucs, splits or replacement hives, Recognize and report hive 
health issues and apply appropriate treatments, move hives, 
supering hives, Collect and package honey and beeswax, 
Bee yard maintenance, Manufacture, assemble and maintain 
hive equipment, Operate and maintain other apiary related 
equipment, Spring and Winter preparation of hives, heavy 
lifting required. 
  

Contact Irwin or Joan Harlton, Harlton Apiaries 
Box 644 Souris (MB) R0K 2C0 204-483-2382 
Or email: harltonapiaries@mymts.net 

Looking for complete extraction line in good shape.               
60 frame, but open for whatever size you have. Please 
contact erwiniriklassen@gmail.com 

Classified Ads Information                                                       

Text only classified/ employment ads 50 words or less are free 

to MBA members and a cost of $20 per issue for non-

members . Questions regarding classified or commercial 

advertising please contact Dan @ 204-797-3322                            

or email dnlecocq@shaw.ca 

INTERLAKE HONEY PRODUCERS LTD. in Fisher 
Branch, MB has the following positions: 

Apiary Technician:  5 positions available for the 2026 
season. 

Seasonal, full time, days, evenings and some Saturdays. 
Work is mostly outdoors, so must be able to work under 
hot conditions. The job starts April 1st-July 1st.  End 
date: Sept 10th-November 15th. 

 Wages $16.00-$22.00/hour depending on experience. 
Performance and/or production bonus may be available. 

Duties include but not limited to: feed and care for 
honeybees, replacement of hives and production of nucs, 
moving hives, supering hives, detect and report hive 
health and apply correct disease cures and/or controls, 
bee yard maintenance, keep field and/or production 
records, harvest honey, working on extracting line, 
cleaning extracting equipment and honey house, raise 
queens, assemble and maintain bee equipment, drive and 
maintain vehicles.  Work is very physically demanding, 
with long days and heavy lifting.  The job is located 2 
hours north of Winnipeg in the RM of Fisher NE 
33-23-1W in Fisher Branch, MB.  Send resume to 
anita@ifsltd.ca 

Thrive Honey Inc.                                                               
Strong Nucs for sale: 2026 laying queen, 3 brood frames, 5 
frames of bees.  The nucs would have been inspected and 
should be available by May 20, 2026.Pricing depends on 
quantities, custom order and deliveries available. For any 
inquiries, please contact Gabriel at                                   
nucs@thrivehoney.ca   / 403 5930406 

Bees and Nucs: Full frames of brood covered with bees, 
or 4 or 5 frame nucs (can make 3 or 4 brood and 1 empty/
feed). Large quantities of Nucs, and singles available, all 
nucs and singles have 2025 overwintered 
queens. Equipment : I have (1) 2 1/2 inch Moyno pump, 
(1) 2 1/2 inch Mann Lake Moyno pump and (1) 2 1/2 inch 
honey gear pump, a 4000-psi hot waterpower washer and 
approximately 3000 and 1-gallon plastic frame feeders.                                                 
Located approx. 30 minutes north of Winnipeg.  
Call Calvin 204-330-1714   

For Sale: 4 brood frame nucs available with new 
queens and lots of bees. Call Jake Maendel @ 
2045130529. or email, jake@destinyroad.ca

mailto:harltonapiaries@mymts.net
mailto:nucs@thrivehoney.ca
mailto:jake@destinyroad.ca
mailto:erwiniriklassen@gmail.com
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MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
2026 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

January 1, 2026 to December 31,2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Payment Due January 1, 2026 with Deadline for membership payment – March 31, 2026 

 
MEMBERSHIPS    
 
1. Associate Membership (A Volunteer, non-voting category, for beekeepers with 49 or fewer honey bee colonies in 
Manitoba, or a local or out-of-province industry supporter)  

$60.00 
     
2. Full Membership (A Producer who keeps 50 or more honey bee colonies in Manitoba, and who is a sole 
proprietor, or is the Designated Representative of a partnership, corporation, or Hutterite colony) 
  
Base Fee $200.00 
Levy (50 to 1500 colonies) Colony number  @0.50 per colony  
Additional Levy (1501 or more colonies) Colony number (Total minus 1500) @0.16 per colony  
TOTAL  (Base Fee plus Levy plus Additional Levy)  
 
3. INSTITUTION – A Non-Canadian individual, organization, or entity, serving as a broker or library, requesting the 
MBA newsletter for reference material or other use.                 $100.00US 
 
BEE RESEARCH FUNDS-DONATIONS 
 
BARRY FINGLER MEMORIAL FUND  (Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association)  
CANADIAN BEE RESEARCH FUND   (Canadian Honey Council)  
KNOWLEDGE RESEARCH TRANSFER PROGRAM (cash or in-kind donation, please contact Secretary)   
  
INSURANCE (see MBA website Bees-Protection for details) Not available after March 31 
 
BEEKEEPERS LIABILITY INSURANCE (valid 5 May 2026-5 May 2027) @ $95.00 per year  
 
JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  -  (THIS SERVICE AVAILABLE TO MBA MEMBERS ONLY)  Not available after March 31 
 
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL      - $77.00 per year  
BEE CULTURE                            - $106.00 per year  
                          

TOTAL AMOUNT                 $_______
          
 I request that the above amount be deducted from my account at the Manitoba Co-operative Honey Producers Limited. 
 
THERE IS NO “AUTOMATIC” DEDUCTION FOR PAST MEMBERS.   
Applicants, please approve deduction by initialing here.  _________________________ 
 
IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY ETRANSFER, PLEASE CONTACT TREASURER AT:  nlmba@outlook.com 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  INFORMATION MAY BE USED TO PROVIDE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES BENEFICIAL TO MEMBERS. 
 
 
APPLICATION DATE:  _____________________ APPLICANTS SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
1 of 2 pages 

 

 
NAME:  ________________________________  COMPANY NAME: 
__________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
________________________________________________POSTAL 
CODE____________ 
 
TELEPHONE__________________________   EMAIL ADDRESS 
_____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF COLONIES EXPECTED TO BE OPERATED IN 2025 _____ If 50 or 
more colonies, please complete page 2.                  
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Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
 

Designated Representative Voting Form – Complete only if you have not completed this before. 
 

1. Business Name of Registered Producer: _____________________________________ 
                             (Business name used on original Registration form) 

2. Name of Registered Producer: _____________________________________________ 
(Name of person completing this form) 

 
Business Number: _________________       Manitoba Agriculture Registration Number: ____________ 

 
The Registered Producer of a Partnership, Corporation or Hutterite Colony must appoint one designated 
representative to have voting representation in the Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association. The designated 
representative must be at least 18 years of age and a resident of Manitoba. 

 
3. Name of Designated Representative: _______________________________________. 
Address: _______________________________________________________________. 
Postal Code: _________________.  Email: ____________________________________ 
Phone #: _(204) ____________________. FAX: _(204)__________________________. 

 
4. Confirmation of eligibility of person appointed above as Designated Representative: 
Designated Representative’s Type of Business Entity:  (Please check one only) 

 
 �    Sole Proprietor:   

 
                                                                          �    Partnership:   To be eligible, a designated representative must  
hold at least 10% of the assets of the partnership and be entitled to 10% of the income of that partnership.  
Does the person to be designated so qualify?   � Yes / � No 

 
                                                                           �  Corporation: 
To be eligible, a designated representative must hold at least 10% of the voting shares in the corporation.  Does 
the person to be designated so qualify?             � Yes / � No 

 
    �   Hutterite Colony: 

To be eligible, a designated representative must be a member of the Hutterite Colony.   
Does the person to be designated so qualify?    � Yes / � No 

 
5. Is the person to be designated, the designated representative of any other registered producer?  � Yes / � No   

(If “yes”, to be eligible, a request to rescind that designation must accompany this form). 
 

6. Is the person to be designated also a registered producer, as no individual who is a registered producer may be 
appointed as the designated representative of another registered producer?  (If “yes”, to be eligible, a request to 

rescind that registration must accompany this form) 
 

7. I hereby affirm that the above information is correct to the best of my knowledge. 
 

Signature: __________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
      (Signature of Registered Producer completing this form)  (Date form completed) 

 
8. Date Designated Rep. Form received: _________________________________ 
 

Please return this completed application together with payment to: 
Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 

PO Box 48123 Lakewood PO 
Winnipeg, MB, R2J 4A3 
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Guaranteed Availability
Avoid the Rush
Quality You Can Trust
Easy Ordering
Knowledgeable Staff

www.beemaidbeesupplies.com

645 Black Diamond Blvd, Winnipeg

204-783-2240 *228

Connect with us:

Plan Ahead for Spring!

Don’t wait for Spring to
catch you off guard. Order
now and make sure your
hives are ready to thrive! 

Ensure you’re well prepared
for the new season by
securing your supplies now.

Open Saturdays    
9am - 2pm.

* July 26                 
* August 9        
*August 16   
*August 23


